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This report details the evaluation of the Council of Europe Pestalozzi 
workshop on History and Cultural Heritage held from 28th February to 4th 
March at The British Council Offices, 10 Spring Gardens, London. The 
workshop was hosted and organised by the British Council and part funded by 
the Department for Education. 
 
1. Selection of delegates 
 
Delegates for the event were pre-selected via a comprehensive application 
form which asked them to detail their experience and interest in the teaching 
of history and issues of cultural heritage and identity linked to it. A proportion 
of delegates had significant experience of teaching history in school or other 
settings in their own states while others expressed a strong interest in them 
despite not being specialist teachers of secondary history. 
 
All the successful applicants shared a common desire to find out more about 
features of teaching history and cultural heritage in the UK. 
 
2. Pre-course preparation 
 
All delegates were asked to read materials made available electronically 
before the workshop outlining the current requirements for the teaching of the 
National Curriculum for History at Key Stage 3 (11-14) in English state 
schools. Two recent reports were also included which had offered advice to 
the previous UK government on the teaching of emotive and controversial 
history (3-19) and on the relationship between citizenship teaching and 
identity. In addition delegates were asked to complete a questionnaire 
outlining their own thinking on the teaching of history and issues of cultural 
identity and heritage in their own countries. The questionnaires were designed 
to provoke reflection among delegates prior to exposure to how history and 
cultural heritage were taught in English state schools at Key Stage 3. 
 
3. Organisation of the training and workshops 
 
The training was organised and partly delivered by the Course Director (three 
other workshop leaders also led sessions; Jamie Byrom, Alf Wilkinson and 
Richard Harris). .An icebreaker session on the first evening introduced 
delegates to the National Curriculum for History at Key Stage 2 (7 – 11) in 
English State Schools, including a demonstration of a teaching technique 
called hot-seating. Workshops were partly drawn from materials created for 
the Historical Association for a website sponsored by the previous UK 
government called “Who Do We Think We Are?” (it aimed to provide specialist 
history teachers and other educators with teaching materials for the inclusion 
of diverse groups within the mainstream history curriculum, including ethnic 
minorities.)  



The workshops included: 
 

• An overview of the development of the history curriculum used in 
English state schools from the 1960’s to the present, including the 
views of current policymakers. 

• Approaches to incorporating Roma/Gypsy history through the focus on 
generations of a single family living in the English rural county of 
Devon. This supported an aim of the programme in using history to 
help understand and engage with different generations and the wider 
community. 

• Approaches for incorporating British Muslim history through a focus on 
Muslim soldiers who fought for the UK during the First World War as a 
means of helping pupils understand the links between local, national 
and international history  

• Approaches to incorporating white working class history through a 
focus on generations of a single mining family from the English 
northern county of Durham. This helped delegates see how the “Big 
Picture“ of history can be taught, establishing context and interrelated 
events over a long period of time. 

• Approaches to incorporating Polish, Lithuanian and Slovak history 
through a focus on the Second World War 

• Reflection on past experience of the Pestalozzi programme and how 
this impacted on the work and research of a past delegate, in this case 
the presenter, Richard Harris.  

 
3.1 Format of the sessions 
 
Each workshop aimed to balance speaker input with an opportunity to take 
part in practical activities which modelled how these might be used in a real 
classroom while particular content was being taught. There were also 
opportunities for differing groups of delegates to discuss how aspects of the 
practice modelled in the workshop related to the teaching of history in their 
own countries. The scope for wider dissemination of the views of delegates 
within workshops was constrained by the varying degrees of English fluency 
across the 30 delegates. Lengthier discussion and longer feedback to the 
group as a whole would have risked delegates not receiving a full enough 
picture of history teaching in English state schools through lack of time. 
 
3.2 Additional elements in the programme 
 
Placements were organised allowing delegates  an afternoon visit to one of 
three outstanding history departments in varied London state schools ; 
Fortismere School in Haringey, Lampton Academy in Hounslow and St 
Mary’s Church of England High School in Barnet.  
 
It was arranged for delegates to hear about or tour the school, observe some 
history teaching and talk to teachers and/or some pupils. The visits were an 



opportunity for delegates to see whether the approaches being modelled for 
them in the workshops were evident in schools. 
 
There is some outstanding museum education provision in the UK which 
schools can use to enhance their teaching of history. A visit was arranged to 
the Museum of London –Docklands where delegates had time to explore the 
interactive galleries of a museum that reflects an area of London that has 
undergone massive social, cultural and economic change over the centuries. 
Delegates saw a performance by an actor based on the life of a nineteenth 
century Indian sailor aimed at secondary school pupils, followed by a 
question and answer session with the actor and museum education 
manager.  
 
