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A I M S  A N D  O B J E C T I V E S  O F  T H E  W O R K S H O P  
 

Since its launch in 2001, the project “Teaching remembrance - Education for the 
prevention of crimes against humanity” has pursued objectives based on the requirements 
of Recommendation (2001) 15 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on 
history teaching in twenty-first-century Europe. At the same time, the project is a response 
to the commitment made by European Education Ministers in Strasbourg on 18 October 
2002 to introduce a Day of Remembrance of the Holocaust and for the Prevention of 
Crimes against Humanity in schools, on dates chosen in line with the histories of the 
individual member states.  
 

In particular, the project is aimed at:  
• helping pupils in our schools to find out about and understand the events that 

darkened European and world history and to recognize the uniqueness of the 
Shoah as the first deliberate attempt to exterminate people on a global scale;  

• raising awareness of all of the genocides and crimes against humanity that marked 
the 20th century;  

• educating pupils about how to prevent crimes against humanity;  
• fostering understanding, tolerance and friendship between nations, ethnic groups 

and religious communities, while remaining faithful to the Council of Europe’s 
fundamental principles.  

 

The workshop “Education and Remembrance” was organized on the initiative of the 
Ministry of National Education in Poland by the National In-Service Teacher Training 
Centre under the Council of Europe Pestalozzi training programme for education 
professionals. The theme of the European Workshop is Teaching remembrance – 
education for the prevention of crimes against humanity. 
 

The workshop is aimed at: 
• introducing approaches related to the Holocaust Education;  
• better understanding of the past and present situation of  Jews in Poland;  
• sharing information on national and international projects concerning Teaching 

Remembrance; 
• introducing various aspects of education at the Holocaust authentic memorial sites. 

 

Given the undeniable significance of the Holocaust as well as concerns arising from the 
current political context and young people’s understanding of contemporary life it is very 
important to ensure that the Holocaust is taught appropriately and effectively. Teaching 
about the Holocaust is one of the most important things a teacher can do. It is also one of 
the most challenging. 
 

The workshop introduces an approach to teaching about the Holocaust within the context 
of a scheme of work on racism and prejudice, encourage teachers and through them 
students to reflect on the lessons for the present day. It is a cross-curricular approach that 
offers important opportunities for working on a cognitive as well as an effective level. 
Through this broad approach students are able to explore the ways in which racism and 
prejudice are at work in their own neighborhood and see how minorities are vulnerable in 
our society. Teachers have to consider the importance of moral development of the 
students when looking at the Holocaust. Teachers have to rise awareness of where racial 
hatred and prejudice can lead. 
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N   
 

The workshop was addressed to History, Civic Education and Intercultural Education 
teachers, trainers and coordinators responsible for in-service training in Intercultural and 
the Holocaust Education as well as representatives of educational authorities involved in 
creating and reforming educational systems in their countries. The participants were 
expected to contribute in building a more sensitive environment at their places for the 
Holocaust Education and History and Culture of Jews Education, working as multipliers, 
disseminating materials, introducing relevant working methods and organizing special 
events, such as a Day of Remembrance of the Holocaust and for the Prevention of Crimes 
against Humanity in their schools and other related projects. 
 
There were 20 participants from 12 European countries such as Albania, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Finland, Georgia, Greece, Italy, Malta, Poland, Portugal and Romania. 
Most of the participants were school teachers and but there were also some representatives 
of In-Service Teacher Training Institutions, and Ministries of Education. The full list of 
the participants with their professional positions can be found on page 6.  
 
The workshop took place at the Residential Training Centre in Sulejówek that provides 
the organization and facilities for NTTC's training schemes. Located in a historical 
building once owned by Ignacy Paderewski, an outstanding Polish pianist and politician, 
this is a well equipped and well organized training centre. 
 
The center can accommodate 74 guests in double rooms with bathrooms. There are five 
lecture rooms, including a large reception hall, a computer room, workshop rooms and a 
library. The Center has its own canteen and transport. Its terraces, lanes and arbors allow 
course participants contemplate nature, relax and work out of doors. 
 
The working language of the workshop was English. All the participants had a very good 
command of the language that enabled free communication and exchange of ideas.  
 
