
EURO-MEDITERRANEAN MAJOR
HAZARDS AGREEMENT (EUR-OPA)

Strasbourg, 23 January 2006 AP/CAT (2006) 10

OPEN PARTIAL AGREEMENT ON THE PREVENTION OF, PROTECTION AGAINST, AND 
ORGANISATION OF RELIEF IN MAJOR NATURAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL DISASTERS

2005 ACTIVITY REPORT 

The European Centre for Risk Prevention Training at School Level (CSLT), Sofia
Sofia 1000, 4 Vitosha Blvd.;  Bulgaria;  Tel./Fax:+359 (2) 9883554; Е-mail: kolio.kolev@cslt.org 



2

REPORT ON THE ACTIVITY IN 2005

I. PRIORITES IN 2005

The efforts of the Center concentrated on  the accomplishment of :

• The Conclusions of the Ministerial Meetings of the Open Partial Agreement EUR-
OPA Major Hazards in the areas of  Training and  Culture of Risk;

• The follow up to the Kobe Conference-United Nations Action Plan 2005-2015; 
• The Programs of the EUR-OPA  Major Hazards Agreement: 

o The European Training Program in the field of Risk Sciences FORM-OSE
o  The Program of the Decision Makers for Risk Prevention and Risk 

Management; 
o The University programs on Risk Sciences; 

• Medium Term Plan 2002-2006, Synergy-Risk prevention;
• Participation in the projects in connection with Training and Risk Management.

These Priorities were realized on the basis of the following specific type of activities:

1. Education:
a. School level: Seminars and  risk prevention awareness activities;
b. University; seminars and participation to Masters.

2. Information.

II. RESULTS FROM THE ACTIVITY OF THE CENTER IN 2005

1. Education.

a. School level

Due to the limited resources available of the Center, efforts were orientated to 
continue the activities carried out last years, and continue to cooperate with other 
European Centers  (Ravello, Cyprus, Draguignan, San Marino, Skopje). The co-
ordination of efforts in this field is important because many Centers carried out 
some activities of the FORM-OSE program. It will be interesting nowadays to 
organize a European Conference on risk prevention training at school level. The 
last conference in this respect was held in 2000.

A new topic has been considered dealing with “violence in schools” which is 
unfortunately of actuality.

In Bulgarian schools, the “Disaster prevention” problems is tackled –from 1th to 
10th class (50 hours) with three directions: Disaster Prevention, Fear preparation 
and  First aids. The discipline has existed since 10 years but the final results were 
not adequate due to the following reasons: systematic and chronological programs, 
interest, quality, “training of trainers”.
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The Center is planning  to start a pilot project (together with Sofia Municipality) 
with main aim to change the recent situation. On basis of serious research finally it 
is clear that the realization of our aim concerning Risk Prevention training lies in 
the creation of Co-ordination Center for Crisis Management.

The method of simulation uses the computer program of Interregional 
Mediterranean Training Center in Valabre (France) who was elaborated by an EU 
project 

The Centre organized  Working meeting: Initiatives and new tools concerning risk 
prevention awareness of the children at university and school level, on 17 and 18 
November 2005 in New Bulgarian University, Sofia. The basic themes of this 
meeting were: The European Policy in Risk Prevention at school and University 
level and New initiatives concerning risk prevention awareness at Euro-
Mediterranean level. The discussion were concentrated in Risk Prevention and e-
learning techniques.

b. University.

Training of  trainers.
Masters Programs started successfully:

- New Bulgarian University:
-Baca laver Department-Center for study of risks and security  
-Department-Crisis Public Relation and Crisis Communications.

In order to exchange experience, International working meeting was hold in Sofia 
on February 2004 between University-II (Montpellier) and New Bulgarian 
University. The group of students from Montpellier defended master’s degree in 
relief risk Management. This happened for the second time . On 2003 this meeting 
was held in Academy of Ministry of Interior. The experience shows the wish of 
Bulgarian University to use such a program and set up the Master’s programs in 
that area.

-New Bulgarian University and European Center organized on 18 October 2005 a 
symposium. Theme was : “Disasters, Fears, Realities”. Ministry of Disaster policy, 
Ministry of Environment, Parliament, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Government 
Administration, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Municipalities participated in the 
symposium with presentations.

c. Permanent education and Distance education.
The Center has agreement with the “Euro-Mediterranean for Training and 
Information”, Center Draguignan (France) to develop Distance education -
technical, communication and software. The Center looks into the possibility to
create a system for Distance education in Sofia Municipality - Risk prevention 
training at school level and training of trainers and officers.
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2.Information.