4. Delegates responses to the programme 
 
Ratings of the overall event and individual elements can be found in full in 
Appendix 1, while a selection of comments on from delegates’ evaluations 
can be found in Appendix 2. 
 
Overall, 85% of participants strongly agreed that the seminar had been a 
positive experience, with the remaining 15% agreeing. 48% said that the 
seminar had exceeded their expectations, and 53% stated that it had met 
their expectations. 
 
74% strongly agreed that the British Council team had helped to make the 
programme go well and over half of delegates agreed to varying degrees that 
the programme has provided them with new and valuable insights and ideas, 
that the length and pace of the programme had been appropriate, that the 
programme had been well balanced and that the facilitators had helped to 
make the programme go well. One delegate praised the “excellent support of 
the British Council” and said “Andrew Wrenn is very enthusiastic because he 
gave me a lot of new approaches about identity, cultural heritage and of 
course the teaching of history in the UK”. 
 
78% of delegates found the introductory session excellent and the Tuesday 
session very successful in giving them an overview of history teaching in the 
English state system. They were impressed with the integration of black 
history and how children respond to it.   
 
Delegates found the Roma and British Muslim case studies on Wednesday 
morning very interesting and felt it gave them new ideas for tackling the 
problem of how to represent minorities in history lessons. Delegates 
appreciated the opportunity to observe and participate in lessons during their 
school visits. Several commented that it was good to see the practice 
modelled for them in the workshops actually being used in lessons. One 
delegate reported pupils at Lampton School telling him that the skills the 
subject provided them with would remain valuable for the rest of their lives.  
Delegates enjoyed their visit to the Docklands Museum on Wednesday, 
particularly seeing how the museum is made more accessible for school 
pupils through activities such as the dramatisation of Lascar sailors on British 



ships. The case study of the northern mining family reinforced the similar 
approach used in the previous day’s workshop on the Gypsy family. A 
number of delegates commented on the novel approach to using family 
history, photographs and maps which they could replicate in their own 
teaching.  
 
The case study on Eastern European experience during the Second World 
War risk provoking controversy, and not surprisingly did so. The discussion 
that followed was an example of real intercultural dialogue in action. Some 
felt that it attempted to deal with a complicated and controversial topic in too 
little time, with no time left for reflection as a group afterwards. It was 
suggested that participants from the countries being discussed could have 
been invited to input, even perhaps to prepare something beforehand to 
share, to ensure it wasn’t too Anglo-centric. On the other hand, delegates 
were given time to revisit the session the following day and several 
commented privately that they agreed with the teaching approaches used. 
One delegate said publically that it was refreshing to see Polish history 
taught from an English perspective. It could be equally said that it is rare to 
see any Polish history taught in the UK at all! 
 
The input of Richard Harris on the last day was valued and offered delegates 
suggestions for ways of integrating what they have learned. One delegate 
said “I really valued Richard Harris’s approach and input which has given me 
tangible ideas for how I can integrate what I have learned.” 
 
Delegates highlighted that the aspects they most appreciated, or felt they 
would benefit from were: 

• Ways of incorporating minorities into history teaching and methods of 
addressing diversity through the teaching of history 

• The opportunity to visit an outstanding history department in the UK and 
see new teaching methods 

• Ways to motivate children through making history personal and inspiring 
them to take an interest in their own identity and sense of self 

• The opportunity to take a step back and reflect on teaching methods and 
best practice 

• Making contacts for joint working in the future 

• Materials that can be used and adapted in the classroom 

 
Conclusions and observations 
 
Some delegates commented that the range of facilitators could have been 
more diverse, particularly given the theme of the programme. Facilitators 
were selected for their subject area expertise. Other delegates commented 
that they would have enjoyed more time for the free exchange of ideas and 
experiences across such a diverse range of educators. However despite this 



valid concern, effective networking and ambitions to continue links and 
contacts were made through the programme. These range from co-writing a 
history textbook on Eastern Europe with contributions from several countries, 
using Jamie Byrom’s presentation to inspire teaching of Roma history in a 
cluster of London schools, using the personal experience of being brought up 
in a French family with adopted Arab siblings in teaching, a Bosnian and UK 
school were hoping to establish a new link through the Comenius programme 
through to exploring ways of including the Russian minority in the Estonian 
History curriculum. 
 
