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Cyprus

The Interdependence of Democracy and Social Cohesion: Strengthening representation and democratic participation through social dialogue and and civic engagement
(working title)

PRELIMINARY DRAFT PROGRAMME 
(taking into account comments received at and after

 the first meeting of the FFD Steering Board on 15 April 2011)
prepared by the Forum Secretariat

Background information (to be developed)
The Council of Europe’s Forum for the Future of Democracy was established in 2005 by the Warsaw Summit of Council of Europe Heads of State and Government as a multi-partner process aiming to strengthen democracy, political freedoms and citizens’ participation in member states. 

In 2011, the Forum for the Future of Democracy will focus on the close connection between democracy and social cohesion, using a political rather than a technical approach to the topic. In a mixture of plenary and workshop sessions, the participants will address the main trends in and challenges to stronger linkages between democracy and social cohesion and discuss how representation and democratic participation can be strengthened through social dialogue and civic engagement.
In the light of the push towards democracy taking place in the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean region, it is foreseen to involve these countries in this year’s Forum, both as participants and in widening the debate to encompass their aspirations and experiences in building democracy and fostering social cohesion.

Outputs of the Forum are expected to include input for the 2012 Forum session and recommendations for further action by the Council of Europe and other stakeolders in the fields of democracy and social cohesion.
Day 1: Thursday 13 October 

Morning Session
9 a.m. – 10 a.m.


Registration 
10 a.m.
– 10.45 a.m.

Opening of the Forum for the Future of Democracy 2011

Addresses by
:

-
host country authorities
-
CM Chair (Ukraine)
-
Secretary General
-
European Union: Mr László Andor, EU Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
10.45 a.m. – 11.15 a.m.

Keynote speech, speaker tbc
11.15 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Introductory panel debate
“The main trends in and challenges to stronger linkages between democracy and social cohesion”
-
Representative (tbc) of the CoE Group of Eminent Persons
-
…

1 p.m. – 2.30 p.m. 

lunch break
	Working Group themes (preliminary suggestions)



	Day one,

Afternoon session
	1.
Strengthening representation and democratic participation by empowering all members of society
	2.
Enhancing inclusive social dialogue on issues such as migrants, young workers, people in extreme poverty and among faith communities



	Day two,

Morning

session
	3.
Strengthening democratic participation of those who are sidelined by public life by the creation of new participatory structures


	4.
New forms of democratic governance in the field of social cohesion


Afternoon session

2.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

First set of parallel working sessions (themes 1 and 2)




(Coffee break mid-afternoon)
Evening


Forum dinner (tbc)

Day 2: Friday 14 October

Morning session

9.30 p.m. – 12.30 p.m.

Second set of parallel working sessions (themes 3 and 4)





(Coffee break mid-morning)
12.30 p.m. – 2 p.m. 

lunch break

Afternoon session

2 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

Round table discussion of the working session findings
Conclusions by the General Rapporteur
3.30 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Closing session
Addresses by:

-
host country authorities
-
President of the Parliamentary Assembly

4 p.m.



End of the Forum
APPENDIX
5 May 2011

DRAFT TIMELINE

for the preparation of the 2011 Session of

the Forum for the Future of Democracy (FFD)

Cyprus, 13 - 14 October 2011

1 April
Intersecretariat preparatory meeting

6-8 April
First Secretariat preparatory visit to Nicosia

15 April
First meeting of the Forum’s Steering Board

May
Appointment of Conference organising body and selection of Conference venue (Cyprus)

May


Call for expression of interest by NGOs online

27 May

FFD Preparatory workshop, Strasbourg

April-June
Selection of Forum speakers

June
Venue, transport, hotel selection, working languages, etc. finalised in order to be able to send out full practical information with invitation letters and registration website running

17 June
Second meeting of the Forum’s Steering Board

1 July
Working documents commissioned and invitations to speakers sent out

2 September

Deadline for commissioned working documents

[9 September
List of invited NGOs available]

23 September
Dissemination of working documents and detailed draft programme

September 
Third meeting of the Forum’s Steering Board, if required (tbc)

xx September
Registration deadline for participants (hotel)

5 October 
Registration deadline for participants (participation)

13-14 October
FFD event in Cyprus
� All personalities listed in this document are to be confirmed and might speak at different sessions than provisionally indicated here.
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