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Mr. Maciej Nalecz, Head of the Fundamental and Engineer Sciences Division of UNESCO, 
welcomed the participants and emphasized the role of the Section for Disaster Reduction Natural 
Sciences Sector of UNESCO, headed by Mr. Badaoui Rouhban, in dealing with risk prevention 
issues at international level through reinforced relations with the EUR-OPA Major Hazards 
Agreement.  
 
The Chair of the Committee, Mr. Iuliu Bara, thanked UNESCO for its invitation to host the 
meeting on its premises and underlined that this marks the common goals of both entities. Finally, 
the Executive Secretary Mr. Eladio Fernandez-Galiano recalled the long lasting co-operation 
between UNESCO and the Council of Europe and more precisely on cultural, environmental and 
risk prevention issues.  
 
1. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA 
 
The agenda was adopted without amendments. 
 
2. PROGRESS OF ON-GOING INITIATIVES  
 

• Preparation of the international workshops on local authorities and risks, Kiev (22-23 
September 2008) and Istanbul (27-29 October 2008) 

 
Based on the existing recommendation on local authorities adopted at the 2006 Ministerial Session, 
the planned workshops wish to address more precise issues related to natural risks (e.g. earthquake 
risks) and technological risks (e.g. radiological issues). 
 
Mr. Victor Poyarkov explained that the Kiev workshop will focus on the possible action, in co-
operation with central government and nuclear power plants operators, of local and regional 
authorities to inform and protect the population. Mr. Necdet Seyfe also briefly explained that the 
Istanbul workshop will focus on the specific challenges (at each level of risk management) for local 
and regional authorities in dealing with such diverse natural hazards as earthquakes or floods. Both 
coordinators insist on the transboundary aspects of hazards. 
 
Ms. Marité Moras (Congress of Local and Regional Authorities) pointed out the support of the 
Congress for both events but also recalled the previous important work on the topic done by the 
Congress.  She suggested emphasising both the prevention aspect, with respect to other phases of risk 
management, and the role of climate change in that context in particular. 
 
The Executive Secretariat will rework the draft announcement of the Istanbul meeting taking into 
account the various comments of the participants and will circulate the revised version. 
 

• Analysis of the role of local and regional authorities in major hazard management: progress 
made on the study 

 
Ms. Monique Bernaerts presented the state of advancement of the study and the remaining 
challenges to be addressed. The contributions already received had been analysed and some 
additional information will soon be required.  A first remark on material received was the relative 
lack of diversity of the information provided as a unique entity seems to have responded while the 
whole range of information requested should require the contribution of many actors.  



 3 

In order to diffuse the collected data, Ms. Bernaerts suggested putting the information on line on the 
ISPU website and to organise a presentation by a different country at each meeting of the Committee 
of Permanent Correspondents. 

 
• Reactions to two recent recommendations: opinion of the Committee of Permanent 

Correspondents 
 
Mr. Fernandez-Galiano recalled that other bodies of the Council of Europe (and in particular the 
Parliamentary Assembly and the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities) regularly issue 
recommendations on specific topics asking for related action from the competent entities within 
the Council of Europe, for example, the possible climate change impact on natural risks.   
 
In the draft response to both recommendations, the Secretariat proposed to stress more the 
prevention effort of the Agreement, instead of focusing on the mitigation  aspect, since each 
Member State is responsible for its post disaster assistance.  
 
With regard to the transfrontier co-operation recommendation, the participants pointed out that 
transfrontier co-operation is one of the main characteristics of the Agreement’s work and 
consequently take note of the recommendation. The Agreement could consider collecting previous 
work on the topic in a specific future document.  
 
As the civil society role is highlighted by several participants, Ms. Nollinger (Parliamentary 
Assembly) confirmed that future work on the topic by the Assembly will focus on that issue. 
After the detailed discussion of the two draft responses, several amendments to both climate 
change related recommendations responses were consequently adopted (see appendices 2 and 3 
for the final versions). 
 

• Letter of interest from Belarus to accede to the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement  
 

The Executive Secretary informed of the interest of Belarus to join and recalled that the procedure 
for non member States to join any Partial Agreement requires the political approval of the Committee 
of Ministers of the Council of Europe.  Permanent Correspondents were thus requested to simply 
advise on the more “technical” aspects of the interest of Belarus. 
  
Delegates pointed out that former Soviet Union countries joined the Agreement before being 
members of the Council of Europe and that Belarus has an extended experience on risk management, 
in particular due to the fact that they suffered the Chernobyl accident and had implemented 
significant recovery  programmes. 
 
The Committee expressed a favourable opinion to the accession of Belarus, which will be 
transmitted for decision to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, as foreseen in the 
existing rules. 
 

• Organization of a side event on cultural heritage and risk at the International Disaster and 
Risk Conference (IDRC), Davos, 25-29 August 2008 

 
The recent contacts with the Swiss Federal Institute for Snow and Avalanche Research of Davos 
(Switzerland), whose president, Dr Walter Amman, is also chair of the IDRC which is organized 
there every two years, has lead the Agreement to organize within the IDRC 2008 a parallel session 
on cultural heritage and risks, where climate change issues will be also discussed. The session will 
include presentations by the different Centres working on this topic and will be the core participants 
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of a Working Group on Heritage and Risks which should propose future initiatives for the 
Agreement in this field. 

