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Involving Youth Centres in the youth policy & youth work of the Council of Europe 
The promotion of the educational philosophy and approaches practiced in the European Youth Centres in member states of the Council of Europe and beyond has been a priority for the Directorate of Youth and Sport (called Directorate of Democratic Citizenship and Participation as from October 2011) since the 1990s. Over the years, numerous member states have offered to host a European Youth Centre in their country, but the Council of Europe could not take on the management and costs of further European Youth Centres. At the same time, the Council of Europe youth sector would like to support initiatives of public authorities that are inspired by and committed to the educational and political philosophy of the European Youth Centres. 

The European Steering Committee on Youth developed a project to promote the European Youth Centres of the Council of Europe as standard-setting instruments and examples of good practice for youth policy, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe welcomed the initiative for an initial pilot phase of three years, starting in 2011. 

This project aims at knowledge sharing and networking among youth centres across Europe. It consists of two main activities: 

· a Council of Europe Quality Label for Youth Centres, to be awarded to youth centres that meet the standard; and 

· an annual meeting of a European Platform of Youth Centres to ensure networking among centres recognised with the label and those aspiring to its acquisition. 

The Council of Europe Quality Label and the European Platform for Youth Centres represent 

· an opportunity for existing or planned youth centres in signatory states of the European Cultural Convention to associate to the values and youth policy priorities of the Council of Europe;

· a means of encouraging quality development among youth centres on the basis of established standards for educational and policy approaches in the youth sector of the Council of Europe;

· an opportunity for international networking and exchange between residential educational youth centres and their stakeholders;

· a mechanism for the promotion of quality standards in non-formal education and international youth work.

Eligibility criteria, Procedures and Conditions to acquire the Quality Label: 

A detailed description of the eligibility criteria in terms of policy, programme, infrastructure and administration is published in a brochure “The Council of Europe Quality Label for Youth Centres”, downloadable from the website of the Directorate of Democratic Citizenship and Participation:

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/IG_Coop/CoE_quality_label_youth_centres_en.pdf
Applicants to the 3rd European Platform of Youth Centres are kindly requested to study this brochure in detail before applying. 
The European Platform of Youth Centres
is organised annually and is a platform for exchange and knowledge sharing among the centres associating to the Council of Europe. It ensures networking amongst centres recognised with the quality label and those aspiring to its acquisition. 

1, 2, 3…

The 1st Platform meeting was organized in February 2010 at the European Youth Centre Budapest and aimed at exploring the interest in the label and to the further development of the concept drawing on the experience of the participants. 
The 2nd Platform meeting took into account the recommendations of the 1st Platform to introduce an annual thematic priority to deepen the knowledge on a subject relevant to the quality development of the centres. The 2nd Platform looked at “Non-formal education – definitions, objectives, methodology” and related the reflections to Council of Europe values.
Objectives of the Platform 2012 

· to present the ‘Council of Europe quality label for youth centres’;
· to exchange on the management and educational practices in youth centres; 

· to deepen participants’ knowledge on non-formal education with young people;

· to promote Council of Europe values in youth policy and youth work standards;

· to establish contacts for networking and cooperation amongst participants.

Participants

The Platform will bring together:

· leaders of youth centres aspiring to receive the quality label 

· decision-makers planning to establish a youth centre with Council of Europe philosophy and quality standards;
· members of the statutory bodies of the Council of Europe youth sector;
· selected experts.

All participants should:

· be prepared and competent to present the structure and concept of the centre they are representing, and/or

· be in the position to place the plan for the establishment of a new centre in a youth policy framework;
· be available for the full duration of the Platform; 

· be able to work in English or French.

Working languages

The Platform meeting will be held in English and, if required, French with simultaneous interpretation. Technical facilities for additional languages are available; however, the costs for interpreters for other languages would need to be covered by the participant’s institution or organisation. 

Practical arrangements

The Platform meeting will be held from 18 to 20 April 2012 at the European Youth Centre Budapest. Participants are requested to participate for the entire duration of the meeting and are asked to plan their arrival for 17 April and their departure for 20 April after 1pm. Accommodation in single rooms will be provided for the duration of the Platform at the 
European Youth Centre Budapest
Zivatar u. 1-3., H-1024 BUDAPEST, Hungary
Fax: + 36 1 212 4076 

Tel: + 36 1 438 1030 (Reception 24 hrs)

Email: eycb.secretariat@coe.int
Information on facilities and local travel: www.eycb.coe.int
Board and lodging at the European Youth Centre will be arranged and covered by the Council of Europe. 
Participants are expected to cover their travel costs and other subsistence expenses. 

