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Rationale and objectives of this document


The objective of social cohesion, namely the construction of a society capable of ensuring the welfare of all and avoiding disparities, depends on the development of shared social responsibility or co-responsibility between its various stakeholders. To become effective, this goal therefore requires the concerted involvement of all social partners at various levels and, to achieve this, the Council of Europe Action Plan for Social Cohesion proposes to integrate two complementary approaches:


- Bottom-up approaches, involving the construction of dialogue, a vision for the future and sharing of social responsibility at local level with citizens and then at regional, national and European levels. 


- Top-down approaches, starting with the legal instruments and policies established by the Council of Europe (European Social Charter, European Code of Social Security, Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers, Resolutions of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, etc) and proposing their implementation at different territorial levels.


The Council of Europe has experience in both types of approach: top-down approaches are preferred when it comes to promoting resolutions and recommendations aimed at national or regional / local governments. Bottom-up approaches have been experimented with in recent years, including processes developed locally starting from a definition of the goal of well-being for all agreed with the citizens themselves.


If each of these two approaches is put in the service of the other, they can become real levers of social cohesion: bottom-up approaches are the basis for building social cohesion at local level, then at regional, national and European levels. They allow citizens’ expectations to be taken into account in policies, especially in Europe. Unlike European legal and policy instruments, these are tools for facilitating local processes on key issues.

 
To begin to build bridges between these two types of approach, two steps are necessary: 


1 – firstly, to highlight the expectations of citizens emerging from the bottom-up approach, emphasising certain points to which instruments and policies do not provide a response, or at least not a sufficient response; 

 
2 – secondly, make European instruments and policies available to citizens and local players involved in bottom-up approaches so that they can draw inspiration from them and take them into account in their choices.

 
A document will deal with point 1. The present document relates to point 2. and is concerned with collecting all the legal and policy instruments that may be useful to citizens in processes developed locally, regionally and nationally. For ease of reading, it is proposed to organise them according to the various dimensions and components of well-being for all as expressed by the citizens themselves.

 

Organisation of the document

 
The dimensions (upper case) and components (lower case) of well-being that emerge from years of individual and collective reflection with citizens of different European cities and regions are as follows. The document is organised on this basis. A table has been drawn up for each component, including the relevant Council of Europe conventions, resolutions, recommendations, charters and other policy and/or legal instruments and some extracts, both of a general nature and relating to specific social groups. For each, there is a link to the full text or extracts. 
pages
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A- ACCESS TO MEANS OF LIVING
A1-Alimentation

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly calls on the governments of member states and the European Community..to give the highest priority to the development of sustainable agriculture as part of rural development for the enhancement of food security..to fully incorporate food security strategies.. which integrate food production, distribution and consumption and nutrition objectives.»

RESOLUTION 961 (1991) on food aid and food security policies
«Priority needs to be given to reducing or eliminating..the most significant pre-determinants of health..sufficient and healthy food.»

Recommendation Rec(2000)18
on criteria for the development of health promotion policies



«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers..to..include in its intergovernmental work programme, in particular with regard to eastern Europe, activities which would promote public health by improving consumers' eating habits, as well as the quality and safety of food.. and invite governments of member states and the European Union..in connection with North-South relations, particularly with black Africa, to help these countries develop their own agricultural resources with a view to self-sufficiency.»

RECOMMENDATION 1244 (1994) [1] on food and health
«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the governments of member states..to help countries which are at present unable to produce the minimum food supply necessary to develop their agriculture.. define new strategies and improve solidarity and co-ordination, in particular concerning food security and aid.»

RECOMMENDATION 1351 (1997) 1 on food supply in the world
«The Assembly further recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite member states..

to encourage and promote the production and consumption of quality products.. and harmonise legislation on food safety.»

Recommendation 1389 (1998) [1]
Consumer safety and food quality



«The Assembly calls on the governments of European Union member states..to strengthen its regulations relating to food..and urges the European Union..to monitor more closely the application or transposition into domestic law of Community regulations..in the food sector.»
Recommendation 1417 (1999)[1]
Dioxin crisis and food safety 

REC 1786 (2007): For a responsible food consumption 

RES 1222 (2000): Lack of water resources and agriculture 


	«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers..to invite governments of member states and the European Union..to improve school education on the importance of a balanced and healthy diet for human health.»

RECOMMENDATION 1244 (1994) [1] on food and health 

«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the governments of member states to pay special attention to the development of local agriculture and family production..as well as to the training of farmers, in particular women and young people, in sustainable farming methods.»
RECOMMENDATION 1351 (1997) 1 on food supply in the world
	«The Assembly calls on the governments of member states and the European Community..to contribute to a strategy of reducing poverty and food insecurity..to strengthen early-warning systems to identify emerging food crises..to work for the building up of a functioning, diversified production, storage and distribution capacity for increased food availability, stability of supply and for a guaranteed access to food by the poor.»

RESOLUTION 961 (1991) on food aid and food security policies

	«The Assembly calls on the governments of member states and the European community..

in their food aid and development policies..

to make sure that local populations, and in particular women, are fully involved in such development and that necessary support structures and services are catered for.»

RESOLUTION 961 (1991) on food aid and food security policies
«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the governments of member states to pay special attention to the development of local agriculture and family production.. as well as to the training of farmers, in particular women..in sustainable farming methods.»
RECOMMENDATION 1351 (1997) 1 on food supply in the world
	
	


A2 - Health

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers..include in its intergovernmental work programme..activities which would promote public health by improving consumers' eating habits, as well as the quality and safety of food..and to invite.. member states..to give more emphasis to research into all aspects of the relationship between diet and health.»

RECOMMENDATION 1244 (1994) [1]
on food and health 

«The Assembly..recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite member states..to guarantee food safety and improve health checks..of agri-food  

production.»
Recommendation 1389 (1998) [1]
Consumer safety and food quality



«The Assembly..recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite member states..to protect public health as fully as possible.. and to review and strengthen their food legislation.»
Recommendation 1417 (1999)[1]
Dioxin crisis and food safety 

«The Committee of Ministers..recommends the governments of the member states to..adopt a policy which..secures and promotes the health of single parent families.»
RECOMMENDATION No. R (97) 4 ON SECURING AND PROMOTING THE HEALTH OF SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES 

« The Committee of Ministers..recommends that the Governments of member states..develop comprehensive and coherent strategies for the promotion of health.. improving the health of the population and reducing inequalities.»

Recommendation Rec(2000)18
on criteria for the development of health promotion policies



« Priority needs to be given to reducing or eliminating the major avoidable causes of disability and death… and to the most significant pre-determinants of health...»

Recommendation Rec(2000)18
on criteria for the development of health promotion policies



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to safe and healthy working conditions, the

Parties undertake..to promote the progressive development of occupational health services for all workers with essentially preventive and advisory functions.»
A r t i c l e 3

The right to safe and healthy

working conditions

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to protection of health, the Parties undertake..to remove as far as possible the causes of ill-health..to prevent as far as possible epidemic, endemic and other diseases.»
A r t i c l e 11

The right to protection of health

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of workers to take part in the determination and

improvement of the working conditions and working

environment..the Parties undertake to adopt or encourage measures enabling workers or their representatives..to the protection of health and safety within the undertaking.»
A r t i c l e 22

The right to take part in the

determination and improvement of the

working conditions and working

environment European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

RES 1576 (2007): For a European convention on promoting public health policies in the fight against drugs

REC 1813 (2007): For a European convention on promoting public health policies in drug control

REC 1793 (2007): Need for a convention of the Council of Europe on the suppression of counterfeiting and trafficking in counterfeit goods

REC 1794 (2007): The quality of medicines in Europe

REC 1715 (2005): Improving the response to mental health needs in Europe

RES 1460 (2005): Improving the response to mental health needs in Europe

	«The Assembly..invite member states..to re-define or initiate policies which promote self-reliance for the elderly..and to guarantee that old people who are sick and in need of care receive medical treatment in keeping with their needs.»

RESOLUTION 1008 (1993) on social policies for elderly persons and their self-reliance 

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of children and young persons to protection, the

Parties undertake..to provide that the minimum age of admission to employment shall be 18 years with respect to

prescribed occupations regarded as dangerous or

unhealthyto provide that persons under 18 years of age

employed in occupations prescribed by national laws or regulations shall be subject to regular medical control.»

A r t i c l e 7

The right of children and young persons to protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of elderly persons to social protection, the Parties undertake to adopt appropriate measures..the health care and the services necessitated by

their state.»
A r t i c l e 2 3

The right of elderly persons to social protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)



 «With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of children and young persons to grow up in an environment which encourages the full development

of their personality and of their physical and mental capacities, the Parties undertake to

take all appropriate and necessary measures..to ensure that children and young persons have the care, the assistance they need..in particular by providing for the establishment or maintenance of institutions and services sufficient and adequate for this purpose.»
A r t i c l e 1 7

The right of children and young persons to social, legal and economic protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

RES 1608 (2008): Suicide among children and adolescents in Europe: a serious public health problem

	«States must..pursue a coherent, global and comprehensive policy in co-operation with people with disabilities and the organisations of and for them..particularly directed towards..prevention and health education..to implement this policy states should..make sure that there is early and close cooperation between health.. agencies and authorities.. that should be capable of providing early diagnosis and treatment of impairments.. 
Health policy should cover all forms of medical and pharmaceutical assistance..  including medical and functional rehabilitation.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

«The Committee of Ministers..recommends..to.. develop a coherent and comprehensive policy framework that..ensures supportive environments for the social integration of persons living in marginal situations..to develop comprehensive, effective and efficient health systems for a timely and adequate response to health needs in order to ensure equity and equal access to health care services..to persons living in marginal situations..to meet the needs of persons living in marginal situations within the existing health system.»
Recommendation Rec(2001)12
on the adaptation of health care services to the demand for health care and health care services of people in marginal situations 
	«The Committee of Ministers..considering that differences in life-conditions between men and women..may increase in older age..recommends that the governments of member states adopt suitable measures.»  RECOMMENDATION No. R (94) 9 CONCERNING ELDERLY PEOPLE
RES 1607 (2008): Access to safe and legal abortion in Europe

REC 1785 (2007): The spread of HIV / AIDS among women and girls in Europe

RES 1247 (2001): Female genital mutilation

	«A long-term immigrant should enjoy no less favourable treatment  with regard to..social security and assistance..and all forms of healthcare.» Recommendation Rec(2000)15
concerning the security of residence of long-term migrants 



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of migrant workers and their families to protection and assistance in the territory of any other Party, the Parties undertake to adopt appropriate measures within their own

jurisdiction and appropriate services for health, medical attention and good hygienic conditions.»