For many delegates this programme gave a valuable opportunity for 
professional reflection which may have a longer term impact. One delegate 
commented “it was great to have the chance to reflect on how and why we 
teach and gain inspiration from other teachers and experts“. Others said 
“controversial and thought provoking discussion”; “taking part in the seminar 
made me more confident about what I do in school”; “this really gave me food 
for thought “ and “I saw how much the UK is able to reflect and adapt their 
teaching, and I envy the quality of trainers that delivered the sessions”. 
A number of delegates who were by no means history specialists said that 
they had enjoyed and gained from the programme through experiencing 
novel teaching methods, observing effective teaching in schools and being 
inspired by the passion and commitment of facilitators. All delegates ended 
up reconsidering their notions of identity and the fact that everyone holds a 
multiple and complex identity. 
 
One comment spoke for a number of delegate’s experience about the 
programme “I have one regret……it was too short!”  
 
5. Future recommendations 
 
Based on the evaluations received, and experience of facilitating the 
sessions I would suggest that it is valuable to focus on ensuring that: 

• The balance of input to discussion time is reconsidered 

• Opportunities are created for the invited contribution of some delegates 
from particular countries where this is relevant to particular sessions 

• Sufficient time is allowed for when dealing with controversial material 

• Given the obvious appetite and enthusiasm for hearing about and 
discussing how history is taught and its implications across a diverse 
range of European countries, it is recommended that more workshops 
on history are offered in the future. 



APPENDIX 
 
Council of Europe Pestalozzi Workshop  
History and Cultural Heritage: Understanding Identi ty and the Modern World 
Sample range of comments from participant evaluatio n forms   
 
 
Country  Comment  
Italy The whole programme was entirely new to me  and it proved a positive 

experience 
UK This really gave me food for thought. Will spend time looking at school 

curriculum to ensure we are making links to the big picture 
Netherlands It was great to have the chance to reflect on how and why we teach, 

and gain inspiration from other teachers and experts  
Poland I saw how much the UK is able to reflect on and adapt their teaching, and 

I envy the quality of trainers that delivered the sessions – this is not so 
possible in Poland. 

Germany Taking part in the seminar has made me more confident about what I do 
in school – as a first year teacher I try and fulfil the curriculum but this 
reminds you that it is important to focus on what is important to students in 
their lives, not just the curriculum. 

Latvia The concept of including history is very important, I really appreciate that 
the British programme was the focus as is better seen from here. 
Problems are the same in every country, we can all take away and reflect 
on how we can do things differently. 

France Thought link between family, local, national, European and World history 
was made very successfully 

Cyprus I was impressed by the approach with maps and photos, and I have been 
encouraged to use a more creative approach and use some of these 
materials 

Romania I really appreciated the high quality of materials and will certainly use them 
when I go back to Romania. 

Netherlands I would have liked more time for plenary discussion. People's view may 
influence and deepen my own 

Slovenia Very well prepared case study sessions. They gave me such a lot of ideas 
for how to incorporate minorities in my teaching of history.  

UK I was very interested in the session about Roma families as I teach in a 
Roma school and hope to take Jamie's presentation for our cluster of 
schools in Bromley 

France School visit was great and the lesson we saw was very interactive and 
gave students great skills in critical judgement 

Bulgaria The activity helped in sharing and understanding of teaching of history at 
our primary level in the UK. It was also a very good ice breaking exercise. 

Lithuania Not enough time to reflect and share comments after East Europe activity 
Spain Excellent and informative presentation that enabled me to find ways of 

making a difference. Quite often teachers can feel isolated if they have 
high aspirations and cannot find ways to make changes. 

Bosnia I really enjoyed these sessions. It made me see how I can bring history of 
the children in my school into our curriculum 



 
Country   Comment  
Hungary Andrew Wrenn is a great teacher!  
UK I really valued Richard Harris’s approach and input which has given me 

tangible ideas for how I can integrate what I have learned 
Italy Why were there no woman or not white people delivering the sessions? 

Perhaps this should reflect diversity!  
Turkey Helped me get a better overall view of the issues at stake in teaching 

history today 
 The mining family session was a very personal and relevant view of 

history that enabled us to appreciate and understand expectations of 
particular class in UK 

UK My thinking has been critically challenged and the time away from school 
has allowed me to reflect deeper and with purpose. 
 

Spain Controversial and thought provoking discussion. Made me think about the 
stories I have to share of my own family history at important times in the 
20th century 

 
 

 