The participants were offered the following activities: 
 
• Lectures given by experts about contemporary approaches to history, teaching 

about the Holocaust in Poland, Polish Jews history and culture and Annihilation of 
Jewish population on the occupied territories 1939 – 1945; 

• Study visits in the district of former Warsaw Ghetto: Synagogue, Jewish 
Cemetery, old streets, Memorials connected with World War II (discussion and 
plenary); 

• Study visit to the Museum of Fighting and Martyrdom in Treblinka;  
• Workshops (active methods and cooperative workshop); 
• Discussions; 
• Study visits in two Warsaw schools (methods of teaching and school activities 

focused on Intercultural and the Holocaust Education) 
• Sharing experiences on education for prevention of crimes against humanity in 

different European respective countries;   
• Examples of good practices; 
• Cultural programme (sightseeing Warsaw). 
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At the arrival day the participants were offered ice breakers and integrating activities. It 
was crucial to the success of the workshop to create a safe and open atmosphere, because 
many activities of the program and the emotions they arise are difficult to handle and the 
possibility to talk and express emotions openly is very important. After that, the 
international evening of the first day, during which all the participants had the opportunity 
to introduce their countries and some specialties of their national cuisine, took place in a 
very friendly and warm atmosphere and lead to the creation of a cohesive group which 
worked effectively and fruitfully during the week followed. 
 
The guided sightseeing of Warsaw during the second day of the workshop gave all the 
participants the opportunity to see the main historical places of the town. The participants 
were also able to learn about Polish history with the main focus on the difficult history of 
the XX century. At the same day the participants had a meeting with the Council of 
Europe expert and exchanged the experience on education for prevention of crimes 
against humanity in their respective countries. 
 
The lectures given to the participants after the official opening ceremony shaped the 
theoretical frame of the workshop and raised crucial issues and questions, such as the use 
of the multiperspective approach of history teaching when teaching about Holocaust. 
Another issue which was emphasized was that the Remembrance of Holocaust and more 
generally the remembrance of the past must not lead us to be slaves of the history but the 
aim must be the building of the future and the prevention of crimes against humanity. 
 
During the next day, the visits to authentic sites and memorials (Warsaw Ghetto district 
and the Museum of Fighting and Martyrdom in Treblinka) created special learning 
experiences and opportunities different from those in the classroom. It enriched the 
theoretical frame of the previous day with full of emotions experiences and provided 
opportunities for in-depth study of particular places and moments in time. During the 
discussion and reflections in the plenary session the participants admitted that it was not 
only an opportunity to answer historical questions, but a stimulus for new historical, 
moral, and ethical questions. 
  
The workshops that took place in the fifth day of the seminar stressed the importance of  
teaching about the Holocaust in order to achieve historical remembrance, to raise 
historical awareness and to build civil responsibility, social attitudes and behavior towards 
nationalism, xenophobia, intolerance and contemporary threats such as Neo-Nazism, anti-
Semitism and Holocaust denial. The participants learned how the Holocaust can be taught 
to students according to their age, not only on History and Civic Education lessons, but 
also through art and literature. During the workshops the participants used active and 
cooperative methods and shared experiences and ideas.  
 
During the study visits of the last day in Warsaw schools the participants realized that the 
Polish schools elaborate distinguished projects regarding the topic of Holocaust in the 
framework of intercultural education. The discussions that followed with the teachers and 
the students of the schools were very useful and fruitful. The final activity of the 
workshop, that was the visit to the Jewish Historical Institute, led to the conclusion that 
Poland is the country that can contribute a lot to organizing seminars and workshops for 
education professionals about Holocaust and Remembrance. 
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P A R T I C I P A N T S  
 

 Title  First name  Last name  Country  Institution and position 

1 
Mr Dhimitri Bako Albania 

Ministry of Education and Science, 
Educational advisor 

2 
Ms Simona Mentova Bulgaria 

Secondary school, 
Teacher  

3 
Mr Tvrtko Bożić Croatia 

Secondary school, 
Teacher 

4 
Ms Loukia Hadjimichael Cyprus 

Ministry of Education and Culture, 
Inspector 

5 
Mr Ioannis Andreou Cyprus 

Primary school, 
Teacher 

6 
Ms Paraskevoula Protopapa Cyprus 

Ministry of Education and Culture, 
Inspector 

7 
Ms Ifigenia Loizou Cyprus 

Primary school, 
Teacher 

8 
Ms Paivi Vartiainen-Ora Finland 

Educational Association, 
Teacher, textbook author 

9 
Ms Diana Japaridze Georgia 

Secondary school, 
Teacher 

10 
Ms Efrossini Pavlogeogratou Greece 

Secondary school, 
Teacher 

11 
Mr Luigi Sisi Italy 

Secondary school, 
Teacher 

12 
Ms Anna Cavenaghi Italy 

Primary school, 
Head teacher 

13 
Ms Sylvia Sammut Malta 

Secondary school, 
Teacher 

14 
Mr Leszek Kondzielnik Poland 

Secondary school, 
Teacher 

15 
Mr Andrzej Górniak Poland 

Secondary school, 
Head Teacher  

16 
Ms Bogumiła Stemoińska Poland 

Secondary school, 
Teacher 

17 
Ms Teresa Stronciwilk Poland 

Secondary school, 
Teacher 

18 
Ms Marta  Tomkiewicz Poland 

Secondary school, 
Teacher 

19 
Mr Luis Oliveira Portugal 

Regional Office of Education and 
Culture, Educational advisor 

20 
Ms 

Constanta 
Victoria 

Balog Romania 
Secondary school, 
Teacher 
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E X P E R T S  
 