 
• Higher risk education: European Day on Risk Training and Inventory on post graduate 

courses 
 
The Secretariat informed the participants of the follow-up to the last Higher Education working 
group held in autumn 2007.  Two main actions were decided: the first  was to organize a European 
Day on Risk Training in Paris (19 May 2008) to promote co-operation among existing training 
courses and the second was to continue the on going inventory on existing risk related master courses 
in the European and Mediterranean zone. The latter project will greatly benefit from the 
collaboration of Permanent Correspondents to identify national curricula in the field in order to 
enrich the existing Inventory. 
 

• MULTH project: Multilingual dictionaries on risk management 
 
Ms. Greciano recalled that the idea of a multilingual glossary on risk issues had in fact emerged 
within the Agreement and was later completed with the financial support of the European 
Commission. The goal was to facilitate communication on risk issues between countries, the glossary 
being an essential tool for writing and /or translating documents on the topic.  She pointed out that 
risk language is by definition interdisciplinary and requires a great diversity of vocabulary 
(philosophical/conceptual, usual, technical) as well as the development of expressions (instead of 
individual words). To this end, much existing documentation was used, amongst which many of the 
Agreement’s documents and also the glossary developed by UN-ISDR. 
 
The participants congratulated the team led by Ms. Greciano for their fruitful work and decided to 
promote its diffusion through the Agreement’s website and to encourage possible extensions to other 
languages. 
 
 3. SPECIAL SESSION ON PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL 

PLATFORMS (NPs) FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (DRR) 
 
Mr. Iuliu Bara and Mr. Badaoui Rouhban (UNESCO) welcomed the participants on behalf of the 
Council of Europe and UNESCO.  Mr. Eladio Fernández-Galiano (EUR-OPA) noted that the 
meeting was an opportunity to formalize co-operation among European NPs, to push the 
establishment of NPs and networking, including exchanges with the EUR-OPA specialised Centres. 
Mr. Sálvano Briceño (ISDR) hailed the close partnership with the Council of Europe and UNESCO 
and remarked on the overlap between DRR requirements and climate change requirements. He 
insisted upon a major political effort to move from disaster reaction to disaster prevention even in 
Europe. Mr. Karl-Otto Zentel (DKKV) gave a short overview of a European Network of NPs 
(including the French, German and Swiss ones) and stressed the need of National Platforms to deal 
with risks efficiently. He also emphasized the role of Europe, as a major international actor in 
development and humanitarian assistance, in DRR advocacy. 
 
Ms. Paola Albrito (ISDR) provided information about the ‘HFA Monitor on line tool’ which will 
enable NPs and HFA focal points to collect information and share experiences on common issues. 
For Europe, the added value is to foster closer collaboration amongst national actors and to stimulate 
exchanges with international entities and with other countries that might be undertaking similar 
initiatives. This tool, together with the Indicators guidelines, could be useful in facilitating the work 
to be undertaken at national and regional levels. 
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Mr. Francesc Pla (EUR-OPA) gave a brief overview of the European and Mediterranean Major 
Hazards Agreement, presented as a good example of networking between various stakeholders with 
common goals within a multisectoral approach. The added value of such a network is to be an 
interface, for example between the scientific community and civil protection, to permit sharing the 
necessary skills for DRR and to allow co-operation between different organizations. EUR-OPA 
committed to support the development of NPs in collaboration with UN/ISDR which will offer the 
opportunity to support workshops on how to develop and run an NP. 
 
Ms. Albrito recalled recent developments in Europe and noted that partners are becoming more 
active on issues related to DRR. An increasing number of regional work plans are addressing disaster 
risk reduction and are supporting national activities related to reducing vulnerabilities. A number of 
achievements were also shown on how to mobilise resources for DRR. Further exchanges among 
European NPs and HFA focal points, particularly as part of the activities undertaken by a European 
Network of NPs, is becoming an efficient way of exchanging information, of opening a dialogue 
around national experiences and of moving the agenda forward at European level. 
 
Mr. Zentel highlighted the common goals, the specific objectives and the work plan of a European 
Network of NPs and HFA focal points (currently formed by Germany, France and Switzerland) and 
presented an overview of the activities undertaken since its establishment and of planned future 
activities. The latter include the opportunity to raise DRR during the French presidency of the EU, to 
foster work on climate change adaptation and to stimulate a common European approach on DRR 
together with the European Commission. He also noted that on many occasions there is still a need to 
raise the profile of DRR at national level as well as building political commitment. 
 
Mr. Thomas de Lannoy (European Commission) briefly presented the current strategies and future 
initiatives of the Commission linked to DRR: in October 2008 a specific Communication on an 
integrated approach to disaster prevention and the Commission is also in the process of developing a 
proposal for an EU Strategy for DRR in developing countries. As part of the Commission 
Communication "Western Balkans: enhancing the European perspective", work is underway in the 
Balkans and in Turkey on DRR activities in coordination with the WB and UN/ISDR within the 
SEEDRMAP (South Eastern Europe Disaster Risk Mitigation and Adaptation Programme). 
 
Mr. Alberto Monti (OECD) talked about their recent initiatives in the field of financial management 
of large-scale disasters but highlighted the limitations inherent to purely ex post compensation 
mechanisms. He emphasized the link between a clear ex ante allocation of the financial cost of 
disasters and the incentives to adopt cost-effective DRR measures. He suggested that the European 
Network could take part in the future initiatives and events organized by OECD. 
 
Mr. Giovanni de Siervo (Italy) recalled that they are establishing an NP and appealed to a 
coordination of the diverse forms in which DRR is discussed as well as to a practical approach of 
supporting countries to implement DRR activities. 
 
