FAQs

Why does Eurimages require a minimum conversion into a digital 2K Jpeg 2000 DCP master?

It is the minimum international standard screenable in digital cinemas specified by the DCI (Digital Cinema Initiative), which is a group formed by six US majors. 

Is it enough to submit a laboratory quote for a 2K – JPEG 2000 DCP master?

The answer is yes: A laboratory quote for a 2 K digital master suffices, although we also suggest conversion into other formats that enable distribution of the film on VOD, internet platforms, HDTV, etc.

Does a laboratory quote for a HD master suffice to apply for Eurimages Digitisation Support? 

The answer is no: Eurimages insists on the minimum DCI compliant standard for theatrical projection, which is a 2K - JPEG 2000 DCP conversion. 

Does Eurimages also accept a conversion into a 4K master?

The answer is yes: Yes, the minimum is a 2K master and we also accept the higher conversion into 4K. The DCI specification for digital projectors calls for three levels of playback to be supported: 2K (2048x1080) at 24 frames per second, 4K (4096x2160) at 24 frames per second, and 2K at 48 frames per second.  

Do I need a 4 K projection system to play a 4K movie?

The answer is no: 4K movies can be played on 2K projection systems. Through the use of JPEG 2000 image compression technology, 2K projection systems can extract a 2K image from a 4K digital movie. Likewise, a 4K system can increase the resolution of a 2K image for projection on a 4K projector. This capability results in full interoperability between 2K and 4K systems.
What are the average costs for a digital master?

This depends on various elements: 

a) The source for the conversion. The costs can differ widely depending on the original format used for filming, the post-production process and, especially, the availability or not of a digital intermediate. 

b) The conversion into different formats intended for VOD, HDTV or internet.

If the film was shot and post-produced traditionally is it possible to convert directly into a 2K digital master?

The answer is no: A digital intermediate is required to precede to the different digital audiovisual formats, amongst others the 2K JPEG 2000 DCP master. 

What are the average costs for the creation of a digital intermediate?

The average costs range between €18 000 and € 35 000 depending on the filming format and the post-production. The cost for the creation of a digital intermediate is eligible for the Eurimages support.
The project will be digitised in order to generate a compilation of the director’s works on DVD? Does it qualify for Eurimages Digitisation Support?

The answer is “yes”: As long as the laboratory quote includes a 2K – JPEG 2000 DCP master.
Can an application for Eurimages Digitisation Support be made although the film was produced and released several years ago?

The answer is yes: As long as the project has not already been digitised, Eurimages encourages producers to apply for Digitisation Support. 

Is Eurimages Digitisation Support a repayable loan?

The answer is no: Eurimages Digitisation Support is a non-repayable subsidy.
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