Jacek Żakowski. A very well known press and radio journalist, acknowledged for his 
involvement in social and political journalism (including Polityka magazine, Radio Zet, 
TOK FM). He has won many press awards, for example “The Journalist of the Year 1997” 
(Press) and “Victor” (Television). He was a Press Secretary for Civic Parliament Club, 
one of the founders of “Gazeta Wyborcza” newspaper, and the first President of Polish 
Information Agency. Jacek Żakowski is also a Head of Journalist College at Collegium 
Civitas in Warsaw. Among his latest books are “The Revenge of Memory” (Sic! 2002) 
and “Fear and Hope. Talks about Future” (Sic! 2003). 
 
Jacek Żakowski gave a lecture based on his book “The Revenge of Memory” – a 
collection of essays and talks with intellectualists and witnesses of history of XX century. 
The subject of his research is the way, how the painful memory of the minorities that 
suffered starts influencing the events now, how it changes the image of the past and what 
are the results of it process. In the discussion with the participants, the journalist expressed 
his opinion about evaluation of historical events. He believes that we cannot make definite 
collective judgments of historical events – as many witnesses, as many perspectives and 
many opinions will have political connotation. What we can do is to remember and learn 
from the lessons of the history not to allow tragedies in the future.     
 
PhD Piotr Trojański. A historian, lecturer at the Historical institute of the Pedagogical 
Academy of Cracow, academic advisor at the International Center for Education about 
Auschwitz and the Holocaust, director of the postgraduate studies “Totalitarianism – 
Nazism – Holocaust”. Piotr Trojański conducts a research in the field of Polish Jews 
history and teaching about the Holocaust. He is a co-author of the program about the 
Holocaust for secondary school students and a text-book “The Holocaust. To Understand 
Why?”. He is also a member of the Polish delegation at Task Force for International 
Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research and the International 
Auschwitz Council.  
 
Piotr Trojański was invited to speak about teaching about the Holocaust in Poland from 
the historical perspective. The situation of teachers in Poland intending to teach about the 
Holocaust is a very specific one. From one side, they have a large quantity of documents 
and materials in the form of memories, diaries, and films. They have also the possibility to 
teach people directly in the places of extermination. They may look forward to the 
assistance and support of many scientific organizations which are professionally studying, 
not only the Holocaust problem, but 1,000 years of the history of the Jewish population in 
Poland. On the other hand, the Holocaust is not specified in the Polish program of 
teaching history as an autonomic subject. Until quite lately, the Holocaust was not 
reflected in the dialectic activity of Polish teachers of history. After 1989, the situation 
definitely changed. In the circumstances of full sovereignty and construction of 
democratic order, the problem of the extermination of Jews was given its proper place in 
the considerations and discussions of the Polish people. It is worthy to note that these 
discussions are not easy. Consciousness that the history of Polish-Jewish relations is 
painful for both sides, makes it difficult. However, in spite of difficulties, convictions 
predominate about the necessity of the transmission of reliable knowledge concerning the 
Polish-Jewish past, including the Holocaust it is essential to educate people to be open-
minded, tolerant, and equipped with knowledge and skill. It may enable them to 
understand and create a contemporary world. 
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During the presentation of organizations Piotr Trojański told about the activities of the 
International Center for Education about Auschwitz and the Holocaust in Auschwitz, 
within the framework of the Museum. The Center is international, which means that it 
carries out tasks aimed at the international community, and also cooperates closely with 
Polish and foreign institutions that commemorate the victims of the Holocaust; 
educational, in the sense of helping young people, students, scholars, journalists, teachers, 
educators, and others who are interested in the subject to understand—within the context 
of Auschwitz—the challenges of the contemporary world, which face the entire human 
race; about Auschwitz and the Holocaust, in other words, about all aspects of the tragedy 
of the Jewish Holocaust, about anti-Semitic pogroms, about Polish victims and anti-Polish 
terror under occupation, about the destruction of human beings through the camp system, 
about the exploitation of people in criminal experiments, about the death of the Roma and 
the disabled, about the abasement and deliberate exclusion from humankind of whole 
communities. The participants were given some guidance, how to prepare students to 
study trips to Holocaust-related sites.  