Mr. Steven Barnes (United Kingdom), in view of regional and international initiatives, asked 
whether there is still something left to be done at national level. Several participants pointed out that 
such regional initiatives cannot substitute national policies as DRR true achievements are based on a 
strong national legislation and system: a need for increased governments’ awareness on DRR 
persists. 
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4. SIGNATURE OF THE MEMORANDUM OF CO-OPERATION BETW EEN THE 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE AND THE SECRETARIAT OF THE INTERN ATIONAL 
STRATEGY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION (UN/ISDR) 

 
Taking advantage of the holding of the Special Session jointly convened by the two institutions, the 
Director of the UN-ISDR Secretariat, Mr. Salvano Briceño, and the Executive Secretary of the 
Council of Europe’s European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA), Mr. 
Eladio Fernandez-Galiano, signed a Memorandum of Co-operation between their institutions to 
foster co-operation on DRR issues within the European and Mediterranean area. 
 
5. EXAMINATION OF THE EURO-MEDITERRANEAN SPECIALISE D  

CENTRES’ ACTIVITIES 
 

• Meeting of the Directors of Specialised Centres of the Agreement (Paris, 4-5 February 2008) 
 
The Executive Secretariat informed the participants of the decisions taken during the last annual 
meeting of Directors of Specialized Centres. The main decision was to change the timing of the 
proposals by Centres of their future activities: the participants agreed to provide such information for 
2009 already in October 2008 so that they may be taken into account when the 2009 programme of 
activities of the Agreement will be adopted by the Autumn Session of the Committee of Permanent 
Correspondents. The goal is both to provide the Centres as early as possible with the resources to 
develop the associated activities and to achieve a better coordination of Permanent Correspondents’ 
wishes on future activities and feasible projects within the network of Centres. 

  
• Evaluation of the 2007 activities and examination of the activities scheduled in 2008 

 
The Executive Secretariat briefly recalled the activities already carried out in 2007 and those planned 
in 2008 on the following topics:  
 

o Education 
o Vulnerability and Early Warning 
o Legislation 
o Prevention and Information 
o Cultural heritage 
o Post catastrophe actions 

 
A general discussion on these topics was opened. The Secretariat emphasized that the main topic in 
2007 had been school education, with an international workshop organized in Paphos, Crete on 
“Disaster reduction at school” while 2008 will focus on the role of local and regional authorities 
through the holding of the two international workshops planned in Kiev and Istanbul. 
 
With regard to professional training, a debate on the possible setting up of courses revealed that the 
best option for the Agreement would be to facilitate the participation in already existing training 
courses, organized either by national authorities or international organizations.  Furthermore, several 
participants highlighted the need to promote professional training on risk issues, particularly for town 
planners and architects who, due to their lack of knowledge, too often ignore such issues in their 
projects. 
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• Ideas for the preparation of the 2009 programme of activities 

 
The participants welcomed the initiative to request the Centres to send in much earlier their proposals 
on future activities as an additional means of reinforcing the visibility of the Centres’ activities for 
the Permanent Correspondents.  They also highlighted that it will facilitate co-operation on common 
projects between each Centre and its own specific agenda, a wish constantly supported by the 
Secretariat.  
 
Following proposals on waste management related activities, a general discussion on the pertinence 
of including such activities among the future topics promoted within the Agreement led to the 
conclusion that the storage per se is not a source of major risk but their possible implications in case 
of natural or technological disasters can justify that activities focusing on that specific aspect could 
be developed in the future. 
 
Finally, the possibility of holding an exhibition/conference in 2009 on the past achievements of the 
Centres was discussed: if it will be useful to publicise them, the matter requires accurate fore 
planning as to the potential public, given that the Permanent Correspondents are already informed 
during their meetings. 
 
6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

• French initiatives on risk issues 
 
During the forthcoming French presidency of the EU in the second semester of 2008, risk 
management will be one of the topics and two majors meeting will be held to support it: 
 

• a seminar on early warning systems, to be held in Aix-en-Provence from 14  to 16 
October 2008: Mr. Philippe Nardin informed that its goal is to make concrete proposals 
to the European Council;  

 
• a seminar on risk prevention related to climate change, to be held in Paris from 26 to 28 

November 2008:  Mr. René Feunteun emphasized that the seminar will avoid taking on 
a scientific aspect and that its aim is to focus on other more associated approaches such 
as the human sciences issues or the role of NPs. 

 
Even if primarily addressed at the 25 countries of the EU, the organizers wish to open them to 
neighbouring countries’ participation, and in particular to EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement 
member States. 
 
The participants acknowledge the importance of both meetings and ask the Executive Secretariat to 
publicise them through the Agreement’s website. 
 

• Contacts with non-member States 
 
The Executive Secretary informed the participants of his recent contacts with the competent 
authorities from some non member States (Serbia, Slovenia, Italy) to discuss their possible future 
collaboration with the Agreement.  
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7. DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held in Istanbul (Turkey) on 30 - 31 October 2008. 
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Appendix 1 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS  
 

ARMENIE / ARMENIA  

Mr Stepan. BADALYAN, Counsellor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Armenia, Director of the European Interregional Centre for Training of Rescuers, 10, Byron Str., 
0009 YEREVAN  
Tel./Fax +374 10.54.49.92 / +374.91.23.00.37  Fax. +374.10.54.49.92 e-mail : ectr@europe.com 
 