A r t i c l e 1 9

The right of migrant workers and their

families to protection and assistance
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	


A3 -  Housing

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS) gave the following Terms of Reference to the Group of Specialists on Access to Housing (CS-LO).. make proposals on how to..maintain and expand the supply of quality housing..Make proposals with regard to comparative research on the housing dimension of social exclusion..and to promote networking and exchange of experience between practitioners in the various fields of housing policy.»

Doc CM(2001)189 addendum 3 on access to housing (CS-LO) 



«Priority needs to be given to..the most significant pre-determinants of health..as housing.»

Recommendation Rec(2000)18
on criteria for the development of health promotion policies 



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to housing, the Parties undertake to.. to take

measures designed..to promote access to housing of an adequate standard.»
A r t i c l e 3 1

The right to housing

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

[image: image1.png]




	«Member States should give particular attention to developing an “enabling” framework for their housing policies.. for children who are survivors of family violence.. and older persons.»

Doc CM(2001)189 addendum 3 on access to housing (CS-LO) 



«The Committee of Ministers..urges the member states..to develop a dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities based on..mechanisms by which policies affecting all areas of social and political life (housing)..can be “child-proofed”.»

Recommendation 1532 (2001)
A dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of elderly persons to social protection, the Parties undertake..to adopt or encourage..appropriate measures..and the provision of housing suited to their needs andtheir state of health or of adequate support for

adapting their housing.»

A r t i c l e 2 3

The right of elderly persons to social protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	««Disabled people should be able to live independently in ordinary housiing »»

(RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

“Member States should give particular attention to developing an “enabling” framework for their housing policies..for persons with disabilities..and people belonging to vulnerable and disadvantaged groups.»
Doc CM(2001)189 addendum 3 on access to housing (CS-LO) 


 
«The Committee of Ministers Recommends that the..member states adopt..adequate housing and social protection systems that take into consideration the needs of particularly vulnerable groups.»
RECOMMENDATION No. R (94) 9 CONCERNING ELDERLY PEOPLE
«The Committee of Ministers..recommends that the member states..ensure that a whole range of services is available to facilitate the life of dependent persons.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (98) 9 ON DEPENDENCE 

«The Committee of Ministers..recommends..to encourage the member states..to reinforce legal protection of tenants and sub-tenants who are victims of poverty.. to stimulate the supply of low-rent housing and to develop programmes to build or renovate welfare housing.»

Recommendation 1355 (1998) 1
Fighting social exclusion and strengthening social cohesion in Europe



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to housing, the Parties undertake to take

measures designed..to prevent and reduce homelessness with a view to

its gradual elimination..to make the price of housing accessible to those

without adequate resources.»
A r t i c l e 3 1

The right to housing

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)



«With a view to ensuring to persons with disabilities.. the effective exercise of the right to independence, social integration and participation in the life of the community, the Parties undertake.. to promote their full social integration and participation in the life of the community in particular through measures aiming to overcome barriers to housing.»
A r t i c l e 1 5

The right of persons with disabilities to

independence, social integration and

participation in the life of the community
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	«Member States should give particular attention to developing an “enabling” framework for their housing policies.. for women who are survivors of family violence.»

Doc CM(2001)189 addendum 3 on access to housing (CS-LO) 




	«The Committee of Ministers..recommends that the member states adopt suitable measures.. to improve the housing situation..of those Gypsies who are living in less favourable circumstances.»

Rec 1203 (1993) on Gypsies in Europe
«The Committee of Ministers..recommends that the member states adopt suitable measures.. to..(provide) adequate housing and social protection systems that take into consideration the needs of particularly vulnerable groups.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (94) 9 CONCERNING ELDERLY PEOPLE
«Long-term immigrant should enjoy no less favourable treatment..with regard to..access to all forms of housing.»

Recommendation Rec(2000)15
concerning the security of residence of long-term migrants 


 

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of migrant workers and their families to protection and assistance in the territory of any other Party, the Parties undertake..to secure for such workers lawfully within their

Territories..treatment not less favourable than that of their own nationals in

respect of.. accommodation.»
A r t i c l e 1 9

The right of migrant workers and their

families to protection and assistance

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

Intercultural cities towards a model for intercultural integration,  CoE publishing 2009


	«Member States should give particular attention to developing an “enabling” framework for their housing policies.. for
victims of natural and human-made disasters.»
Doc CM(2001)189 addendum 3 on access to housing (CS-LO) 


 




A4 – Clothing
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


A5 – Education/Training
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Committee of Ministers..recommends..that the.. member states..encourage the..intercultural approach to education.»

Recommendation No. R (84) 18
on the training of teachers in education for intercultural understanding, 
notably in a context of migration1
«Health education should aim at helping people to develop the ability to take reasonable decisions regarding their own health.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

«The Committee of Ministers..recommends..the.. member states..to improve health education and the dissemination of information.»

Recommendation Rec(2000)18
on criteria for the development of health promotion policies



«The Assembly..recommends that the Committee of Ministers..consider media education as an important area..in the fields of education for democratic citizenship, new information technologies and non-formal education.»

Recommendation 1466 (2000) [1]
Media education
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to protection of health, the Parties undertake.. to provide advisory and educational facilities for the

promotion of health and the encouragement of

individual responsibility in matters of health.»

A r t i c l e 11

The right to protection of health

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to vocational guidance, the Parties undertake to

provide or promote..a service which will assist all persons, including the handicapped, to solve

problems related to occupational choice and progress..this assistance should be available free of charge, both to young persons, including schoolchildren, and to adults.»

A r t i c l e 9

The right to vocational guidance
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to vocational training, the Parties undertake to provide or promote..adequate and readily available training facilities for adult workers.. the retraining of adult workers. including in the normal working

hours time spent on supplementary training
taken by the worker, at the request of his

employer, during employment.»

A r t i c l e 1 0

The right to vocational training
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

Programme: Protection of cultural diversity, heritage and landscape helps to promote democratic governance, stability and quality of life via the fields of culture, heritage and landscape. It makes available to government instruments and methods to facilitate the updating of their policies while encouraging the emergence of new systems of governance and the involvement of civil society. From the perspective of transversality, the programme puts in synergy across many policy areas: cultural policy development and planning, implementation and monitoring of agreements and landscape heritage, support of countries and cooperation in the field. The programme is organised logically in a continuous process of policy design, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and the resulting readjustments.
REC 1849 (2008): To promote a culture of democracy and human rights through teacher education

REC 1750 (2006): Education for balanced development in school

REC 1717 (2005): Education for leisure activities

	«The importance of information and education for elderly people..needs to be recognized..Appropriate information and education can..enhance positive perceptions of the role of elderly people in society.»
RECOMMENDATION No. R (94) 9 CONCERNING ELDERLY PEOPLE
«The Assembly..Recommends that the Committee of Ministers..strengthen the research programmes and educational innovations that aim at the implementation of intercultural education for all children.»
RECOMMENDATION 1093 (1989) 1 on the education of migrants' children
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of children and young persons to grow up in an environment which encourages the full development

of their personality and of their physical and mental capacities, the Parties undertake to

take all appropriate and necessary measures..to ensure that children and young persons have the care, the assistance they need.. to provide to children and young persons a free primary and secondary education as well as to

encourage regular attendance at schools.»
A r t i c l e 1 7

The right of children and young persons to social, legal and economic protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«Health education should aim at helping people to develop the ability to take reasonable decisions regarding their own health..educational action intended to prevent impairment should be aimed at the whole population, and primarily at young people of school age.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the..member states..to guarantee all children the right to education..through free education or education allowances.»

RECOMMENDATION 1071 (1988) [1]
on child welfare - Providing institutional care for infants and children
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to vocational training, the Parties undertake to provide.. grant facilities for access to higher technical and university education..to provide or promote a system of apprenticeship and other systematic arrangements for training young boys and girls in their various employments.. ensuring, through adequate supervision..the efficiency of apprenticeship and other training arrangements for young workers, and the adequate protection of young

workers..»
A r t i c l e 1 0

The right to vocational training
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of children and young persons to protection, the

Parties undertake.. to provide that persons who are still subject to compulsory education shall not be employed in such work as would deprive them of the full benefit

of their education.»
A r t i c l e 7

The right of children and young persons to protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	«All people with disabilities, regardless of the nature or degree of their disability, have the right to appropriate free education adapted to meet their needs and wishes.»

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to vocational training, the Parties to provide or RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

promote..the technical

and vocational training of all persons, including the

handicapped..and special

measures for the retraining and reintegration of the

long-term unemployed.»

A r t i c l e 1 0

The right to vocational training
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)



«With a view to ensuring to persons with disabilities.. the effective exercise of the right to independence, social integration and participation in the life of the community, the Parties undertake..to take the necessary measures to provide persons with disabilities with guidance, education and vocational training.»
A r t i c l e 1 5

The right of persons with disabilities to

independence, social integration and

participation in the life of the community
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	«The Committee of Ministers.. recommends the..member States to.. develop training courses for women at all stages of their life.»  

Resolution 1216 (2000) Follow-up action to the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)
	«Long-term immigrant should enjoy no less favourable treatment.. with regard to

schooling and vocational training.»  
Recommendation Rec(2000)15
concerning the security of residence of long-term migrants 



«The Assembly therefore recommends that.. further programmes should be set up in the member states to improve the.. education..of those Gypsies who are living in less favourable circumstances.»

Rec 1203 (1993) on Gypsies in Europe
«Educational policies..curriculum..and the teaching material should..be designed so as to take into account the cultural identity of Roma/Gypsy children..

The participation of representatives of the Roma/Gypsy community should be encouraged in the development of teaching material on the history, culture or language of the Roma/Gypsies.»

Recommendation No R (2000)4
on the education of Roma/Gypsy children in Europe



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of migrant workers and their families to protection and assistance in the territory of any other Party, the Parties undertake..to promote and facilitate the teaching of the

national language of the receiving state or, if there

are several, one of these languages, to migrant

workers and members of their families.»
A r t i c l e 1 9

The right of migrant workers and their

families to protection and assistance

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)




	«The Committee of Ministers.. recommends the..member States to.. implement policies which recognise that.. all prisoners shall have access to education consisting of classroom subjects, vocational education, creative and cultural activities, physical education and sports, social education and library facilities.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (89) 12 
ON EDUCATION IN PRISON


A6 – Employment/work/economic activity
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers.. invite the..member states..to re-establish a policy of full employment by various means including the reduction of working hours.»

RECOMMENDATION 1290 (1996) 1
on the follow-up to the Copenhagen Summit on social development 



«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers..invite the..member states..to implement active employment policies..based on..the desirability of flexible working time..keeping a link between employment and the right to sound working conditions.»

RECOMMENDATION 1304 (1996) 1
on the future of social policy
«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the..member states..to define rapidly and jointly effective policies to fight unemployment.»

Recommendation 1355 (1998) 1
Fighting social exclusion and strengthening social cohesion in Europe



«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the..member states..to meet the changing needs of European citizens and the new labour market requirements»

Recommendation Rec(2002)6
on higher education policies in lifelong learning



«The role and impact on health of other policies, systems and services..(employment) should be taken into account.»

