Funded by The Heritage Lottery
The Inheritance Project presents

‘Guess who is coming to Dinner?’

An oral history documenting the stories of Black Mixed Race families in Birmingham during the 1950’s and 1960’s

Mixed Heritage people have been an obvious presence in the UK for the past 50 years yet relatively little is known about their unique cultural experience.

Given a separate ethnic category for the first time in the 2001 National Census, Mixed Heritage is now the fastest growing ethnic group in the UK with 50% of black children born having a white parent.
Through photographic exhibition and oral testimonials ‘Guess who is coming to Dinner’ brings together two generations of Birmingham families to tell their stories:
“In those days for white people to go with black people we were considered trash.  If you saw a white girl coming along the road with a black baby you would be immediately attracted to each other  and  you would come up and you would say ‘hello, how are you’ - you had this bond that nobody else understood only white women who were married to black men”  (Mother born Birmingham 1933) 

“I almost felt there was a choice to be made … but no matter where you were, you were still part of the other group … and I think that I am getting to the point now when I just have to just say  - well what are you if you are not English? – you are not allowed to reject Englishness because it informs who you are and you are not allowed to totally embrace the Caribbean”.  (Daughter born Birmingham 1958)
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The Inheritance Project is a voluntary organization founded in 2005 to support the oral history project ‘Guess who is coming to Dinner’. The establishment of an organization focusing on Mixed Race identity issues generated a lot of interest from individuals, families and organizations.  

The Inheritance Project is now working towards incorporating this interest into the wider works of the organisation and becoming a main focal point in Birmingham for issues around Mixed Heritage identity.  
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