AZERBAIJAN/ AZERBAIDJAN  

Mr. Etibar MIRZAYEV, Major General,  Deputy Minister of Emergency Situations of Azerbaijan 
Republic P.O. 1065, Tbilisi Avenue, 57, BAKU CITY 
Tel. +994 12.512.00.13 - 512.01.73 Fax. +994 12. 512.00. 39  
E-mail : arguge@gmail.com ; iad-ministry@rambler.ru ; h.natavan@yahoo.com  

Mr. Arguge KALANTARLY, Head of the International Activity Department , Ministry of 
emergency Situations of the Republic of Azerbaijan, P.O. 1065, Tbilisi Avenue, 57, BAKU CITY 
Tel. +994 12.512.00.13 - 512.01.73 Fax. +994 12. 512.00. 39  
E-mail : arguge@gmail.com; iad-ministry@rambler.ru ;h.natavan@yahoo.com 
 
BELGIQUE /BELGIUM  

Madame Monique BERNAERTS, Directeur Planification d’Urgence, Centre Gouvernemental de 
Coordination et de Crise, Service Public Fédéral Intérieur, Rue Ducale, 53,  B-1000 
BRUXELLES 
Tel.: + 32 2 506.47.70 / 506 47 11 Fax: +32 2 506.47.09 E-mail: monique.bernaerts@ibz.fgov.be 

Madame Alexandra SONCK, Attaché, Centre Gouvernemental de Coordination et de Crise, 
Service Public Fédéral Intérieur, Rue Ducale, 53, B-1000 BRUXELLES 
Tel. +32.2.506.47.13 Fax. +32.2.506.47.09 e-mail: alexandra.sonck@ibz.fgov.be 
 
BULGARIE/BULGARIA  

Ms Deyana ZARKOVA, Chief Expert  in National Training Center and Preparation of the Private 
Sector“ Directorate, Ministry of State Policy for Disasters and Accidents, 6 Sveta Nedelya Sq., 
1040 Sofia,  
Tel: + 359 2 940 14 93  Fax: + 359 2 940 14 93  d.zarkova@mdpba.government.bg 

Ms. Gloria STOYANOVA, Junior expert, International Activity Directorate, Ministry of State 
Policy for Disasters and Accidents,  6, Sveta Nedelya Sq;, 1040 SOFIA  
Tel: + 359 2 940 14 31  Fax: + 359 2 989 89 52  e-mail: g.stoyanova@mdpba.government.bg 
 
CROATIE / CROATIA  

Mr. Damir CEMERIN, Head of the Director’s Office, National Protection and Rescue 
Directorate, Nehajska 5, 10000 ZAGREB    
Tel. +385.1.3650.083 Fax. +385.1.3650.025 e-mail: kabinet@duzs.hr  
damir.cemerin@duzs.hr 

Ms. Tamara KOPAL, International Relations Desk Officer, National Protection and Rescue 
Directorate, Nehajska 5, 10000 ZAGREB 
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Tel. +385.1.3650057 Fax. +385.1.3650.025  e-mail : tamara.kopal@duzs.hr 
 
FEDERATION OF RUSSIA / FEDERATION DE RUSSIE 

Mr. Vladimir KAKUSHA, Deputy Director, Dept. of  International Co-operation, EMERCOM of 
Russia, Teatralny pr. 3, 109012 MOSCOW 
Tel.  +7 495 628 75 15  Fax. +7.495. 624 84 10   E-mail : kakusha@mchs.gov.ru 
 
FRANCE 

Colonel Philippe NARDIN, Relations Internationales,  Direction de la Défense et de la Sécurité 
Civiles, Ministère de l’Intérieur 87-95 quai du Docteur Dervaux, F – 92600 ASNIERES SUR 
SEINE 
Tel+33.1.56.04.76.71/75.58 Fax.+33.1.56.04.76.63/ 75.62   
e-mail: philippe.nardin@interieur.gouv.fr 

Monsieur René FEUNTEUN, Secrétaire du COPRNM, Ministère de l’Ecologie, du 
Développement et de l’Aménagement  Durables, 20 avenue de Ségur, F - 75007 PARIS  
Tel. +33.1.42.19.15.63  Fax. +33.1.42.19.14.79. / 14.63    
e-mail: rene.feunteun@ecologie.gouv.fr 
 
GEORGIE / GEORGIA  

Mr. Revaz ENUKIDZE, Head of the Department of Sustainable Development 
Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources of Georgia, 6 Gulua str. 
 0114 Tbilisi. Tel/fax +995 3 272 72 23 email: r.enukidze@moe.gov.ge  
 
GREECE / GRECE 

Mr Foivos. STAMBOLIADIS, General Secretariat of Civil Protection, Ministry of the Interior, 
Public Administration and Decentralization, Evangelistrias 2, GR-10563 ATHENS   
Tel: +30 210.335 99 68 Fax:  +30.210 335 99 35  e-mail :  fstamboliadis@gscp.gr  
 
LEBANON/LIBAN  

Monsieur Alexandre SURSOCK, Directeur, Centre National de Géophysique, 
Achrafieh 1100-2040, BEYROUTH . 
Tel: +9614-981885 Fax:+9614-981886  e-mail :  asursock@cnrs.edu.lb; 
asursock@wise.net.lb 
 
LUXEMBOURG  

Monsieur Michel FEIDER, Directeur, Administration des Services de Secours, 
1, rue Robert Stümper, L – 2557 LUXEMBOURG 
Tel. +352.49771-406 (+352) 49771-771 Fax. +352.49771-771   e-mail : 
michel.feider@secours.etat.lu  
 
EX-REPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLAVE DE MACEDOINE / FORMER YUGO SLAV 
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA  