Recommendation Rec(2000)18
on criteria for the development of health promotion policies



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to work, the Parties undertake..to accept as one of their primary aims and responsibilities the achievement and maintenance of as high and stable a level of employment as possible, with a view to the attainment of full employment..to protect effectively the right of the worker to earn his living in an occupation freely entered upon..to establish or maintain free employment services for all workers.»
A r t i c l e 1

The right to work

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to just conditions of work, the Parties undertake..to provide for reasonable daily and weekly working hours..to provide for public holidays with pay..to provide for a minimum of four weeks’ annual holiday with pay..to ensure a weekly rest period which shall, as far as possible, coincide with the day recognised by tradition or custom in the country or region concerned as a day of rest.. to ensure that workers are informed of the essential aspects of the contract or employment relationship..and to ensure that workers performing night work benefit from measures which take account of the special nature of the work.»
A r t i c l e 2

The right to just conditions of work
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to engage in a gainful occupation in the territory

of any other Party, the Parties undertake..to apply existing regulations in a spirit of liberality..to simplify existing formalities and to reduce or abolish chancery dues and other charges payable by foreign workers or their employers..to liberalise, individually or collectively, regulations governing the employment of foreign workers..and recognize..the right of their nationals to leave the country to engage in a gainful occupation in the territories of the other Parties.»
A r t i c l e 18

The right to engage in a gainful

occupation in the territory of other Parties
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of workers to take part in the determination and

improvement of the working conditions and working

environment in the undertaking, the Parties undertake adopt or encourage measures enabling workers or their representatives..to contribute..to the..improvement of the working conditions, work organisation and working environment.. to the supervision of the observance of regulations on these matters.»
A r t i c l e 22

The right to take part in the

determination and improvement of the

working conditions and working

environment

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of workers to the protection of their claims in

the event of the insolvency of their employer, the

Parties undertak..to provide that workers’ claims

arising from contracts of employment or employment

relationships be guaranteed by a guarantee institution

or by any other effective form of protection.»
A r t i c l e 2 5

The right of workers to the protection of

their claims in the event of the

insolvency of their employer

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of all workers to protection of their dignity at

work, the Parties undertake, in consultation with

employers’ and workers’ organizations..to promote awareness, information and prevention

of sexual harassment in the workplace or in relation

to work and to take all appropriate measures to

protect workers from such conduct..to promote awareness, information and prevention

of recurrent reprehensible or distinctly negative and

offensive actions directed against individual

workers in the workplace or in relation to work and

to take all appropriate measures to protect workers

from such conduct.»

A r t i c l e 2 6

The right to dignity at work

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of workers to be informed and consulted in

situations of collective redundancies, the Parties

undertake..to ensure that employers shall inform and

consult workers’ representatives, in good time prior to

such collective redundancies, on ways and means of

avoiding collective redundancies or limiting their

occurrence and mitigating their consequences, for

example by recourse to accompanying social measures aimed, in particular, at aid for the redeployment or retraining of the workers concerned.»

A r t i c l e 2 9

The right to information and consultation

in collective redundancy procedures

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

RES 1717 (2010): The social impact of economic crisis

	«By underlining the need for working life to be organised in such a way as to allow men to assume responsibility for looking after their children.. pending such a reform a readjustment of working hours for parents of young children could be considered.»

RESOLUTION 855 (1986) on equality between men and women
«The Assembly recommends.. with a view to ensuring the vocational integration of young people..raising the level of vocational training..
 provide a better guarantee of matching training with employment.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 11 ON SOCIAL AND VOCATIONAL INTEGRATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE 

«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers..invite the..member states.. to reaffirm their attachment to social cohesion..by adopting..an employment and labour policy which establishes a new place for the elderly in active economic life.»
RECOMMENDATION 1254 (1994)1
on the medical and welfare rights of the elderly: ethics and policies
«In order to contribute to social cohesion and the active ageing of older people, the Assembly requests the Committee of Ministers to ask member states..to take..into account..more flexible legislation..which would enable those who have the skills necessary for employment and who wish to do so to remain working..»

Recommendation 1428 (1999) 1
The future of senior citizens: protection, participation and promotion

«The Assembly recommends.. to develop a dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities.. assistance in the transition from school to employment, providing children and adolescents with skills necessary for the labour market.» 
Recommendation 1532 (2001)
A dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of children and young persons to protection, the

Parties undertake.. to provide that the minimum age of admission to employment shall be 15 years..to provide that the working hours of persons under

18 years of age shall be limited..to provide that employed persons of under 18 years of age shall be entitled to a minimum of four weeks’ annual holiday with pay..to provide that persons under 18 years of age shall not be employed in night work..to ensure special protection against physical and moral dangers to which children and young persons are exposed, and particularly against those resulting..from their work.»
A r t i c l e 7

The right of children and young persons to protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)




	«To permit the fullest possible vocational integration of people with disabilities..measures should be taken to enable them to work..in an ordinary working environment..People whose professional capacity for productive work is limited.. should find a place in sheltered employment.» 
RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

«The Assembly recommends..To encourage and uphold new initiatives by offering persons with difficulties opportunities for social and vocational integration for social and vocational integration.»

RECOMMENDATION No R (92) 4 ON THE CO-ORDINATION OF EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR THE INTEGRATION AND REINTEGRATION INTO EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONS WITH DIFFICULTIES
«With a view to ensuring to persons with disabilities.. the effective exercise of the right to independence, social integration and participation in the life of the community, the Parties undertake.. 

to promote their access to employment through all

measures tending to encourage employers to hire

and keep in employment persons with disabilities in

the ordinary working environment and to adjust the working conditions to the needs of the disabled.»
A r t i c l e 1 5

The right of persons with disabilities to

independence, social integration and

participation in the life of the community
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)




	«The Assembly recommends..to reduce inequality as regards access to employment and working conditions.»

Resolution 1216 (2000) Follow-up action to the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)
«The Assembly..invite the..member states 
to introduce measures on equality between women and men at work.»
RESOLUTION 855 (1986) on equality between men and women
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of employed women to the protection of maternity, the Parties undertake.. to provide either by paid leave, by adequate social security benefits or by benefits from public funds for employed women to take leave before and after

childbirth up to a total of at least fourteen weeks..to consider it as unlawful for an employer to give a

woman notice of dismissal during the period from

the time she notifies her employer that she is

pregnant until the end of her maternity leave, or to

give her notice of dismissal at such a time that the notice would expire during such a period.. to provide that mothers who are nursing their infants shall be entitled to sufficient time off for this purpose.. to regulate the employment in night work of

pregnant women, women who have recently given

birth and women nursing their infants.. to prohibit the employment of pregnant women,

women who have recently given birth or who are

nursing their infants in underground mining and all other work which is unsuitable by reason of its

dangerous, unhealthy or arduous nature and to take appropriate measures to protect the employment

rights of these women.
A r t i c l e 8

The right of employed women to protection of maternity

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to equal opportunities and equal treatment in matters of employment and occupation without

discrimination on the grounds of sex, the Parties

undertake to recognise that right and to take

appropriate measures to ensure or promote.. access to employment, protection against dismissal and occupational reintegration..vocational guidance, training, retraining and rehabilitation..terms of employment and working conditions, including remuneration..career development, including promotion.»
A r t i c l e 2 0

The right to equal opportunities and

equal treatment in matters of

employment and occupation without

discrimination on the grounds of sex


	«A long-term immigrant should enjoy no less favourable treatment with regard to access to employment..and working conditions.» 
Recommendation Rec(2000)15
concerning the security of residence of long-term migrants 



«The Assembly..invite the..member states..to set up information programmes for migrants..explaining the rules and conditions governing job opportunities..and the possibility of offering fixed-term training and job contracts.»
RECOMMENDATION 1211 (1993) [1]
on clandestine migration: traffickers and employers of clandestine migrants


The Assembly..invite the..member states..to further..the labour market access of persons belonging to immigrant communities or ethnic minorities.»   RECOMMENDATION 1277 (1995) 1
on migrants, ethnic minorities and media
  «The Assembly..invite the..member states..to improve the..labour possibilities of those Gypsies who are living in less favourable circumstances.»

Rec 1203 (1993) on Gypsies in Europe
«Governments should promote equal opportunities for Roma/Gypsies on the labour market..and include specific measures to improve their situation.»

Recommendation Rec(2001)17
on improving the economic and employment situation
of Roma/Gypsies and Travellers in Europe 

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of migrant workers and their families to protection and assistance in the territory of any other Party, the Parties undertake..to secure for such workers lawfully within their

Territories..treatment not less favourable than that of their own nationals in

respect of.. remuneration and other employment and working conditions.»
A r t i c l e 1 9

The right of migrant workers and their

families to protection and assistance

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	« The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers.. invite the..member states...to draw up policies aimed at the preservation and creation of employment in the cultural sectors.»
RECOMMENDATION 1059 (1987) [1]
on the economics of culture
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to vocational training, the Parties undertake to provide..special

measures for the retraining and reintegration of the long-term unemployed.»
A r t i c l e 1 0

The right to vocational training
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document
)




A7 – Cultural Activities, leisure and sports
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the..member states..to reassert the European Cultural Convention as the primary basis of European activity in the cultural field.. in order to maintain such liaison and balance of activity between existing organisations as is satisfactory to all member

states.»

RECOMMENDATION 850 (1979)¹

on European cultural co-operation


«Member states are called upon to examine ways of sustaining and promoting cultural and linguistic diversity in the new global environment, at all levels.»
 DECLARATION 7 December 2000 on cultural diversity


«The Assembly..recommends that the Committee of Ministers..invite the..member states while maintaining public financial support for the arts.. 

to give greater recognition to the direct and

indirect economic importance of the arts.»
RECOMMANDATION 1018 (1985)1

Of private sponsorship of the arts

«The Assembly..recommends that the Committee of Ministers..invite the..member states..to support..as wide a European level as possible..the protection of our common cultural heritage.»

RECOMMENDATION 1042 (1986) 1
on protecting the cultural heritage against disasters 

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of workers to take part in the determination and

improvement of the working conditions and working

environment in the undertaking, the Parties undertake..the organisation of social and sociocultural services and facilities within the undertaking.»

A r t i c l e 22

The right to take part in the

determination and improvement of the

working conditions and working

environment

The Council of Europe Framework Convention on the Value of Cultural Heritage for Society is expected to enter into force in 2011. It is based on the idea that knowledge and use of heritage form part of the citizen’s right to participate in cultural life as defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Convention reflects a shift from the question “How and by what procedure can we preserve the heritage?” to the question “Why should we enhance its value, and for whom?”. The text presents heritage both as a resource for human development, the enhancement of cultural diversity and the promotion of intercultural dialogue, and as part of an economic development model based on the principles of sustainable resource use. In this respect it falls within the scope of the Council of Europe’s priorities as set by the 3rd Summit of Heads of State and Government in May 2005.