As the number of the participants in the meeting will be limited, those interested in participating in the Platform are requested to complete the application from below and return it by 19 March 2012 by e-mail to: youthcentres.quality@coe.int Participants selected will be informed by 30th March 2012 and receive an official invitation letter together with a detailed programme, background documents and technical information. 
3rd EUROPEAN PLATFORM of YOUTH CENTRES

European Youth Centre Budapest
18-20 April 2012
Timetable + programme outline

Please note: this is a draft programme and subject to changes

	Tuesday, 17 April

	
	Arrival

Check-in at the EYC Budapest

	20:00
	Welcome reception, social evening

	Wednesday, 18 April

	09:30
	Opening and introductions

	09:45
	Discovering the European Youth Centre Budapest

	10:00
	Quality Label – Background information and state of affairs, presentation of the labeling process undergoing in the “ADRASAN Education and Training Centre” Antalya, Turkey

	11:00
	Coffee break

	11:30
	Links between non formal and formal education: introduction by an expert, presentation of practices in a youth centre, discussion

	13:00
	Lunch

	15:00
	Management of a youth centre (internal organisation, practical aspects, …): introduction by one centre manager, discussion

	16:30
	Coffee break

	17:00
	1st round of presentations of new candidate centres 

	18:30
	Dinner in EYCB and free evening

	Thursday, 19 April

	09:30
	How can youth centres contribute to the orientation of youth policies?

presentation of the practice in the EYCs, presentation of the practice in one “national” youth centre, discussion

	11:00
	Coffee break

	11:30
	Cooperation with the youth sector and youth organizations: presentation of the co-management within the Council of Europe’s youth sector and practice in the EYCs, discussion

	13:00
	Lunch break

	15:00
	Educational staff, access to trainers: presentation of the practice in the EYCs, practice in a “national” centre, discussion

	16:30
	Coffee break

	17:00
	2nd round of presentations of new candidate centres

	18:30
	Closing of the working session

	20:00
	Dinner in town

	Friday, 20 April

	09:00
	Plenary discussion on future perspectives

	10:30
	Coffee break

	11:00
	Evaluations and conclusions, end of session

	12:30
	Lunch

	
	Departures
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3rd European Platform of Youth Centres

EYC Budapest, 18-20 April 2012
APPLICATION FORM
Please fill out the complete application form
 I. INFORMATION ON THE APPLICANT:

	Name: 

Sex:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male/  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

Age:

Nationality:

Country of Residence: 



	Working languages (please tick all of the languages in which you are able to work):
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 English     FORMCHECKBOX 
 French      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Others (please specify)



	Contacts – Please note all correspondence will be sent to this address – please ensure it is complete.

Postal address (street, number, city, postal code, country):

Telephone:


Fax: -
Mobile telephone:                  e-mail: 

	 Have you any special needs or requirements (e.g. dietary, disability, etc.)



	Visas

If you are accepted as a participant, will you need a visa for Hungary?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If you require Council of Europe assistance to obtain your visa, please indicate:

Date of birth:   FORMTEXT 
                        Passport No.:  FORMTEXT 
                          Issued at:  FORMTEXT 

Place of birth:  FORMTEXT 
                       Date of expiry:  FORMTEXT 
                         Place:  FORMTEXT 


	 I am available to attend the full duration of the Platform (18-19 April 2012 - working days)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	I am aware that the Council of Europe will not cover my travel costs.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     


 II INFORMATION ON THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY, ORGANISATION OR INSTITUTION 
	I represent 

Name: 
Postal address: 

Telephone:



Fax: 

e-mail:                                                     Internet address: 

	 How would you best classify your public authority/organisation/institution?

	


III. MOTIVATIONS and INTEREST IN THE PLATFORM
	Please give a short description of the aims and activities of your organisation/institution in relation to the Platform: 



	Does your organisation/institution already run or plan to set up a youth centre wishing to acquire the CoE quality label? Describe the centre briefly. You may also add information material in a separate file. 


	Beside your organisation/institution, which other bodies are involved/plan getting involved in the running of the centre? 



	Would you be ready to present your centre or project plan to the Platform? 

(max 10-15 minutes) 



	What are your organisation/institution’s expectations towards the Platform and its follow- up? 



	What is your personal role and responsibility in relation to the centre or the planned implementation of a centre? 



	I have studied the brochure “The Council of Europe Quality Label for Youth Centres” and I am aware of the nature of the project.                        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Please send the duly completed form by 19 March 2012 at the latest by e-mail to

youthcentres.quality@coe.int
Thank you !

Budapest,  17 January 2012
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� There are some general pre-conditions for the acquisition of the label. Centres must:


• have for their primary mission to serve the youth sector and young people


• have a clear mandate from public authorities


• have a structured relationship with public authorities


• have relations with civil society as part of their policy


• include multipliers among their primary target groups


• have in-house educational staff working to support the activities


• have accommodation facilities within one campus with the working facilities


• operate on a strictly not for profit basis


It is important to note that tourist and holiday centres, centres without a primary educational mission, youth centres that are independent of public authorities and for-profit commercial establishments are from the outset excluded.
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