they lost

so that we could win

On the morning of October 16, 1968, U.S. athlete
Tommie Smith won the 200 meter race in a world-
record time of 19.83 seconds, with Australia's Peter
Norman second with a time of 20.06 seconds, and
the U.S!s John Carlos in third place with a time of
20.10 seconds. After the race was completed, the
three went to collect their medals at the podium.
The two U.S. athletes received their medals shoe-
less, but wearing black socks, to represent black
poverty. Smith wore a black scarf around his neck
to represent black pride, Carlos had his tracksuit
top unzipped to show solidarity with all blue collar
workers in the U.S. and wore a necklace of beads
which he described "were for those individuals that
were lynched, or killed and that no-one said a
prayer for, that were hung and tarred. Smith and
Carlos was banned from the Olympic Games
forever.

Norman was reprimanded by Australia's Olympic
authority and the Australian media ostracised him;
Norman was also banned for two years on his
return. Despite Norman running qualifying times
for the 100m five times and 200m 13 times during
1971/72, the Australian Olympic track team did note
send him, or any other male sprinters, to the 19 2,
Summer Olympics in MuHich.

»

—
- Smn

N 5 PoRTs | ) EDIA Racism

media coverage does not reflect social and cultural diversity and does not ensure equality for all.

WABWALL