REC 1687 (2004): Combating terrorism through culture

REC 1688 (2004): Cultures of Diaspora



	                                         «The Assembly recommends that the..member States.. encourage the..coproduction.. and the exhibition of films for young people.» 
Rec CM (90) 10 on cinema for children and adolescents
«The Assembly recommends that the..member states.. promote partnership between youth organisations and authorities..and encourage young people to participate in the voluntary sector.. promote co-operation between young people and..youth structures in the countries of central and eastern Europe..strive for the integration of these objectives and their implementation in the framework of global and integrated youth policies.» RECOMMENDATION No. R (97) 3 ON YOUTH PARTICIPATION AND THE FUTURE OF CIVIL SOCIETY

	«States should..ensure access to leisure and cultural activities..to people with disabilities..by virtue of the economic and social integration it achieves..»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

«With a view to ensuring to persons with disabilities.. the effective exercise of the right to independence, social integration and participation in the life of the community, the Parties undertake..to promote their full social integration and participation in the life of the community in particular through measures, including technical

aids, aiming to overcome barriers to communication and mobility and enabling access to transport, housing, cultural activities and leisure.»
A r t i c l e 1 5

The right of persons with disabilities to

independence, social integration and

participation in the life of the community
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document
)


	
	«The Assembly recommends that the..member States..

with regard to the cultural aspect, respect and official support for the local use of standardised

minority languages, and for their current use

in higher education and by the local mass media.»

RECOMMENDATION 928 (1981) ¹

on the educational and cultural problems

of minority languages

and dialects in Europe


	«Transfrontier co-operation in the cultural field.. should facilitate the access to cultural activities on the other side of the frontier..  while raising awareness of their common cultural heritage.»

Recommendation No. R (2000) 1
on fostering transfrontier co-operation between
territorial communities or authorities in the cultural field


A8 – Purchasing power
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly calls on the..member states and the European Community..to make sure that local populations..are fully involved in such development..

to generate assets and stimulate their economic self-reliance.»

RESOLUTION 961 (1991) on food aid and food security policies
«Priority needs to be given to..the most significant pre-determinants of health..as a guaranteed basic minimum income.»

Recommendation Rec(2000)18
on criteria for the development of health promotion policies



«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to benefit from social welfare services, the

Parties undertake..to promote or provide services which..would contribute to the welfare and development of both individuals and groups in the community..and to encourage the participation of individuals and voluntary or other organisations in the establishment and maintenance of such services.» 

A r t i c l e 1 4

The right to benefit from social welfare

services

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

RES 1541 (2007): Role of finance and ethical and socially responsible consumption in social cohesion

	«The Assembly calls on the..member states..to commit themselves to the provision of appropriate forms of assistance by way of..financial and logistic support for families looking after elderly people.»

RESOLUTION 1008 (1993) on social policies for elderly persons and their self-reliance 



«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers call upon and help the states of central and eastern Europe..to guarantee adequate minimum incomes for the vulnerable core of the community (the elderly).» 

RECOMMENDATION 1254 (1994)1
on the medical and welfare rights of the elderly: ethics and policies
«To guarantee..children’s civil and political..as well as their economic..rights.»
Recommendation 1532 (2001)
A dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of children and young persons to protection, the

Parties undertake.. to recognise the right of young workers and

apprentices to a fair wage or other appropriate

allowances.»

A r t i c l e 7

The right of children and young persons to protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

 «With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of elderly persons to social protection, the Parties undertake to adopt or encourage..appropriate measures designed..

to enable elderly persons to remain full members of

society for as long as possible, by means of..adequate resources enabling them to lead a decent life.. enable elderly persons to choose their life-style freely and to lead independent lives in their familiar surroundings.»

A r t i c l e 2 3

The right of elderly persons to social

protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document
)


	«All people who are disabled or are in danger of becoming so..should have a right to..

have as much economic independence as possible..particularly by having an occupation as highly qualified as possible and a commensurate personal income.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

«The Assembly calls on the..member states..to ensure equitable access to health services particularly for the more vulnerable categories..The health policy should be built on a structured co-ordination between all the sectors involved in the protection and promotion of the well-being of citizens, and particularly those sectors that are concerned with income.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (97) 4 ON SECURING AND PROMOTING THE HEALTH OF SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES 

«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers call upon and help the states of central and eastern Europe..to guarantee adequate minimum incomes for the vulnerable core of the community (the unemployed, the sick, the disabled).» 

RECOMMENDATION 1254 (1994)1
on the medical and welfare rights of the elderly: ethics and policies
«Governments are encouraged to develop a social/health policy..oriented towards the needs of persons living in marginal situations. A minimal regular income should be given to these persons.»

Recommendation Rec(2001)12
on the adaptation of health care services to the demand for health care and health care services of people in marginal situations
«The Assembly calls on the..member states..to promote policies to prevent poverty especially aimed at groups with the highest risk factors.»

Recommendation 1355 (1998) 1
Fighting social exclusion and strengthening social cohesion in Europe




	«The Assembly calls on the..member states..to ensure that women who have been subjected to violence are given assistance..and, where appropriate, financial assistance..to ensure equal access to credit for women wishing to start a business.» 

Resolution 1216 (2000) Follow-up action to the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)
«The Assembly calls on the..member states..to urgently take suitable measures or initiatives for equality between the sexes..and equality of treatment in regard to pay for work.» RECOMMENDATION 1146 (1991) 1 
on equal opportunities and equal treatment for women and men on the labour-market


«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to a fair remuneration, the Parties undertake.. to recognise the right of men and women workers to equal pay for work of equal value.»

A r t i c l e 4

The right to a fair remuneration

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)




	«Governments should be encouraged to provide long-term budgetary support for Roma/Gypsy development and income-generating programmes. and to promote the development of community programmes and income-generating activities.»  
Recommendation Rec(2001)17
on improving the economic and employment situation
of Roma/Gypsies and Travellers in Europe 

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of migrant workers and their families to protection and assistance in the territory of any other Party, the Parties undertake.. to secure for such workers lawfully within their

Territories.. treatment not less favourable than that of their own nationals in

respect of the.. remuneration.. taxes, dues or contributions payable in respect of

employed persons.»

A r t i c l e 1 9

The right of migrant workers and their

families to protection and assistance 

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	


A9 – Personalized  services

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	«The Assembly calls on the..member states..to provide financial and logistic support for families looking after elderly  (holiday beds in retirement homes to provide temporary welfare services during relatives' absence on holiday).» 

RESOLUTION 1008 (1993) on social policies for elderly persons and their self-reliance 




	
	
	
	


A10 – Mobility (Transport, Accessibility)

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«All government sectors should acknowledge the influence of the socio-economic determinants on health and recognize..the role and impact on health of other policies, systems and services (transport).»

health promotion policies

Recommendation Rec(2000)18
on criteria for the development of health promotion policies




	
	«Premises and equipment.. including measures for improved accessibility and transport..and a co-ordinated set of measures should.. enabled all people who are disabled..to have as much mobility as possible, and..means oRECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

f transport.»

«With a view to ensuring to persons with disabilities.. the effective exercise of the right to independence, social integration and participation in the life of the community, the Parties undertake..to promote their full social integration and participation in the life of the community in particular through measures, including technical

aids, aiming to overcome barriers to..mobility and enabling access to transport,.»
A r t i c l e 1 5

The right of persons with disabilities to

independence, social integration and

participation in the life of the community
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	
	
	


A11 - Info/Exchanges

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly..recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite member states..to form bodies in which the government and the sectors concerned..

will confer and exchange information..to work for complete transparency concerning information on food safety..and to inform producer and consumer organisations and the processing industry accordingly and to involve them in an open and transparent information policy.»

Recommendation 1389 (1998) [1]
Consumer safety and food quality 

"To ensure the effective exercise of 
workers to information and consultation 
within the enterprise, the Parties undertake to promote .. measures enabling 
workers or their representatives .. .. to be informed of the economic and financial 
the company employing them, provided that 
disclosure of certain information 
may harm the company will 
.. be refused to be consulted in good time on proposed decisions which may affect 
substantial interests of workers. " 
A r t i c l e 2 1 
Right to information and consultation 
European Social Charter (revised) 
(See Attached) 

«The Assembly recalls the need..to increase..participation of individuals in public life..through the use of [new] information technologies.»            

DECLARATION ON A EUROPEAN POLICY FOR NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES 
«The Assembly recalls the need to..adopt a declaration..with particular reference to the role of television..in stimulating awareness of different cultures and developing the diversity of cultural and linguistic identities.»

RECOMMENDATION 1067 (1987) [1]
on the cultural dimension of broadcasting in Europe 

««The Committee of Ministers invite member states.. to ensure..the drafting of clear guidelines for public access to information and the functioning of government press services .»

Recommendation 1407 (1999) [1]
Media and democratic culture 

«The Assembly calls on the..member states..to ensure..the promotion of information.. on questions of diet, health and food quality and..on the European gastronomical heritage, traditional food and cooking.»

RECOMMENDATION 1142 (1991) [1]
on the labelling of quality food products
  
«The Committee of Ministers..reaffirming the vital role of public service broadcasting as an essential factor of pluralistic communication..recommends..the member states..to include in their domestic law or in instruments governing public service broadcasting organisations provisions guaranteeing their independence.»
RECOMMENDATION No. R (96) 10 ON THE GUARANTEE OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF PUBLIC SERVICE BROADCASTING 



«The Committee of Ministers..recommends..the member states..to foster the provision of adequate facilities for the access to new communication and information services.. encourage public authorities..to provide..information of public concern..and general information necessary for the democratic process.»
RECOMMANDATION N° R (99) 14 SUR LE SERVICE UNIVERSEL COMMUNAUTAIRE RELATIVE AUX NOUVEAUX SERVICES DE COMMUNICATION ET D'INFORMATION



«Information on health care and on the mechanisms of the decision-making process should be widely disseminated and..easily accessible, timely, easy to understand and relevant. Governments should improve and strengthen their communication and information.. Regular information campaigns and other methods such..should be used to heighten the public's awareness of patients' rights. Adequate referral systems should be put in place for patients who would like additional information with regard to their rights and existing enforcement mechanisms.»

Recommendation No. R (2000) 5
on the development of structures for citizen
and patient participation in the decision-making process affecting health care 



«The Committee of Ministers..recommends that the..member states..develop comprehensive and coherent strategies improving health education and the dissemination of information.»

Recommendation Rec(2000)18
on criteria for the development of health promotion policies



«The Committee of Ministers..recommends that the..member states..examine ways of ensuring respect for the principles of fairness, balance and impartiality in the coverage of election campaigns by the media.» 

RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 15 ON MEASURES CONCERNING MEDIA COVERAGE OF ELECTION CAMPAIGNS
«The Committee of Ministers..recommends that the..member states..facilitate the availability and use of guidelines..and information on their aim, legal status, legal implications, health care literature and databases to citizens, patients and professionals in language they can understand and formats they can use easily.» 

Recommendation Rec(2001)13
of the Committee of Ministers to member states
on developing a methodology for drawing up guidelines on best medical practices 




	«The importance of information and education for elderly people..needs to be recognised..Appropriate information and education can increase..sensitivity to the issues of relevance to elderly people and enhance positive perceptions of the role of elderly people in society. The media have a crucial role to play in the dissemination of information and in the promotion of educational programmes.»
RECOMMENDATION No. R (94) 9 CONCERNING ELDERLY PEOPLE

«The Assembly..recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite member states..to better inform children of the rights they have.» 

RECOMMENDATION 1121 (1990) [1]
on the rights of children 


«The Assembly recalls the need..to develop information programmes and preventive measures to promote information campaigns 
for children and their parents.. to include in school curricula information on the potential risks facing children and the ways in which they may protect themselves.»

RESOLUTION 1099 (1996) on the sexual exploitation of children
«The Committee of Ministers invite member states..

to..inform children about the means and remedies available to them in the event of violation of their fundamental rights.»

RECOMMENDATION 1286 (1996) [1] on a European strategy for children 



«The Assembly calls on the..member states..to ensure that public authorities provide information on participation should be made regularly available to the children concerned.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (98) 8 ON CHILDREN'S PARTICIPATION IN FAMILY AND SOCIAL LIFE 



«Retired people, or those moving towards retirement, and elderly people require specific information..that play an important role in the prevention of social exclusion.»

Recommendation 1428 (1999) 1 The future of senior citizens: protection, participation and promotion 

«Governments and higher education institutions should provide learners with clear information about lifelong learning opportunities and learning paths as well as career information and guidance in secondary and higher education in order to raise awareness among young people of the opportunities for pursuing their education..and public access to information and communication technologies should be facilitated.»  Recommendation Rec(2002)6
on higher education policies in lifelong learning
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of elderly persons to social protection, the Parties undertake to adopt or encourage..appropriate measures designed.. to enable elderly persons to remain full members of society..by means of provision of information about services and facilities available for elderly persons and their opportunities to make use of them.»

A r t i c l e 2 3

The right of elderly persons to social

protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	« The Assembly recalls the need..to encourage a wider distribution of information about the rights of people with disabilities and the services available to them.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

«Incapable adults  should be informed..of the institution of proceedings which could affect his or her legal capacity, the exercise of his or her rights or..interests unless such information would be manifestly without meaning..or would present a severe danger to the health of the person concerned.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 4 ON PRINCIPLES CONCERNING THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF INCAPABLE ADULTS



	«The Assembly.. reaffirming the need for a broad-based campaign to provide information and influence public opinion to change attitudes and tackle prejudices..invite the..member states..to provide information and influence public opinion in order to change attitudes and tackle prejudices.»

RESOLUTION 855 (1986) on equality between men and women
«The Assembly..invite the..member states..to encourage the mass media to promote equality.»

RESOLUTION 1018 (1994) on equality of rights between men and women
The Assembly..invite the..member states..to recognise that violence..constitutes a violation of human rights, and combat it by.. information campaigns.. ensure adequate information on..birth control..organise information campaigns for teachers, journalists, social workers and civil servants to heighten their awareness of equal opportunities.»

Resolution 1216 (2000) Follow-up action to the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)
«Member states should..compile and make available to the general public appropriate information concerning the different types of violence and their consequences..  mobilise public opinion by organising or supporting conferences and information campaigns so that society is aware of the problem..encourage the media to promote a non-stereotyped image of women and men based on respect for the human person and human.. these criteria should also be taken into account in the field of the new information technologies.. encourage the media to participate in information campaigns to alert the general public to violence against women.»  

Recommendation Rec(2002)5
on the protection of women against violence(1)
«The Assembly..invite the..member states..to implement a policy against sexist and stereotyped images and representations of women in the media..and encourage..the setting up and financing of centres to monitor national media, including the new information and communications technologies.»

Recommendation 1555 (2002)[1]
The image of women in the media
	«The Assembly recalls the need..to draw up proposals for maintaining and encouraging the linguistic diversity of the mass media..the inclusion of minor language interviews in news bulletins..ensuring the right for national languages and..minor local and regional languages, to be carried on national, regional and local network.»

RECOMMENDATION 1067 (1987) [1]
on the cultural dimension of broadcasting in Europe 

«Information should be provided for Gypsies on their fundamental rights and how they can be secured..European information centre should be established on the situation and culture of Gypsies, one of its tasks being to inform the media about Gypsies.» 

Rec 1203 (1993) on Gypsies in Europe
«In the regions in which substantial numbers of a national minority are settled..that minority shall have the right to display in their language local names, signs, inscriptions and other similar information visible to the public.»
Provisions of Recommendation 1201 (1993) on national minorities
«The Assembly..invite the..member states..to.. ensure that official public relations services provide full, unbiased information on subjects connected with migrants and ethnic minorities.»

RECOMMENDATION 1277 (1995) 1 on migrants, ethnic minorities and media


«Roma/Gypsies should be given information about their rights and responsibilities in the employment field, about the different forms of help available from administrative bodies and about the functioning of social protection systems. Such information, which should be provided by public administrative bodies in co-operation with NGOs, should enhance the social and economic integration of Roma/Gypsies .» 
Recommendation Rec(2001)17
on improving the economic and employment situation
of Roma/Gypsies and Travellers in Europe 

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of migrant workers and their families to protection and assistance in the territory of any other Party, the Parties undertake..

to maintain or to satisfy themselves that there are

maintained adequate and free services to assist such

workers, particularly in obtaining accurate

information, and to take all appropriate steps, so far as national laws and regulations permit, against misleading propaganda relating to emigration and

immigration.»

A r t i c l e 1 9

The right of migrant workers and their

families to protection and assistance 

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	REC 1559 (2002): Worker Training in the use of new technologies



B – LIVING FRAMEWORK
        B1 Safety/Pollution/Noise
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«International co-operation should be redesigned..

to link social affairs, environmental concerns and economic affairs. social and environmental clauses should be included in international commercial relations.»

RECOMMENDATION 1304 (1996) 1
on the future of social policy
«The Committee of Ministers recommends that the. member states. work for improvements in the setting, implementation and control of food hygiene standards.»

 RECOMMENDATION 1244 (1994) [1] on food and health
«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to just conditions of work, the Parties undertake..to eliminate risks in inherently dangerous or unhealthy occupations, and where it has not yet

been possible to eliminate or reduce sufficiently

these risks, to provide for either a reduction of

working hours or additional paid holidays for

workers engaged in such occupations.»
A r t i c l e 2

The right to just conditions of work
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document
)


	«The Committee of Ministers recommends that the member states. develop.. measures to address the risks faced by children and adolescents in the social and physical environment in which they live.»

Recommendation 1532 (2001)
A dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities

	
	
	«Government. should be aware of the possibilities for Roma/Gypsies to generate income in the fields of. environmental repair and new aspects of recycling and disposal.»

Recommendation Rec(2001)17
on improving the economic and employment situation
of Roma/Gypsies and Travellers in Europe 


	«The role of the prison doctor is to advise the prison management on matters concerned with nutrition or the environment within which the prisoners are required to live, as well as in respect of hygiene and sanitation.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (98) 7 CONCERNING THE ETHICAL AND ORGANISATIONAL ASPECTS OF HEALTH CARE IN PRISON


B2 - Basic infrastructure

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	REC 1494 (2001): Technology Strategies for reconstruction and economic development of Southeast Europe



	
	
	
	
	


B3 – Proximity of services

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


 B4 - Facilities for physical security
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to safe and healthy working conditions, the

Parties undertake..to formulate a national policy..aimed ..to improve occupational safety and health and to prevent accidents and injury to health.. by minimising the causes of hazards..to issue safety and health regulations..to provide for the enforcement of such regulations by measures of supervision..to promote the development of occupational health services for all workers with essentially preventive and advisory functions.»
A r t i c l e 3

The right to safe and healthy

working conditions
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	
	
	
	
	


B5 - Meeting Spaces

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


B6 – Natural Environment Landscape/aesthetics
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	The European Landscape Convention - also known as the Florence Convention, - promotes the protection, management and planning of European landscapes and organises European co-operation on landscape issues. The convention was adopted on 20 October 2000 in Florence (Italy) and came into force on 1 March 2004 (Council of Europe Treaty Series no. 176). It is open for signature by member states of the Council of Europe and for accession by the European Community and European non-member states. It is the first international treaty to be exclusively concerned with all dimensions of European landscape.

The landscape is understood part of the land, as perceived by local people or visitors, which evolves through time as a result of being acted upon by natural forces and human beings.  “Landscape policy” reflects the public authorities' awareness of the need to frame and implement a policy on landscape.  The public is encouraged to take an active part in its protection, conserving and maintaining the heritage value of a particular landscape, in its management, helping to steer changes brought about by economic, social or environmental necessity, and in its planning, particularly for those areas most radically affected by change, such as peri-urban, industrial and coastal areas. The 6th Conference of European Ministers responsible for Spatial Planning
held in Torremolinos in May 1983 was to mark a milestone in the history of
spatial planning at European level.
Indeed, it was during the 6th CEMAT that the European Charter for
Regional Development was adopted, a real pioneer in the field of planning
European space. Subsequently, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe has taken
the full text of the Charter in its recommendations to member states.
After the European Charter of Architectural Heritage, the Charter of the Self and that of Water promoted in recent years by the Council of Europe, the 
European Charter for Spatial Planning is a fundamental text which, for the first time, defines major objectives on the European level that should guide policy planning, improvement of living conditions and organising
human activities in the physical space of our continent.
Rec (2002) 1 to Member States on the Guiding Principles for Sustainable Spatial Development of the European Continent, 

recognizing that they constitute:

– a major contribution for implementation of the strategy of social cohesion adopted at the Second Summit of Heads of State and Government of Council of Europe Member States in 1997;

– a policy framework document which takes into account the relevant activities of the Council of Europe and its bodies, and in particular the work of its Parliamentary Assembly and its Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe, in the field of continental spatial development policy and which could contribute to strengthening the European

integration process by means of transfrontier, inter-regional and transnational co-operation;

– a coherent strategy for the integrated and regionally balanced development of our continent, while based on the principles of subsidiarity and reciprocity, strengthens competitiveness, co-operation and solidarity among local and regional authorities across borders, thereby making a contribution to democratic stability in Europe.