The teaching tools on anti-Semitism and Remembrance that were created in cooperation 
between  the ODIHR, the Anne Frank House Amsterdam and national experts, translated 
into six European languages with special country adaptations were also presented by Piotr 
Trojański. These materials provide educators with facts, background information and 
good practices on how to address anti-Semitism in the classroom. They provide students 
with the opportunity to engage with Jewish history as well as with more general questions 
of identity and diversity. By means of these tools students can be taught to be aware of 
how prejudice works, argue why prejudices are not correct, explain how the scapegoat 
works. The materials are close to students’ live, easy to use on practical level and allow a 
great flexibility to teachers.  

Robert Szuchta, National In-Service Teacher Training Centre’s Jewish History, Culture 
and the Holocaust trainer, teacher of history, one of the authors of the program about the 
Holocaust for secondary school students and a text-book “The Holocaust. To Understand 
Why?”. In 2006 he won Irena Sendler award „For Improving the World”.  
 
Robert Szuchta was invited to give the participants some basic historical knowledge. He 
offered a lecture “Annihilation of Jews on the Occupied Polish Territories 1936 - 1945” 
which introduced basic terminology, definitions, data, facts, figures, maps, everything that 
the participants should know to be ready to understand the events which led to the 
Holocaust and the processes which made it possible. On the basis of the knowledge, 
acquainted during this lecture, the participants were able to explore the mechanisms that 
violate human rights and lead to crimes against humanity.  
 
At the second meeting Robert Szuchta told the participants how the Education about the 
Holocaust integrated in the curricula of Polish system of education and presented various 
tools and educational materials that can be helpful for teachers of different subjects as 
well as different stages of education.  
 
During the presentation of organizations Robert Szuchta spoke about the mission of Shoah 
Foundation Institute for Visual History and Education which is to record testimonies of 
survivors and other witnesses of the Holocaust as a collection of videotaped interviews 
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and provide resources and online tools for educators, as well as disseminate the 
testimonies for educational purposes. He presented the work of the USC Shoah 
Foundation Institute and showed the participants the website with exhibits, classroom 
products, lessons, exercises, documentary films, educational services and other resources 
available online to help teachers make effective use of video testimony in the classroom. 
The materials are available in many languages.  
 
He was also present during the study visits to authentic sites and memorials (Warsaw 
Ghetto district and the Museum of Fighting and Martyrdom in Treblinka) and supplied the 
participants with historical data, answered their questions, participated in the discussions. 
 
Fabienne Regard – Council of Europe expert in The Holocaust Education. 
 
Fabienne Regard spoke about mission, historical background and daily work of the 
Council of Europe. After that she gave detailed information about the project of the 
Council of Europe “Teaching remembrance - Education for the prevention of crimes 
against humanity” and the Day of Remembrance of the Holocaust and for the Prevention 
of Crimes against Humanity. She introduced the aims, approaches and different forms of 
work in this direction, showed examples of pedagogical products, new publications and 
initiatives for the next years.  
 
Alex Dancyg, Yad Vashem Institute. He is responsible for the Polish Section at the The 
International School for Holocaust Studies and coordinates numerous educational 
projects. For 25 years Alex Dancyg has been organizing educational visits of Israeli youth 
to Poland. Together with Aaron Becker he prepared a critical reflection on 25 Israeli 
history text-books, taking into consideration Polish-Jewish relationship. He is also an 
author of a guidebook to Poland in Hebrew language. In 2002, together with Ewa 
Bobińska he developed and started a program “Maintaining Remembrance. History and 
Culture of the Two Nations”, which has been run since 2003 in cooperation between Yad 
Vashem Institute, Polish Institute of Tel Aviv, Israeli Ministry of Education, Polish 
Ministry of Education and National In-service Teacher Training Centre in Warsaw.  
 
Alex Dancyg had two roles during the workshop. First of all he offered the participants a 
lecture about Judaism, Jewish literature, philosophy and culture, as it has been developing 
from the beginning till nowadays with the special attention to Polish Jews. He also 
explained the background of many customs and traditions as well as the roles, Jews played 
in the society. The lecture also showed the diversity and richness of Jewish population in 
Poland. Between the two world wars, Poland was home to the world’s third largest 
aggregation of Jews. They constituted as much as a tenth part of population. Since the 
10th century, Poland provided a safe haven to Jews. For one thousand years, the Jews – 
thanks to the autonomy they had officially been granted – kept their own culture, 
traditions and customs. They shaped Poland, for centuries they have been citizens and 
patriots of the country. In spite of constantly maintained autonomy and despite 
differences, Poland developed close bonds with Jews, who in turn grew firmly attached to 
Poland. Poland is to remain as important for the history of the Jews as the Jews are for the 
history of Poland.  
 