Mr. Mihail GAREVSKI, Director of the Institute of Earthquake Engineering and Engineering 
Seismology, (IZIIS),  University "St. Cyril and Methodius", Salvador Aliende St. 73, POB 101, 
1000 SKOPJE.  
Tel. +389.23107701   Fax. +389.23112163    E-mail: garevski@pluto.iziis.ukim.edu.mk 
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MAROC / MOROCCO  

Madame Rajae CHAFIL, Inspecteur Régional de l’Aménagement du Territoire et de 
l’Environnement pour la région de Rabat-Sale, Zemmour-Zaers, Ministère de l’Aménagement du 
Territoire, de l’Eau et de l’Environnement, 39, rue Jbel Tazakka,  Agdal, RABAT  
Tel +212.37.68.60.11 /st. 68.07.76  Fax. +212.37.68.07.79   e-mail :  chafil.irate@yahoo.fr 

Monsieur Said ELHADEQ, Chef de Division, Direction de la Protection Civile, B.P.4508 Akkari- 
Rabat, Maroc.  
Tel +212.37.61 49 28 02  Fax. +212.37.77 85 36   e-mail :  elhabeq@hotmail.com 
 
PRINCIPAUTE DE MONACO / PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO  

Monsieur Tony VARO, Commandant – Chef du Bureau de la Sécurité Civile 
Corps des Sapeurs-Pompiers de Monaco, 11, avenue du Port – MC 98000 MONACO 
Tel : +377.93.15.60.16  /  Fax : +377.93.15.60.08 tvaro@gouv.mc 
 
ROUMANIE / ROMANIA  

Mr. Iuliu BARA,  Personal Adviser to the Minister for Development, Public Works and Housing, 
Str. Apolodor, nr.17, latura Nord, 050741, Sector 5, BUCHAREST 
Tel.  +40.72.73.00.876 Fax. +40.37.211 1458    e-mail: iuliu.bara@mdlpl.ro; bgy@mt.ro 
 
SAN MARINO / SAINT MARIN  

Ministro consigliere Dr. Giuseppe D'ERMO, Centre Européen pour la Médecine des 
Catastrophes (CEMEC),  Ospedale di Stato, Via Toscana, Cailungo 47031 SAN MARINO  
Fax. +378.90.37.06 Tel. +378.99.45.35   e-mail : cemec@iss.sm 
 
TURQUIE / TURKEY   

Mr. Demir AKIN, Disaster Management Expert, MINISTRY OF  PUBLIC WORKS AND 
SETTLEMENT , General Directorate of  Disaster Affairs, Afet Đsleri Genel Mudurlugu 
Eskisehir Yolu 10.km 06530 – Ankara/TURKEY 
Tel: +90.312.287 36 45  Fax: +90.312.287 89 51 email:   akin@deprem.gov.tr 

Mr. Atamer SEYMEN, Deputy General  Manager, MINISTRY OF  PUBLIC WORKS AND 
SETTLEMENT, General Directorate of  Disaster Affairs, Afet Đsleri Genel Mudurlugu, Eskisehir 
Yolu 10.km 06530 – Ankara/TURKEY 
Tel: +90.312  287 89 51   Fax: +90.312  287 26 80  email:   Atamer.seymen@afet.gov.tr  

Mr. Necdet SEYFE, President de Division , AFEM- Centre Européen de Formation sur les 
Risques Naturels, Afet Đsleri Genel Mudurlugu Eskisehir Yolu 10.km 06530 - 
Ankara/TURQUIE 
Tel. +90.312.2855271  Fax. + 90.312.2859845  e-mail: necdet.seyfe@afet.gov.tr 
 
UKRAINE  

Mr. Viktor  POYARKOV, Executive Director of the European Centre of Technological Safety, 
TESEC, General Naumov St., Kyiv - 164, 03164 Ukraine; 
Tel +38.050.312.40.24   Tel/Fax. +38.044.332.59.05  e-mail: poyarkov@i.kiev.ua 
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ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES / 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 
 
 
UNESCO 

Monsieur Maciej NALECZ, Directeur de la Division des sciences fondamentales et des 
sciences de l'ingénieur 

Monsieur Badaoui ROUHBAN, Chief, Section for Disaster Reduction,  1, rue Miollis  F - 
75732 Paris Cedex 15. Tel. +33 1 45 68 41 20  Fax: +33 1 45 68 58 21  Email : 
b.rouhban@unesco.org  

Madame Aissatou GAKOU, Tel. +33 1 45 68 39 33. a.gakou@unesco.org 

Ms Juliana Chaves CHAPARRO,  Associate Expert, Tel. +33 1 45 68 39 33. 
c.chaparro@unesco.org  

Mr Takashi IMAMURA,  Programme Specialist, Tel. +33 1 45 68 3892. 
t.imamura@unesco.org 

Ms Kristine TOVMASJANA, Assistant ,Programme Specialist, Tel. +33 1 45 68 40 88 
k.tovmasjana @unesco.org  
 
 
NATIONS UNIES : I.S.D.R. - STRATEGIE INTERNATIONALE DE LA  
PREVENTION DES CATASTROPHES UNITED NATIONS : I.S.D.R.- INTERNATIONAL 
STRATEGY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION 
 

Mr. Sálvano BRICEÑO, Director of UN/ISDR, International Environment House II,  
Office 3-63, Chemin de Balexert 7-9, CH - 1219 GENEVA 
Tel. 41.22.917.89.08 Fax. 41.22.917.89.64   
e-mail : briceno@un.org; brown32@un.org 