Be-Safe-Net

As a result of the Center activity is the development of the joint project (Cyprus, 
Sofia, Ravello) to create a WEB Site in relief of Risk prevention training at school 
level (Be-Safe-Net) in  all languages of the member States of the Agreement. The 
work meeting was hold in 2005 in Cyprus and process to fill in WEB Site started.

All joint partners have obligation and soon will have possibility to receive and add 
in the WEB Site big information from other Centers.

• Project Radio risk.

During the working meeting in Bulgarian National Radio (BNR) the possibilities to 
use existing programs of the three national channels on the theme Risk Culture by 
using all the radio forms and genres in its magazine programs of the type “talk 
show” and “current affairs & music” was defined. The project includes five 
regional program-channels.

In contrast to the existing practice of announcing the news of disasters (on the 
territory of Bulgaria, the region and the world), the future practice will insist on the 
obligatory adding of the so-called “background information” to each piece of news 
concerning a disaster (no matter where it has happened).

In order that each anchor of a news bulletin could prepare his/her background 
information as soon as possible, the BNR intends to create a software of the 
“Guide for the Disaster and Prevention of the Risks”, which will have a universal 
character and will consequently be adapted to every European Language.

Using the existing Internet Site of the BNR http://www.nationalradio.bg  for 
opening a special Internet Site for creation of Risk Culture among children: 
http://ww.risk_children.nationalradio.bg

The site will have an entertaining audio-visual-textual characteristic and will be divided in 
three sections:

o An audio-video-textual adaptation of the children’s print edition of the UN, 
accompanied by a computer game on the thee of disasters;

o An animated movie for the “family” of the disasters;
o Audio programs on the theme Risk Culture for children, which will be adapted 

for radio programs already broadcast by the two national and the five regional 
channels. 
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This Site will be linked with the WEB Site “Be safe net”.

Using the existing children’s programs of the national channels and the five regional 
channels-will broadcast thematic spots up to 5-10 min. on the theme Risk Culture.

Will create a radio drama material on the theme Risk Culture and will adapt for the 
children’s radio theatre some already prepared radio drama foreign language programs on 
this theme.

The BNR intends to organize and coordinate an international initiative, related to the 
environmental protection of the river Danube and the flood control and prevention along 
the river valley. BNR plans that this should be a special 5-10 min. program called 
“Danube a river for all, a care for everybody”.

3.Contribution:

a. Analysis of the regulations of the member states of the EUR-OPA Major Hazards 
Agreement.

In continuation of the Comparative Analysis of the regulations of the member States of 
the EUR-OPA Major Hazard Agreement ,European Center in Sofia participated in new 
study to examine the need and the added value of an Inter-ministerial approach or 
major risk management of floods and chemical accidents. This study deals with inter-
ministerial coordination concerning. mainly authorities at national level.

b. Risk Prevention and Crisis Management 
The Center has elaborated the work on the Project: “Coordination Center for Risk  
Management of Sofia Municipality”. This project is very important because “the 
Risk Management” is a general definition which also includes Risk prevention 
training.

The Centre organized working Meeting “The Risk Prevention activities in Sofia 
Municipality” on 15 and 16 December 2005.The setting up of a Coordination 
Centre in the framework of the Sofia Municipality to help for decision making 
concerning risks and emergency situations management. The proposal has been 
presented to test mathematical models to help for decision making in management 
crisis in case of floods and possibility to use existing GIS of Sofia.

4.Projects

The Center was partner candidate for projects:
- Project: Ethics and psychological support in risk and emergency situations
(EPSES);
-Pilot project: Risk prevention awareness Virtual  network (VIRPAN).

The Center is founder of Balkan Security Forum that was organized in 2005  
conference: ”Education, defense, security”- with the main attention of the risk 
“terrorism”.



6

Conclusions made on the basis of a new experience in relief Risk Prevention 
Training at school Level:

1. It’s very important to work on the setting up of national education policy in 
relief Risk prevention training at school level.

2. There are two General aims in Risk prevention training at school level:

- An operational (short-term):- risk prevention training of the children;
- A Culture-breeding (long-range):-training and up bring of the values in 
the all life of the personality.

The efforts for the time being are concentrated on the realization of the first aim. If 
we want to have success with new risks, we have to change ours efforts and  have 
good result of second aim. 

3. New risks enforce and new training methods:

-Distance training;
-WEB Sites (Internet);
-Method of the simulation;
- The Medias.

Director of European Center for Risk Prevention
Training at School Level (CSLT), Sofia, Bulgaria

Kolio Kolev-