	
	
	
	
	


B7 – Production Conditions
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


B8 – Environmental Equilibrium
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	REC 1614 (2003): Environment and Human Rights

	
	
	
	RES 1655 (2009): Migration and displacement induced by environmental factors: a challenge for the twenty-first century
 
REC 1862 (2009): Migration and displacement induced by environmental factors: a challenge for the twenty-first century

	


C- RELATIONS WITH THE INSTITUTIONS
C1- Freedom of expression and fundamental rights
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Committee of Ministers..exhorts the..member states..not to introduce any new restrictions on freedom of expression and information in the media.»
Declaration on freedom of expression and information in the media in the context of the fight against terrorism
«The legal framework governing public service broadcasting organisations should clearly stipulate their editorial independence and institutional autonomy.»                                 
RECOMMENDATION No. R (96) 10 ON THE GUARANTEE OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF PUBLIC SERVICE BROADCASTING 



«With a view to ensuring or promoting the freedom of

workers and employers to form local, national or

international organisations for the protection of their

economic and social interests and to join those

organisations, the Parties undertake that national law

shall not be such as to impair, nor shall it be so

applied as to impair, this freedom.»

A r t i c l e 5

The right to organise

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«The Committee of Ministers.. exhorts the..member states..to ensure freedom of expression..through the development of..codes of conduct and other measures.»                                           DECLARATION ON A EUROPEAN POLICY FOR NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES 

«The Committee of Ministers..reaffirms that..freedom of expression and information..constitutes a condition for the harmonious progress of social and cultural groups, nations and the international community.»                             RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 14 
ON UNIVERSAL COMMUNITY SERVICE CONCERNING NEW COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION SERVICES
«The Committee of Ministers..recommands to member states to..examine ways of ensuring respect for the principles of fairness, balance and impartiality in the coverage of election campaigns by the media.»              RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 15 ON MEASURES CONCERNING MEDIA COVERAGE OF ELECTION CAMPAIGNS
«Media education allows people to exercise their right to freedom of expression and right to information. It is not only beneficial for their personal development, but also enhances participation and interactivity in society.In this sense it prepares them for democratic citizenship and political awareness.»
 Recommendation 1466 (2000) [1]
Media education 
«The Committee of Ministers..recommands to member states to..ensure that citizens’ participation should apply to all aspects of health care systems.. and create legal structures and policies that support the promotion of citizens’ participation.»                                         Recommendation No. R (2000) 5
of the Committee of Ministers to member states
on the development of structures for citizen
and patient participation in the decision-making process affecting health care
«The Committee of Ministers..recommands to member states to..frame a policy..designed to promote citizens’ participation in local public life.. improving the legal framework for participation..and undertake the..implementation of the policy of promoting citizens’ participation in local public life.»                                     
Recommendation Rec(2001)19 
of the Committee of Ministers to member states 
on the participation of citizens in local public life  (See Attached Document)
Attached)


REC 1897 (2010): Respect for Media Freedom
 
RES 1577 (2007): Towards a decriminalization of libel

REC 1814 (2007): Towards a decriminalization of libel

	
	«A person representing or assisting an incapable adult should give him or her adequate information.. concerning any major decision affecting him or her, so that he or she may express a view.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 4 ON PRINCIPLES CONCERNING THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF INCAPABLE ADULTS



	«The Assembly asks that the..member states.. encourage advertisers to increase self-regulation.. in so far as freedom of expression permits.»

Recommendation 1555 (2002)[1]
The image of women in the media
«The Assembly asks that the..member states.. encourage and promote increased participation by women in the decision-making process.»

Resolution 1216 (2000) Follow-up action to the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)

	«Media..give them ( migrants) a  means of expression and of communication with members of their community.»

RECOMMENDATION 1277 (1995) 1 on migrants, ethnic minorities and media
	


C2-Recognition

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to social and medical assistance, the Parties

undertake.. to ensure that any person who is without adequate resources and who is unable to secure such

resources either by his own efforts or from other

sources..be granted adequate assistance

to ensure that persons receiving such assistance

shall not, for that reason, suffer from a diminution

of their political or social rights.»
A r t i c l e 1 3

The right to social and medical assistance

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document
)


	
	Intercultural Cities, towards a model of intercultural integration CoE publishing 2009


	


C3- Dialogue / Democracy
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«Health policy for single parent families should..encourage the consultation of families and their participation in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of policies.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (97) 4 ON SECURING AND PROMOTING THE HEALTH OF SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES 

«The Committee of Ministers..recommands to member states to..improve the process of participation and civil dialogue as a sine qua non of social inclusion and citizenship.» 

Recommendation 1355 (1998) 1
Fighting social exclusion and strengthening social cohesion in Europe


 
"To ensure the effective exercise of 
collective bargaining, the Parties undertake .. to promote joint consultation between workers and employers to promote .. .. the machinery for voluntary negotiation between employers or 
employers' organizations and organizations .. .. workers to settle conditions of employment by collective agreements .. and promote the establishment and use of appropriate machinery for conciliation and voluntary arbitration for the settlement labor disputes and recognize .. 
the right of workers and employers to 
collective action in cases of conflicts of interest, including 
including the right to strike, subject to 
obligations that might result from 
collective agreements. " 
A r t i c l e 6 
Collective bargaining 
European Social Charter (revised) 
(See Attached) 

«The use of new communication and information services will facilitate the participation of everyone in public life, communication between individuals and public authorities, as well as the provision of public services.»
RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 14 ON UNIVERSAL COMMUNITY SERVICE CONCERNING NEW COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION SERVICES
«The participation of citizens in local politics must be guaranteed at all political and administrative levels.»

Resolution 91 (2000)1 on responsible citizenship and participation in public life




«Universal Design is a concept that extends beyond the issues of mere accessibility of buildings for people with disabilities and should become an integrated part of policies and planning in all aspects of society.»
Resolution ResAP(2007)3 “Achieving full participation through Universal Design”
[image: image2.png]



RES 1653 (2009): Electronic Democracy
REC 1860 (2009): Electronic Democracy

RES 1459 (2005): Abolition of restrictions on voting rights
REC 1714 (2005): Abolition of restrictions on voting rights

REC 1644 (2004): Terrorism: a threat to democracies

RES 1344 (2003): Threat of extremist parties and movements for democracy in Europe

	«Elderly people should be entitled to equal participation at all levels and in all fields, whether social, cultural or 
RECOMMENDATION No. R (94) 9 CONCERNING ELDERLY PEOPLE
«The Committee of Ministers should strongly urge these states..to enable them (the children) to participate actively, responsibly and in a manner appropriate to their capacity, at all levels of society.»
RECOMMENDATION 1286 (1996) [1]
on a European strategy for children
«Participation is a decisive factor for securing social cohesion and..a necessary process in the development of the child.» 

RECOMMENDATION No. R (98) 8 OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS TO MEMBER STATES ON CHILDREN'S PARTICIPATION IN FAMILY AND SOCIAL LIFE

(LINK)

«The Committee of Ministers..recommands to member states to..promote direct participation..through pupils’ councils or parliaments.» Recommendation 1401 (1999)1 Education in the responsibilities of the individual
«The Committee of Ministers..invites the member states to..develop a dynamic social policy..based on the participation of children and adolescents in decision making and policy development.»

Recommendation 1532 (2001)
A dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities
«The knowledge, attitudes, values and key competencies, as described above, cannot be truly and effectively acquired without..active participation of pupils, students, educational staff and parents in democratic management of ..the educational institution.»

CM (2002)40 Doc Draft REC on education for democratic citizenship



«The Committee of Ministers should strongly urge these states..to enable the views of children to be heard in all decision-making which affects them, and to enable them to participate actively..at all levels of society.»
Rec 1551 (2002) Building a twenty-first century society with and for children follow-up to the European strategy for children 



«The active participation of young people in decisions and actions at local and

regional level is essential if we are to build more democratic, inclusive and prosperous

societies.»

Revised European Charter on the Participation of

Young People in Local and Regional Life 

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of elderly persons to social protection, the Parties undertake..to enable elderly persons to remain full members of society for as long as possible.. play an active part in public, social and cultural life.. provision of information about services and facilities available for elderly persons and their

opportunities to make use of them.»

A r t i c l e 2 3

The right of elderly persons to social protection

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document
)


	«A coherent and global policy in favour of people with disabilities..should  guarantee full and active participation in community life..and the right..to an independent life and full integration.»
RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

«Participation of dependent persons in social life, including leisure activities, should be encouraged, and access to such activities should be facilitated by the competent authorities.»
RECOMMENDATION No. R (98) 9 ON DEPENDENCE

	«The Committee of Ministers..recommands to member states to.. encourage and promote increased participation by women in the decision-making process.»

Resolution 1216 (2000) Follow-up action to the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)
«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers..pursue and intensify its work on equality of rights between women and men..placing particular emphasis on equal participation in political life and the decision-making process.» RECOMMENDATION 1229 (1994) [1]
on equality of rights between men and women

«The concept of parity democracy recognises the need for equality in terms of participation and representation of men and women in all areas of society.»

RECOMMENDATION 1269 (1995) [1] on achieving real progress in women's rights as from 1995
REC 1676 (2004): Women's participation in elections

	«Member States, aware of the active participation of foreign residents in the life of the local community and the development of its prosperity, and convinced of the need to improve their integration into the local community, especially by enhancing the possibilities for them to participate in local public affairs. »
CONVENTION ON THE PARTICIPATION OF FOREIGNERS IN PUBLIC LIFE AT LOCAL LEVEL
«Gypsies should participate in the preparation of..programmes (to improve the housing situation, education and labour possibilities of those Gypsies who are living in less favourable circumstances) and in their implementation.»  RECOMMENDATION 1203 (1993) [1]
on Gypsies in Europe 
Intercultural Cities, towards a model of interculturalintegration CoE publishing 2009



RES 1617 (2008): The situation of democracy in Europe Specific challenges facing European Democracies: The Case of diversity and migration

  REC 1839 (2008): The situation of democracy in Europe Specific challenges facing European Democracies: The Case of diversity and migration

  RES 1618 (2008): The situation of democracy in Europe. Measures to Improve The Democratic participation of migrants

  REC 1840 (2008): The situation of democracy in Europe Measures to Improve The Democratic participation of migrants

	


C4 – Functioning of justice

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


C5 – Transparency/Communication with citizens
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite member states..to inform producer and consumer organisations and the processing industry..and to involve them in an open and transparent information policy.»

Recommendation 1389 (1998) [1]
Consumer safety and food quality



«The Assembly..invite member states..to provide standards for transparent and reliable information by education providers.» 

Recommendation Rec(2002)6
on higher education policies in lifelong learning 

«The rules governing the funding of public service broadcasting organisations should..establish.. appropriate, secure and transparent funding framework which guarantees public service broadcasting organisations the means necessary to accomplish their missions.»   