Ms. Paola ALBRITO,  UN/ISDR, Programme officer,  International Environment House II,  
Chemin de Balexert 7-9, CH - 1219 CHATELAINE GENEVA 
Tel. +41.22.917.8905  Fax. +41.22.917.89.64 e-mail : albrito@un.org 

Ms Anne Lise BOURGEOIS , Intern ISDR, Geneva. Email: bourgeoisa@un.org 
 
 
EUROPEAN FORUM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT 
FORUM EUROPEEN POUR LA GESTION DES CATASTROPHES AU NIVEAU LOCAL ET 
REGIONAL 

Mr. Jan MANS, President, European Forum for Local and Regional Disaster Management 
Herdenkingsplein 25 D, NL – 6211 PX MAASTRICHT 
Tel. +31.6.387.59.603   jmans@home.nl - janmans@home.nl  

Harrie JEURISSEN, Secretary General, European Forum Local and Regional Disaster 
Management 
Herdenkingsplein 25D, NL 6211 PX  MAASTRICHT. Tel: +31.6.518 40 536 
harrie.jeurissen@vng.nl 
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OBSERVATEURS/ OBSERVERS 
 
 
ANDORRE /ANDORRA 

Mr Francesc ARENY, Directeur Protection Civile 
Gouvernement de la Principauté d’Andorre, C. Verge del Remei 4-12 - AD 500 St Coloma 
Tel +376 328 680  Fax: +376 890 900  francesc_areny@govern.ad 
 
SUISSE/SWITZERLAND 

Mr. Giancarlo BULETTI, Senior Advisor,  
Federal Departement of Foreign Affairs, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
SDC, Humanitarian Aid and SHA, Multilateral Affairs Sägestr. 77, Köniz  CH 3003 Bern. 
Switzerland 
Tel. +41.31.322 63 08 Fax. +41.31.324.16.84 -mail: giancarlo.buletti@deza.admin.ch 
giancarlo.buletti@bluewin.ch  
 
HOLY SEE / SAINT SIEGE  

Mgr Francesco FOLLO, Observateur du Saint Siège auprès de l’Unesco, 
1 rue Miollis, F75732 Paris cedex 15. Tel: +33 (0) 1 45 68 33 13 – Fax + 33 (0)1 43 06 28 91. 
email: op.saint-siege@unesco.org  

Madame Florence MOTTE, Représentation Permanente du Saint Siège auprès de l’Unesco, 
1 rue Miollis, F75732 Paris cedex 15. Tel: +33 (0) 1 45 68 33 13 – Fax + 33 (0)1 43 06 28 91. 
email: op.saint-siege@unesco.org  
 
 

OTHER ARTICIPANTS TO THE SPECIAL SESSION ON PROMOTI ON AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL PLATFORMS FOR DISASTER RISK  REDUCTION / 

PARTICIPANTS  A LA SESSION SPECIALE SUR LA PROMOTIO N ET LE 
DEVELOPPEMENT DES PLATEFORMES NATIONALES POUR LA RE DUCTION DES 

RISQUES DE CATASTROPHE 
 

 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA/BOSNIE ET HERZEGOVINE 

Mr. Milivoje POPOVIC, Head of Division for International Relations, Department for Civil 
Protection, Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina, TRG BIH 1, 71000 SARAJEVO 
Tel. +387.33.555 715  Fax. +387.33.555 715. e-mail: milivoje.popovic@msb.gov.ba 
 
FRANCE 

Mr. Yves LE BARS, AFPCN, Deputy Chairman. Tel: +33 1 45 498 836  - afpcn@engref.fr 
 
GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE 

Mr. Karl-Otto ZENTEL, Deutsches Komitee Katastrophen Vorsorge (DKKV), Chief 
Executive Officer. Tel: +49 228 44 60 18 27  - zentel@dkkv.org 
 
MALTE / MALTA  

Mr. Peter CORDINA, Director General, Civil Protection, Department of Civil Protection, 
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Ta’Kandja, SIGGIEWI . Tel +356.21.46.26.10    Fax. +356.21.46.26.07. e-
mail:peter.cordina@gov.mt 
 
NORWAY/NORVEGE 

Mr. Petter NULAND, Senior Adviser, Department for International Relations,  Directorate 
for Civil Protection and Emergency Planning (DSB), OSLO 
Tel: +47 957 32 586  Fax: +47 33 41 27 29 Email: petter.Nuland@dsb.no 
 
ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 

Mr. Nicolae MERLA, Minister of Interior and Administration Reform 
General Inspectorate for Emergency Situations Civil Protection Directorate - Disaster Prevention 
Service. Tel: + 40 740 132 899  Fax: +40 212 420 990. merla.nicolae@mira.gov.ro 
 
SWEDEN/SUEDE 

Mr. Claes-Uno BRASK, Swedish Rescue Services Agency, Coordinator at the Planning, 
Construction and Environment Department. Tel: +46 54 135 070. claes-uno.brask@srv.se 
 
SWITZERLAND/Suisse 

Ms. Corinne VONLANTHEN, Swiss National Platform for Natural Hazards (PLANAT),  
Secretaire Executif PLANAT,  Tel: +41313241781. corinne.vonlanthen@bafu.admin.ch 
 
UNITED KINGDOM/ Royaume Uni 

Mr. Steven BARNES,Civil Contingencies Secretariat 
Tel: +442072765087. email: Barnes@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk 
 