This theme was also present during the visit to places connected with Jewish history and 
culture in Warsaw, guided by Alex Dancyg. The participants visited typical old Jewish 
streets and heard about everyday life of the community, they were on a Jewish cemetery 
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and heard about many outstanding people that influenced greatly Polish and European 
culture and science. It appeared evidently that European inheritance would have been 
much poorer without the contribution of the Polish Jews and the destroyed in the years of 
the Holocaust civilization is a loss never to be remedied.   
 
Together with Robert Szuchta, Alex Dancyg guided the participants through the authentic 
places connected with the Holocaust. They were the Warsaw Ghetto district and the 
Museum of Fighting and Martyrdom in Treblinka which created a unique atmosphere and 
evoked strong emotions. The study and “living through” experience was facilitated by 
music, poetry and pedagogical reflections. The participants had possibility to use the sites 
as historical evidence to explore themes and issues that were discussed during the pre-visit 
work, ask questions, discuss, express their opinion and emotions.  
 
Eleonora Bergman, Director of JHI Association. The Jewish Historical Institute - the 
Research Institute was formally established in 1994, but it owes its name, history, and 
collections to the Association of the Jewish Historical Institute. By virtue of the Warsaw 
municipality decision, the latter has been a formal owner of the building and collections 
since 1947. But the first to launch the gigantic project of preserving the memory of Polish 
Jews and gathering what was left of their heritage after the Holocaust was the Central 
Jewish Historical Commission, established in December of 1944. The need to create a 
research institute was realized in 1994.  

At the Jewish Historical Institute (JHI) in Warsaw, the participants were received by its 
director Eleonora Bergman who showed and explained the historic collections preserved 
at the Institute’s archives and museum. Jewish Historical Institute holds the greatest 
collection of Jewish-related archival documents, books and museum objects in Poland. Its 
most valued treasure is the Underground Archives of the Warsaw Ghetto, Ringelblum 
Archives. The collection of books, oldprints, manuscripts and journals amounts to 70,000 
volumes, half of them in Yiddish and Hebrew. Its historical core, consisting of the remains 
of the Main Judaic Library, the Library of the Breslau Theological Seminar, and numerous 
public Jewish libraries, has been continuously expanded with new publications. The most 
beautiful works of art are displayed at the galleries of Jewish art (both religious and 
secular, such as paintings and sculptures). JHI museum holds a major collection of ritual 
objects, including a unique set of ritual textiles: parochets, Torah mantles, metastases, and 
doilies. There is no way to assess value of historical objects of daily use, often personal 
mementos of Jewish life and the destruction. Materials and studies concerning Jewish sites 
in Poland are gathered at the Historical Monuments Documentation Center. The collection 
of photographs, whose number amounts to thousands of pictures, includes historical 19th 
and 20th century pieces and current records of the sites. 

PhD Marta Kubiszyn, Jewish Culture and History Department, M. Curie-Sklodowska 
University in Lublin. She is a historian and journalist that deals with Intercultural 
Education, biographical research methods and Polish-Jewish relationship in the light of 
oral history. Jewish Culture and History Department started its activities in 2000 as an 
independent unit at University in Lublin. The staff conducts researches in the field of 
Jewish History and Culture and offers workshops and lessons on the theme to the wide 
range of learners.  
 
Marta Kubiszyn offered 2 workshops: „The Image Of The Shtetl In The Jewish 
Literature”  and “The Trajectory of Suffering: Children in Ghetto”.  During the first 
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workshop she showed the participants how to teach about Jewish history and culture and 
how to use the presented tools to let students reflect on issues of culture, identity, 
tolerance and respect in general. During the second workshop she introduced an 
innovative method called “trajectory” that teachers can use to analyze and reflect on 
human’s behavior in critical situations.  
 
Orit Margaliot,  Yad Vashem Institute, educator in European Department at the 
International School for Holocaust Studies. Yad Vashem safeguards the memory of the 
past and imparts its meaning for future generations. Established in 1953, as the world 
center for documentation, research, education and commemoration of the Holocaust, Yad 
Vashem is today a dynamic and vital place of intergenerational and international 
encounter. For over half a century, Yad Vashem has been committed to four pillars of 
remembrance such as commemoration, documentation, research and education. 
 
Orit Margaliot offered 2 workshops: “Auschwitz Album” and “Teaching Holocaust 
through Art”. The first workshop gave the participants an example how to use authentic 
materials, pictures and testimonies to teach about the Holocaust. The second lesson was a 
vivid example how art can be used to initiate discussions about suffering, tolerance, 
responsibility and human rights. 
 