RECOMMENDATION No. R (96) 10 ON THE GUARANTEE OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF PUBLIC SERVICE BROADCASTING 



«The Assembly..urges the governments of member States..to encourage effective international co-operation to deliver the benefits of improved access and increased transparency.»                                           DECLARATION ON A EUROPEAN POLICY FOR NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES  

«Member States may examine the advisability of including in their regulatory frameworks provisions whereby free airtime is made available to political parties/candidates on public broadcasting services in electoral time. This should be done in a fair and non-discriminatory manner, on the basis of transparent and objective criteria.» 

RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 15 ON MEASURES CONCERNING MEDIA COVERAGE OF ELECTION CAMPAIGNS



«Governments should adopt policies that create a supportive environment for the growth in membership, orientation and tasks of civic organisations of health care "users" by developing transparent and open relationships between public authorities and associations.» 

Recommendation No. R (2000) 5
on the development of structures for citizen
and patient participation in the decision-making process affecting health care 



«Guidelines (in support of health care) should be produced by multiprofessional groups in a systematic, independent and transparent fashion, using appropriate quality criteria.» 

Recommendation Rec(2001)13
of the Committee of Ministers to member states
on developing a methodology for drawing up guidelines on best medical practices 


	
	
	
	«Authorities should recognise and legitimise economic activities initiated by Roma/Gypsies and Roma/Gypsies economic contribution to income-generating... through  partnerships.. wide participation of all parties concerned, Roma and non-Roma co-operation, equal opportunities between women and men, accountability and transparency.»

Recommendation Rec(2001)17
on improving the economic and employment situation
of Roma/Gypsies and Travellers in Europe 

«The Assembly..invite member states to sign and ratify the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities as soon as possible..to make sure that the advisory committee to be set up once the framework convention enters into force is as independent, effective and transparent as possible.»

RECOMMENDATION 1255 (1995) 1 on the protection of the rights of national minorities
	


C6 – Public Management

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	«There will be a greater proportion of elderly and very old people in society which will have consequences for all sectors of government policies. Governments should take the appropriate measures in these fields.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (94) 9 CONCERNING ELDERLY PEOPLE

	
	
	
	


C7 - Coherence

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


C8- Support of the institutions

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to social security, the Parties undertake:

to establish or maintain a system of social security.. at a satisfactory level at least equal to that necessary for the ratification of the European Code of Social

Security..to endeavour to raise progressively the system of social security to a higher level.. 

to take steps.. in order to ensure a equal treatment with their own nationals of the nationals of other Parties in respect of social..security rights.. the granting, maintenance and resumption of

social security rights.. by such means as the

accumulation of insurance or employment

periods completed under the legislation of each

of the Parties.»
A r t i c l e 1 2

The right to social security

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to social and medical assistance, the Parties

undertake.. to provide that everyone may receive by

appropriate public or private services such advice

and personal help as may be required to prevent, to

remove, or to alleviate personal or family want.»
A r t i c l e 1 3

The right to social and medical assistance

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to benefit from social welfare services, the

Parties undertake.. to promote or provide services which, by using methods of social work, would contribute to the welfare and development of both individuals and groups in the community.»
A r t i c l e 1 4

The right to benefit from social welfare

Services

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)



«With a view to ensuring the necessary conditions for

the full development of the family, which is a

fundamental unit of society, the Parties undertake to

promote the economic, legal and social protection of

family life by such means as social and family benefits,fiscal arrange-ments, provision of family housing, benefits for the newly married and other appropriate means.»

A r t i c l e 1 6

The right of the family to social, legal and

economic protection
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of workers to protection in cases of termination

of employment, the Parties undertake to recognise.. the right of all workers not to have their

employment terminated without valid reasons.. connected with their capacity or conduct or based on the operational requirements of the undertaking, establishment or service..the right of workers whose employment is terminated without a valid reason to adequate compensation.. to ensure that a worker who considers that his employment has been terminated without a valid reason shall have the right to appeal to an impartial body.»
A r t i c l e 2 4

The right to protection in cases of

termination of employment
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of children and young persons to grow up in an

environment which encourages the full development of their personality and of their physical and mental capacities, the Parties undertake.. to protect children and young persons against negligence, violence or exploitation.»

A r t i c l e 1 7

The right of children and young persons

to social, legal and economic protection
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to protection against poverty and social

exclusion, the Parties undertake..to take measures..to promote the

effective access of persons who live or risk living in

a situation of social exclusion or poverty..to.. employment,

housing, training, education, culture and social and

medical assistance..to review these measures with a view to their adaptation if necessary.»
A r t i c l e 3 0

The right to protection against poverty

and social exclusion

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document
)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to social and medical assistance, the Parties

undertake.. to ensure that any person who is without adequate resources and who is unable to secure such

resources either by his own efforts or from other

sources..be granted adequate assistance.»
A r t i c l e 1 3

The right to social and medical assistance

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document
)

«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right of children and young persons to grow up in an

environment which encourages the full development of their personality and of their physical and mental capacities, the Parties undertake..to provide protection and special aid from the state for children and young persons

temporarily or definitively deprived of their

family’s support.»

A r t i c l e 1 7

The right of children and young persons

to social, legal and economic protection
European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	
	 «With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of migrant workers and their families to protection and assistance in the territory of any other Party, the Parties undertake..to secure for such workers lawfully within their

Territories..treatment not less favourable than that of their own nationals in

respect of.. membership of trade unions and enjoyment of the benefits of collective bargaining.»
A r t i c l e 1 9

The right of migrant workers and their

families to protection and assistance

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)

Intercultural Cities, towards a model of interculturalintegration CoE publishing 2009


	«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of workers’ representatives to carry out their

functions, the Parties undertake to ensure that in the undertaking.. they enjoy effective protection against acts prejudicial to them..they are afforded such facilities as may be appropriate in order to enable them to carry out

their functions promptly and efficiently, account

being taken of the industrial relations system of the country and the needs, size and capabilities of the

undertaking concerned.»
A r t i c l e 2 8

The right of workers’ representatives to protection in the undertaking and facilities to be accorded to them




C9 – Citizens’ relations with public institutions
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	RES 1604 (2008): Video surveillance of public places 

REC 1830 (2008): Video surveillance of public places 


	
	
	
	Intercultural Cities, towards a model of intercultural integration CoE publishing 2009


	


C10 – Citizens’ relations with other institutions

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


D- RELATIONS WITH PHYSICAL PERSONS
D1 – Couple/marriage

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups
People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others (Judges, prisoners, artists 
etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


D2 – Family

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly..recommends the..member states to..adopt a policy which..secures and promotes the health of single parent families..ensures supportive environments for the fulfilment of the family and its social integration..encourage the consultation of families and their participation in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of policies.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (97) 4 ON SECURING AND PROMOTING THE HEALTH OF SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES 

REC 1723 (2005): Forced marriages and child marriages
 
RES 1468 (2005): Forced marriages and child marriages

RES 1720 (2010): Investing in family cohesion as a factor of development in times of crisis

REC 1912 (2010): Investing in family cohesion as a factor of development in times of crisis

	«Considering that it is in the interest of both parents and of society that children grow up in conditions which are as favourable and secure as possible..the best interest of children must come first, and..the family to continue to play a central role in modern society.»

RESOLUTION 855 (1986) on equality between men and women
«The Assembly..recommends the..member states to..promote the introduction in every country of a specific policy for child care in and outside the family..to provide conditions that enable families to raise their children properly.»


RECOMMENDATION 1071 (1988) [1]
on child welfare - Providing institutional care for infants and children
 
«Society has a long-term responsibility to support children and has to acknowledge the rights of the family in the interest of the child.»

RECOMMENDATION 1286 (1996) [1] on a European strategy for children

	
	
	REC 1686 (2004): Human mobility and the right to family reunification

	


D3 – Friends

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


D4 – Neighbourhood Relations –  

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	Intercultural Cities, towards a model of interculturalintegration CoE publishing 2009


	


D5 – Working Relations
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


D6 – Relations between generations

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	REC 1930 (2010): Prohibiting the marketing and use of anti-youth "Mosquito"

	
	
	
	


 E- SOCIAL EQUILIBRIUM
E1 – Asserting identities

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)
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REC 1774 (2006): The Turkish presence in Europe: migrant workers and new European citizens

	


E2 – Intercultural dialogue

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	REC 1798 (2007): Compliance with the principle of gender equality in civil law

	Intercultural Cities, towards a model of interculturalintegration CoE publishing 2009


	


 E3- Equity/Sharing/Solidarity

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly..urges the..member States..to.. implement..policies..based on the principle of solidarity..and international co-operation should be redesigned, based on the principle of solidarity, in such a way as to link social affairs, environmental concerns and economic affairs .»

RECOMMENDATION 1304 (1996) 1
on the future of social policy
«Local public services should contribute to social cohesion, either by providing solidarity services established by law, or by using their own

powers to supplement and build upon these policies, according to the needs and resources existing at the local level.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (97) 7 

ON LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICES AND 

THE RIGHTS OF THEIR USERS

( See Attached Document )

«The Assembly..urges the..member States..to.. reform existing social policies as a matter of priority, basing them on the principle of solidarity, with the objective of apportioning aid to the most disadvantaged..and protecting them more effectively against social exclusion.» 
Recommendation 1355 (1998) 1
Fighting social exclusion and strengthening social cohesion in Europe


«The Committee of Ministers declares that..education for democratic citizenship is a factor for social cohesion, mutual understanding, intercultural and inter-religious dialogue and solidarity.» Recommendation Rec (2002)12 
on education for democratic citizenship
«The Assembly also recalls its Resolutions 961 (1991) on food aid and food security policies and 1006 (1993) on North-South interdependence and solidarity..Europe and the least developed countries..and invite the..member States..to..devote as quickly as possible 0.7% of their GNP to development aid..to help countries which are at present unable to produce the minimum food supply necessary to develop their agriculture so that it is capable of meeting at least the basic food requirements of the population.»                                                    RECOMMENDATION 1351 (1997) 1
on food supply in the world 

 «All persons should base their attitudes towards others on the human rights ethos..to respect the life, dignity and freedom..to fight for justice and solidarity and to show tolerance for the beliefs of others.»                                                       Resolution 91 (2000)1 on responsible citizenship and participation in public life          

«With a view to ensuring the exercise of the right to

equality of opportunity and treatment for men and

women workers with family responsibilities and

between such workers and other workers, the Parties

undertake.. to take appropriate measures.. to enable workers with family responsibilities to enter and remain in employment, as well as to re-enter employment after an absence due to those responsibilities.. to provide a possibility for either parent to obtain,during a period after maternity leave, parental leave to take care of a child.. to ensure that family responsibilities shall not..constitute a valid reason for termination of employment.»
A r t i c l e 2 7

The right of workers with family

responsibilities to equal opportunities

and equal treatment 

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)


	«Solidarity between generations is of great importance and should be encouraged..both in the family and on the individual level, as well as on the private and public institutional level.. Elderly people have a positive role to play in maintaining relationships between generations, both in the family and in the community..in the transmission of their experience, knowledge and know-how.»
RECOMMENDATION No. R (94) 9 CONCERNING ELDERLY PEOPLE
«Secondary education plays a decisive role in..education in ethical values founded on respect for the rights of others, tolerance, mutual aid and combating racism and anti-Semitism.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 2 ON SECONDARY EDUCATION 

«A shift in political will is needed to focus resources on the introduction of multidisciplinary measures at an early stage, providing children and young people with positive life experiences, restoring democratic and civil values, fostering creativity, solidarity, and positive community participation.»          Recommendation 1532 (2001)
A dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities
«With a view to ensuring the exercise of the right to

equality of opportunity and treatment for men and

women workers with family responsibilities and

between such workers and other workers, the Parties

undertake..to take appropriate measures to develop or promote services, public or private, in particular child day care services and other childcare arrangements.»
A r t i c l e 2 7

The right of workers with family responsibilities to equal opportunities

and equal treatment

European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document
)


	«Health education directed to prevent impairments or disabilities from becoming handicaps..should aim..to start a dialogue and foster solidarity between people with disabilities and the able-bodied.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

  «The Assembly..urges the..member States..to.. at helping and standing by and improving awareness of the problems of disabled people.»