COMMISSION EUROPEENNE / EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Mr Thomas DE LANNOY , Policy Officer, European Commission, Directorate General 
Environment, Civil Protection Unit,  BU-9 2/185, B – 1049 BRUSSELS 
Tel . +32.2.298 67 96 Fax. +32.2.299 03 14 e-mail : thomas.de-lannoy@ec.europa.eu 
 
ASIAN DISASTER REDUCTION CENTER 

Ms. Etsuko TSUNOZAKI, Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) 
Senior Researcher, tsunozaki@adrc.or.jp 
 
UN/ISDR 

Mr. Lars BERND, Programme Officer, Tel: +41 229 178 884. bernd@un.org 
 
 

EXPERTS 
 

Madame Gertrud GRECIANO, Professeur des universités, emerite, universite Marc Bloch, 
Strasbourg, 5, rue du Gal de Gouvello, F-67700 Saverne. Tel : +33 (0) 388 712 571.  
.greciano@wanadoo.fr 

Mr Zoran MILUTINOVIC, Chair of the network of Specialised Centres of the Agreement, 
Director, ECILS, Institute of Earthquake Engineering and Engineering Seismology, University 
« Ss.Cyril and Methodius » Skopje, Salvador Allende St. 73, P.O.Box 101  1000 SKOPJE  “The 
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former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”  Tel. +389.2 3107747  Fax. +389.2 3112 163  e-mail : 
zoran@pluto.iziis.ukim.edu.mk 
 
 

CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE/COUNCIL OF EUROPE  
 
ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE / PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY  

Madame Agnès NOLLINGER, Secretary, Committee on the Environment, Agriculture, Local and 
Regional Affairs. Tel: +33.3.88.41.22.88   Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.76  e-mail : 
agnes.nollinger@coe.int 
 
CONGRES / CONGRESS  

Madame Marité MORAS, Secrétaire de la Commission du Développement Durable, Congrès des 
Pouvoirs Locaux et Régionaux . Tél : + 33 3 88 41 22 33  Fax : + 33 3 88 41 37 47/27 51 e-mail : 
marite.moras@coe.int    
 
SECRETARIAT EXECUTIF DE L’ACCORD EUR-OPA RISQUES MAJEURS 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OF THE EUR-OPA MAJOR HAZARDS AGREEMENT  

Mr Eladio FERNANDEZ-GALIANO, Executive Secretary/ Secrétaire Exécutif 
Tel. +33.3.88.41.22.59 Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 e-mail : eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int   

Mr Francesc PLA, Secretary of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents / Secrétaire du 
Comité des Correspondants Permanents 
Tel. +33.3.90.21.49.30 Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 e-mail : francesc.pla@coe.int 

Madame Linda ROLLIN,  
Tel +33.3.88.41.29.37 Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 e-mail: linda.rollin@coe.int 

Madame Caroline SIEBECKE  
Tel. +33.3.88.41.35 22  Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 e-mail: caroline.siebecke@coe.int 
 
 

INTERPRETES / INTERPRETERS 
 
Mr. Pavel BELOPOLSKY 
Madame Tatiana GOGENMOS 
Mr. Jan KROTKI 
Madame Irène MARKOWICZ  
Mr Michel NERCESSIAN 
Mr Youri SOUVOROF 
 
 

EXCUSES / APOLOGISED FOR ABSENCE 
 

Mr. Andreas FRANTZIS, Senior Civil Defence Officer, Ministry of the Interior –  
Civil Defence Headquarters, P.O. Box 23830, T.T. 1686 NICOSIA , Cyprus   
Tel. +357.22.403413/49.92.57 Fax. +357.22.31.56.38 
E-mail: ge.cd@cytanet.com.cy; ggerosimou@cd.moi.gov.cy 
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Mrs. Mar GUTIERREZ DIAZ, Head, Division for Training and Institutional Relations, Direccion 
General de Proteccion Civil y Emergencias , MADRID, Spain  Tel. +34.639.059.709 / 
+34.91.537.32.33 Fax. +34.91.562.89.41 e-mail : mgutierrez@procivil.mir.es 
 
Mr l’Abbé Florian KOLFHAUS, Chargé d’Affaires a.i., Mission Permanente du  
SAINT-SIEGE auprès du Conseil de l’Europe, 2, rue Le Nôtre - 67000 Strasbourg 
Tél. +33.3 88 35 02 44 – Fax +33.3 88 24 78 05 e-mail : saint.siege.strg@wanadoo.fr 
 
Mr Predrag MARIC , Assistant Minister and Head of Sector Protection and Rescue, Bulevar 
Avnoj  – A 104, 11070 BELGRADE .  Tel. +381.11.3008.179 Fax. +381.11.3008.180 e-mail: 
pmaric@mup.sr.gov.yu 
 
Mr Anton MICALEFF, Deputy Chair of the European specialised Centres network 
Director, Euro-Mediterranean Centre on Insular Coastal Dynamics (ICoD), Earth Systems 
Science Unit, Chemistry Building Floor 3, University of MALTA MSD 2080 
Tel.: +356 2340 2013 - mail: anton.micallef@um.edu.mt 
 
Mr. Francesco PISANO, Head, Institutional Relations, UNOSAT, United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research (UNITAR), Palais des Nations, CH – 1211 GENEVA  
Tel. +41.22.817 87 20    e-mail :  francesco.pisano@unitar.org   
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Appendix 2 
 

Opinion of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents of the European and 
Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA) on 

Recommendation 1823 (2008) of the Parliament Assembly  
“Global warming and ecological disasters" 

 
 
After careful examination of the Parliamentary Recommendation at its meeting in Paris on 24-25 
April 2008, the Committee of Permanent Correspondents: 
 
1. Shares the concern of the Parliamentary Assembly concerning the challenges that Europe will 
have to face due to the expected changes in temperature and rainfall while noting that climate 
change should be taken into consideration in the context of global change which also includes 
changes in urbanisation, agriculture and forestry or spatial planning that may increase the 
vulnerability of populations. 
 