During the presentation of organizations Orit Margaliot spoke about the mission and 
educational activities of the Institute and presented its website with a rich collection of 
educational materials such as propositions of the ceremonies, lesson plans, book reviews, 
selected readings, encyclopedia, e-newsletter and learning environment. The materials are 
available in eighteen different languages. 
 
Ewa Bobińska, Head of Civic and European Education Department, National In-Service 
Teacher Training Centre. Ewa was a teacher of History and since she works at NTTS, she 
is a coordinator of numerous educational projects on Civic Education, Intercultural 
Education and Human Rights. She created and developed and national network of Jewish 
History, Culture and the Holocaust trainers who help the teachers all over the country to 
introduce this topic on their lessons. Since 2003 she coordinates a program “Maintaining 
Remembrance. History and Culture of the Two Nations”. The program which embeds 
seminars and study visits for Polish and Israeli teachers is aimed at preparing education 
professionals to organize Polish-Israeli youth meetings which will help to create a 
platform for the dialogue between young Israeli and Polish and start the programs of 
cooperation between Polish and Israeli schools.  
 
Ewa Bobińska told about the activities of the National In-service Teacher Training Centre 
in the field of Remembrance of the Holocaust and for the Prevention of Crimes against 
Humanity. There are annual weekly seminars for the network of teacher-trainers which 
task is to disseminate the information and organize workshops for school teachers in their 
regions, Polish-Israeli youth meetings, publications, contests and on-line support centre.  
 
She also led a discussion among the participants that was dedicated to the question of 
choosing methods, when we work in the sphere of Intercultural and Human Rights 
Education. 
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A G E N D A  
 

 
Saturday, 25.04.2009  
 
Time Activity 

All day Arrival and registration of participants  

15.00  Lunch  
16.30 – 18.30 Aims and agenda of the workshop. Presentation of participants and 

organizers. Integrating activities.  
18.30  Dinner 

19.30 – 21.00 International evening. Presentation of the participants’ countries. 

 
Sunday, 26.04.2009 
 
Time Activity 

8.00 – 9.00 Breakfast. 

10.00 – 13.30 Warsaw sightseeing.  

14.30  Lunch. 

15.30 – 17.00 Education for prevention of crimes against humanity in different 
European countries. Presentations by the participant, discussion, 
exchange of ideas – moderator Fabienne Regard – Council of Europe 
expert in The Holocaust Education. 

17.00 – 17.30 Coffee break. 

17.30 – 19.00 "Teaching about the Holocaust in Poland: a historical perspective"- PhD 
Piotr Trojański, Pedagogical University of Cracow. 

19.00  Dinner. 

 
Monday, 27.04.2009 
 
Time Activity 

8.00  Breakfast. 

10.00 – 11.00 Official opening ceremony. Welcome by the NTTC Director. Addresses of 
invited guests. 

11.00 – 12.30 “Memory Conflict in the Contemporary Europe” – Jacek Żakowski, 
„Polityka” journal. 

12.30 – 13.00 Coffee break.  

13.00 – 15.00 Organizations and educational materials presentations (Council of 
Europe, ODIHR, Yad Vashem Institute, Shoah Foundation, Museum 
Auschwitz Birkenau).  

15.00  Lunch. 
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16.00 – 17.30 “History of Jews in Poland” – Robert Szuchta, expert in The Holocaust 
Education. 

17.30 – 18.00 Coffee break. 

18.00 – 19.30 „Characteristic Features of Polish Jews Culture” – Alex Danzig, Yad 
Vashem Institute. 

19.30  Dinner. 

 
Tuesday, 28.04.2008 
 
Time Activity 

7.30  Breakfast. 

8.30 Bus transfer to Warsaw. 

9.00 – 13.00 A study visit to the former Warsaw Ghetto district – Alex Danzig, Yad 
Vashem Institute. 

13.00 – 16.00 Bus transfer to Treblinka 

14.30 Lunch. 

16.00 – 18.00 Educational activities at Museum of Resistance and Martyrdom in 
Treblinka – Alex Danzig and Orit Margaliot, Yad Vashem Institute. 

18.00 – 20.00 Bus transfer to Warsaw 

20.00 Dinner. 

 
Wednesday, 29.04.2009 
 
Time Activity 

8.00 – 9.00 Breakfast. 

9.00 – 11.00 Educational workshop “Auschwitz Album” – Orit Margaliot, Yad Vashem 
Institute. 

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee break. 

11.30 – 13.00 Educational workshop “Teaching Holocaust through Art” – Orit 
Margaliot, Yad Vashem Institute. 

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch. 

14.00 – 15.30  Educational workshop – „The Image Of The Shtetl In The Jewish 
Literature” – PhD Marta Kubiszyn, Jewish Culture and History 
Department, M. Curie-Sklodowska University In Lublin. 

15.30 – 17.00 Educational workshop – “The Trajectory of Suffering: Children in 
Ghetto” – Marta Kubiszyn, Jewish Culture and History Department, M. 
Curie-Sklodowska University In Lublin. 

17.00 – 17.30 Coffee break. 

17.30 – 19.00 National In-Service teacher Training Centre actions in the field of 
Intercultural Education and teaching about the Holocaust – Ewa 
Bobińska, Head of Civic and European Education Department, NTTC. 
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Discussion on methods of Intercultural Education at school. Reflections of 
the participants. 

19.00  Dinner. 

 
Thursday, 30.04.2009 
 
Time Activity 

8.00 – 9.00 Breakfast 

9.00 – 12.00 Study visits to Warsaw schools. 
Group I – Lower secondary school No.23        
Group II – Upper secondary school No.47  
Meetings with teachers and students, presentation of school projects in the 
field of Intercultural Education, exchange of experience, discussion. 

12.00 – 13.30 Lunch 

14.00 – 16.00  A visit to the Jewish Historical Institute.  

16.00 – 17.00 Bus transfer to Sulejówek. 

17.00 – 17.30 Coffee break. 

17.30 – 18.30 Evaluation and closing the workshop. 

19.00  Farewell dinner. 

 
Friday, 01.05.2009 – Departure of the participants. 
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I M P A C T  
 

At the closing session the participants were asked to give their feedback on the workshop. 
First of all they were asked questions “Why to teach about the Holocaust?”, “What forms 
and methods should be used in teaching about the Holocaust?”, “What difficult situations 
can arise and how to deal with them?”, “What can be used from this workshop in your 
educational work?” and “What was important on this workshop for you, as a person?”. 
Here are the answers of the participants (excluding the answers which are the same): 
 

1. Why to teach about the Holocaust? 
- to encourage tolerance and effective methods of interpreting the history; 
- to avoid the repetition of history; 
- to commemorate the victims; 
- to raise the awareness; 
- human rights are above me; 
- every life is important! No matter if a person is Jew, Moslem, Christian, 

etc. 
- avoiding stereotypes are important; 
- to develop and spread culture of peaceful coexistence; 
- to help students to increase their awareness about their own national 

identity; 
- to teach students personal responsibility; 
- to understand the past; 
- to teach young people to respect the others; 
- to prevent similar situations in the future; 
- to understand things about human nature better; 
- it is such a phenomena that all the students should have an idea of it. 
 

2. What forms and methods should be used in teaching about the Holocaust? 
- active methods, team working;  
- methods to develop understanding and sensibility; 
- interactive environment and effective use of multimedia and debates; 
- meetings with survivors; 
- work with authentic materials; 
- visiting memorial sites; 
- project method; 
- work with photos, testimonies; 
- films; 
- connecting Holocaust education to anti-racism and tolerance education is 

essential, as well connecting to the future and the world around us; 
- through a variety of subjects and activities, historic fields, literature, art, 

films, books, etc.; 
- perhaps all forms and personal social development; 
- it is good to use testimonies of the survivors to promote discussions with 

upper secondary school students. It can be done while teaching literature 
and foreign languages; 

- work with a text; 
- Holocaust can be taught ay any level. Best practice will be giving 

information using different activities and then visiting authentic sites. 
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3. What difficult situations can arise and how to deal with them? 
- students might be shocked and depressed. We need to have skills to prepare 

students for the topic; 
- to explain the past without blaming the present countries and cultures; 
- students might not understand the explanation; 
- how to explain that many contemporary conflicts have their roots in the 

past and what to do to solve such conflicts; 
- the most difficult thing will be to plan the course well, because student may 

find it very stressful and difficult to understand everything; 
- a student may have relatives who suffered or perished during the 

Holocaust; 
- difficult situations are expected from the side of the parents. It is important 

to work with parents as well. 
 

4. What can be used from this workshop in your educational work? 
- information data supplied; 
- educational materials; 
- now I am able to prepare lessons about the Holocaust and know how to 

integrate them into my subject (English language); 
- teaching about the Holocaust through pictures and art.; 
- ideas for school projects; 
- contacts and future partnerships with fellow participants; 
- knowledge; 
- an idea of arranging similar workshops for teachers in my country; 
- methods and provided materials; 
- all the knowledge and experience I got from this workshop; 
- how to teach about guilt, responsibility and human rights; 
- how to teach at memorials and preserve such places; 
- practical experience; 
- methods how to make use of multimedia and teach students to use the 

sources of information, how to interpret the facts. 
 