2. Notes that present available knowledge predicts that climate change will intensify climate 
threats and will most likely cause more frequent disasters related to meteorological phenomena 
and will certainly increase coastal and marine risks, as well as forest fires, drought or heat waves. 
 
3. Recalls that the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Partial Agreement, jointly with its 
network of Specialised Centres, are already working within its 25 member states on prevention 
and education issues related to natural and technological risks (in such diverse fields as forest 
fires, landslides or radiological risks) and starts to consider the specific effects of climate change 
on risks' exposure for populations. 
 
4. Notes that, while the reduction of greenhouse gases is a necessary action to minimise the extent 
of global warming in the long term, adaptation to climate change to reduce risks in the medium 
term should receive appropriate attention by governments and the civil society. A reinforced 
effort in preparedness of societies will be essential to curb increasing risks, investing in risk-
related sciences (geosciences, meteorology, oceanography, ecology, etc.), in developing early 
warning systems and more efficient response in cases of emergency. 
 
5. Suggests that the Committee of Ministers and the governments of member States increase their 
efforts in protection of people from risk, by increasing resilience, promoting risk awareness 
through education and reducing disaster risk, integrating global change into their predictions and 
plans. 
 
6. Suggests that the Council of Europe becomes more involved in the action against climate 
change and prevention of its effects and provides appropriate funding for the necessary 
programmes and activities related to early warning, risk education and post disaster assistance 
under the EUR-OPA Partial Agreement. 
 
7. Suggests the Committee of Ministers encourages member States which are not yet parties to 
the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement to consider joining this co-operation structure so as to 
reinforce their action to combat the effects of climate changes. 
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Appendix 3 
 

Opinion of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents of the European and 
Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA) on 

Recommendation 231 (2008) of the Congress on   
“Climate change: building adaptive capacity of local and regional authorities” 

 
 
After careful examination of the Congress Recommendation at its meeting in Paris on 24-25 April 
2008, the Committee of Permanent Correspondents:  
 
1. Shares the concern of the Congress concerning the challenges that Europe will have to face due 
to the expected changes in temperature and rainfall while noting that climate change should be 
taken into consideration in the context of global change which also includes changes in 
urbanisation, agriculture and forestry or spatial planning that may increase the vulnerability of 
populations. 
 
2. Notes that present available knowledge predicts that climate change will intensify climate 
threats and will most likely cause more frequent disasters related to meteorological phenomena 
and will certainly increase coastal and marine risks, as well as forest fires, drought or heat waves. 
 
3. Notes that, as recognised in the Recommendation on "Local and Regional Authorities 
preventing disaster and facing emergencies adopted at the 1lth Ministerial Session of the 
European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA), Marrakech, Morocco, 31 
October 2006, local and regional authorities have important competencies in certain fields (Le. 
spatial planning, licensing of industrial activities, housing, fire fighting, health, environment and 
water management) which are of fundamental importance in risk management and that the new 
threat of climate change recommends a reinforcement of their capacities to take preventive 
measures and deal effectively with emergencies. 
 
4. Recalls that the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Partial Agreement, jointly with its 
network of Specialised Centres, are already working within its 25 member states on prevention 
and education issues related to natural and technological risks (in such diverse fields as forest 
fires, landslides or radiological risks) and starts to consider the specific effects of climate change 
on risks' exposure for populations. 
 
5. Agrees with the Congress that while the reduction of greenhouse gases is a necessary action to 
minimise the extent of global warming in the long term, adaptation to climate change to reduce 
risks in the medium term should receive appropriate attention by governments and local and 
regional authorities and the civil society. A reinforced effort in preparedness of societies will be 
essential to curb increasing risks, investing in risk-related sciences (geosciences, meteorology, 
oceanography, ecology, etc.), in developing early warning systems and more efficient response in 
cases of emergency. 
 
6. Suggests that the Committee of Ministers and the governments of member States increase their 
efforts in protection of people from risk, by increasing resilience, promoting risk awareness 
through education and reducing disaster risk, integrating global change into their predictions and 
plans. 
 
7. Suggests that the Council of Europe becomes more involved in the action against climate 
change and prevention of its effects and provides appropriate funding for the necessary 
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programmes and activities related to early warning, risk education and post disaster assistance 
under the EUR-OPA Partial Agreement 
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Appendix 4 
 

List of forthcoming meetings (2008) 
 
 
 

 
 

Date 
 

 
Title 

 
Place 

19 May 
 

First European Day on Risk Training Paris (France) 

25-28 
August 
 

International Disaster and Risk Conference 2008 Davos (Switzerland) 

22-23 
September 
 

International Workshop "Public authorities and civil society 
together for a safe European nuclear future"  

Kiev (Ukraine) 

14-16 
October 
 

International Seminar on Early Warning Systems Aix en Provence 
(France) 

27-28 
October 
 

International Workshop: “For a new natural risk governance"  Istanbul (Turkey) 

30-31 
October 
 
 

55th Meeting of the Committee of Permanent 
Correspondents  

Istanbul (Turkey) 

26-28 
November 

Conference on natural disaster risk reduction “From past 
disasters to the climate change challenges in Europe” 
 

Paris (France) 

 