5. What was important on this workshop for you, as a person? 
- learning more about Jewish history and history of Poland; 
- to be a member of an international group for a few days. I felt a European 

for the first time for real; 
- to learn more about the Holocaust; 
- new friends, new contacts; 
- getting to know more about the children’s life in the ghetto; 
- to share experiences of life; 
- share views with teachers from other countries; 
- the whole experience, getting knowledge about the Holocaust, the host 

country and the whole group; 
- to learn from the other participants, hear their points of view; 
- to learn methods how to teach about the Holocaust. That is very important; 
- contacts with people; 
- I am very excite to work in such multicultural environments and at the 

same time to deepen my knowledge of Polish culture; 
- the visit to Treblinka and the knowledge I got from it; 
- to share my new knowledge with the others when I go back; 



 17 

- live meetings, reflecting the way I teach history, rethinking the questions 
about what is history; 

- to be able to pass my new knowledge to my students; 
- reflection which goes on: Do we promote or combat stereotypes when we 

teach? 

We have also asked the participants to asses organization and content of the workshop. 
Here are the results of the survey: 

I.  Organization: 97 points (max. 100) 
II.  Content: 95 points (max. 100) 

The atmosphere of the workshop was highly appreciated by the participants. It was 
described as perfect, motivating, productive, open, respectful, warm, supportive, tolerant 
and multicultural. Many participants underlined that it was created due to the integration 
activities, offered on the first day. 

The participants found the following aspects as especially useful for them: 

- study visits, 
- workshops offered by Orit Margaliot, 
- lecture by Robert Szuchta, 
- lecture by Piotr Trojański, 
- new knowledge, 
- new contacts, 
- visits to schools, 
- visit to Treblinka, 
- exchanging opinions, 
- rethinking of how to teach history, 
- live contact with colleagues from such a variety of countries, 
- knowledge about the Holocaust from historical point of view, 
- understanding the necessity and role of Education and Remembrance in preventing 

crimes against humanity, overcoming prejudice and racism, 
- being on authentic place and having lectures there. 

Suggestions of the participants: 

- I would add a social-psychological approach to the workshop – what happens to a 
human in a contact with “otherness”; 

- I would like to learn how to fight with prejudice and stereotypes; 
- I would like to have some more free time in Warsaw; 

From the above information we can make a conclusion that the workshop was well-
organized, covered a great deal of material in a strong programme, and provided 
participants with access to a wide range of expert presenters and experiences. The 
administrative arrangements, and the accommodation at Sulejowek, were of a high 
standard, and the stuff was helpful and supportive. 
 
Lots of opportunity for interaction between all participants, and the facilitation by NTTC 
staff, led quickly to formation of good working relationships for all the participants.  
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Warsaw was a very good choice as the venue for this seminar, offering memorial sites, 
museum, archive assets, and schools which are active in exploring this theme. The unique 
nature of the Warsaw Ghetto, authentic places and the history of the Jews in Poland were 
powerful backdrops which helped outsiders get to grips with key issues. The range and 
impact of the physical sites and memorials added significantly to the experience. 
 
The programme was packed, with a mix of formal lectures, presentations, workshop 
sessions, visits and discussion. The content was of a high quality overall; however, next 
time it would be good to include a social-psychological approach to the workshop, which 
reveals the mechanisms that activate when people meet the “otherness” and suggestions 
how to explain students these reactions and how to train students to deal with negative 
reaction. What is more, it will be essential to provide the participants with some examples 
on how to combat prejudices and stereotypes during their lesson. An aspect of dealing 
with the difficult situations in the classroom is also very important. Teachers should be 
given tools and skills to support their students at times when students are not able to deal 
with their own emotions.  
 
The documents and the overall workshop materials provided to the participants were very 
useful, varied and of high quality.  
 
Taking part in the above workshop the participants realized that the Council of Europe, 
through educational projects and programmes, is making a very serious and systematic 
work in order to achieve tolerance, mutual understanding, cooperation and confidence 
among the people of modern multicultural societies of Europe. 
 
To conclude, the organizers would like to underline that they believe, that the main 
success of the workshop was that the participants left Poland with an increased 
commitment to teaching remembrance and education for the prevention of crimes against 
humanity, aiming to influence young to people to embrace positive human rights, 
fostering understanding, tolerance and friendship between nations, ethnic groups and 
religious communities, while remaining faithful to the Council of Europe’s fundamental 
principles.  

 

  

 