RECOMMENDATION 1185 (1992) 1 on rehabilitation policies for the disabled 


 ««The Assembly..urges the..member States..to.. strengthen and implement their legislation in order to ensure human rights protection, social solidarity and equity.» 

Recommendation Rec(2001)12
on the adaptation of health care services to the demand for health care and health care services of people in marginal situations
	Equality of opportunity between men and women  removal of discrimination.. are an expression of democratic values and human rights.» 

RESOLUTION 855 (1986) on equality between men and women
«The Assembly.. recommends the..member states..to reduce inequality.. organise information campaigns  to heighten awareness of equal opportunities..

promote parity at political and public level .»

Resolution 1216 (2000) Follow-up action to the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)
«The concept of parity democracy recognises the need for equality in terms of participation and representation of men and women in all areas of society.»

RECOMMENDATION 1269 (1995) [1]
on achieving real progress in women's rights as from 1995
	
	«A health policy for single parent families should.. be based on values propounded by the Council of Europe: human rights and patients' rights, human dignity, equity, solidarity.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (97) 4 ON SECURING AND PROMOTING THE HEALTH OF SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES 




E4 – Social Mix 

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


E5 – Economic balance

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


 E6 – Demographic balance
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	RES 1502 (2006): Social cohesion Demographic Challenges
REC 1749 (2006): Social cohesion Demographic Challenges

	
	
	
	RES 1462 (2005): Policy co-development as a positive measure to regulate migratory flows
REC 1718 (2005): Policy co-development as a positive measure to regulate migratory flows

	


E7 – Social mobility

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


E8 – Inclusion
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	Recommendation 1532 (2001)
A dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities
REC 1530 (2001): Status and prospects of rural youth

	
	
	REC 1625 (2003): Integration policies for immigrants in the states of the Council of Europe

	



E9 – Peace/security
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)
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RES 1657 (2009): Riots in European cities: lessons and the Council of Europe



	
	
	
	
	


F- PERSONAL BALANCE
F1- Autonomy/Freedom

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly..recommends that the Committee of Ministers ask the competent authorities of member states..create strategies for freedom of access to and freedom of choice in education, for girls and boys, women and men.»
RECOMMENDATION 1281 (1995) 1
on gender equality in education
«Local services.. respect the principles of neutrality and non-discrimination in respect of users, freedom of opinion and the whole range of public freedoms which they are under a duty to guarantee and promote.»  
RECOMMENDATION No. R (97) 7 

ON LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICES AND 

THE RIGHTS OF THEIR USERS

( See Attached Document )

«Education for democratic citizenship is fundamental to the Council of Europe’s primary task of promoting a free, tolerant and just society..and contributes..to defending the values and principles of freedom, pluralism, human rights and the rule of law, which are the foundations of democracy.»            Recommendation Rec (2002)12 
on education for democratic citizenship     
(See Attached Document
)

«The principle of freedom of conscience and thought includes the freedom to have a religion or not have, and the freedom to practice one’s religion, to give it up or leave or change if one so wishes.» Recommendation CM / Rec (2008) 12on the dimension of religious and non religious convinctions within intercultural education  (See Attached Document)

	
	«In order to prevent, eliminate or reduce the effects of impairments or disabilities it is necessary to implement an operational health programme of.. constant monitoring of the impairment in full respect of the freedom of the individual.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (92) 6 ON A COHERENT POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

«The laws, procedures and practices relating to the protection of incapable adults shall be based on respect for their human rights and fundamental freedoms. The measure of protection should interfere with the legal capacity, rights and freedoms of the person concerned to the minimum extent which is consistent with achieving the purpose of the intervention.»  

RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 4 ON PRINCIPLES CONCERNING THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF INCAPABLE ADULTS



	
	«In the field of equal rights..member states, which have not yet done so, should ratify the 4th Protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights, which guarantees the liberty of movement and is as such essential for travellers.»  

Rec 1203 (1993) on Gypsies in Europe
«The migrants..are not always aware of their illegal migrant status..and are subject to inhuman and degrading treatment and exploitation. These restrictions on their freedom amount to a modern form of "disguised slavery".»
RECOMMENDATION 1211 (1993) [1]
on clandestine migration: traffickers and employers of clandestine migrants

 
	


F2 – Time/Stress Management 

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


F3 – Balance between activities

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	REC 1769 (2006): The need to reconcile work and family life
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 F4 – Mental Equilibrium
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


F5 – Spirituality and religion

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


F6 – Balance in relations with society
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


F7 – Personal Development

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


G –FEELINGS OF WELL-BEING/NOT WELL-BEING
G1 – Self-esteem/Shame

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


G2 – Satisfaction/Frustration
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


G3 – Tranquillity/Fear

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


G4 – Feelings of well-being/not well-being

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


G5 – Feelings towards life and death
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


G6 –  Stress/tranquility

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


G7–  Joy/sadness

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


G8 – Feelings of well-being/not well-being

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


H- INITIATIVES AND COMMITMENTS
H1 - Motivation
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


H2 – Work on self/respect of self

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


H3 – Private Initiatives/Entrepreneurship

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


H4 - Ethics in the relations with others

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


H5 – Meet/listen/share
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	


H6 - Responsibility
	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«The Assembly..call on member states..to prepare programmes aimed at raising the awareness of immigrants and asylum seekers about the human rights to which they will be entitled and the responsibilities that must be assumed in the country where they settle.. and recommends..to consider human rights education and awareness-raising, including respect for the rights of others and the corresponding responsibilities, as a priority.» 

Recommandation 1401 (1999)[1]
Education in the responsibilities of the individual
 (See Attached Document
)

«The responsibilities of a good, democratic citizen include a willingness to keep oneself informed of political developments, to contribute to shaping informed public opinion and to take part in political events as an active, committed member of society.»

Resolution 91 (2001) on responsible citizenship and participation in public life
(See Attached Document
)

«Citizens/patients should have the possibility of participating in setting priorities in health care. Aims, outcomes and responsibilities attached to these choices must be clearly set out, as well as implications of these choices as regards the allocation of resources, reorganisation of the health system and relations between the different components of the health care system.»

Recommendation No. R (2000) 5
on the development of structures for citizen
and patient participation in the decision-making process affecting health care
«Improve citizenship education and incorporate into school curricula and training syllabuses the objective of promoting awareness of the responsibilities that are incumbent on each individual in a democratic society, in particular within the local community, whether as an elected representative, local administrator, public servant or ordinary citizen.» Recommendation Rec(2001)19 
on the participation of citizens in local public life   (See Attached Document)



«The role and responsibilities of local authorities and civil society organisations in housing policy and the distribution of tasks between them should be clearly and legally defined.»

Doc CM(2001)189 addendum 3 on access to housing (CS-LO)
«In order to fulfil the general aims of education for democratic citizenship it would be appropriate to implement educational approaches and teaching methods..which aim at..shoulder shared responsibilities.»

CM (2002)40 Doc Draft REC on education for democratic citizenship
«Assistance to dependent persons is a responsibility of society..that must be recognised as such by the public authorities..that have to take the necessary measures..to provide a sufficiently wide range of possibilities for respite.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (98) 9 ON DEPENDENCE

	«Society has a long-term responsibility to support children and has to ..to inform children and also their parents of their rights..by introducing education on children's rights and responsibilities..to emphasise..that in a civilised society responsibilities and obligations go hand in hand with rights and privileges.» RECOMMENDATION 1286 (1996) [1] on a European strategy for children
«Families with children should receive grants to cover basic social needs..to allow parents to shoulder their responsibilities.» RECOMMENDATION 1304 (1996) 1 on the future of social policy
«Participation in social life as a form of practising citizenship provides the opportunity for learning individual and collective responsibilities..The participation of the child should not serve as a pretext for crushing the child with burdens and responsibilities it cannot assume because of its age.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (98) 8 ON CHILDREN'S PARTICIPATION IN FAMILY AND SOCIAL LIFE
«Secondary education should play a decisive role within the education system in..making young people aware of their responsibilities and duties as citizens respectful of the rights of others..making young people aware of their shared cultural heritage and their shared responsibilities as European citizens..and their political and social competence, including the ability and desire to shoulder responsibility.» 
RECOMMENDATION No. R (99) 2 ON SECONDARY EDUCATION 


	«The Assembly..call on member states..to improve multisectoral co-operation to increase the ability of their social systems..This approach should clearly specify the role, responsibilities and co-ordination of the various agencies and social institutions involved in order to prevent these persons from falling into marginal situations.»

Recommendation Rec(2001)12 on the adaptation of health care services to the demand for health care and health care services of people in marginal situations
	«The Assembly..call on member states..to..adopt specific policies and promote action programmes to engage the governments of member states to address the problems of women both in traditional areas of responsibility and in new ones in particular concerning violence against women..and to create..bodies to ensure the real achievement of equality between men and women..with responsibility for abolishing direct and indirect discrimination.»  

RECOMMENDATION 1269 (1995) [1]
on achieving real progress in women's rights as from 1995
«The Assembly calls on the..member states..to
take suitable measures or initiatives for equality between the sexes..so that women and men are enabled to be gainfully employed while sharing family and parental responsibilities.» 
RECOMMENDATION 1146 (1991) 1 
on equal opportunities and equal treatment for women and men on the labour-market

	«Roma/Gypsies should be given information about their rights and responsibilities in the employment field.» 
Recommendation Rec(2001)17
on improving the economic and employment situation
of Roma/Gypsies and Travellers in Europe 


	«The Assembly..call on member states.. to..establish a system for.. health problems of single parent families on a multidisciplinary basis, which specifies clearly the roles and responsibilities of the various agencies involved.»

RECOMMENDATION No. R (97) 4 ON SECURING AND PROMOTING THE HEALTH OF SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES 

«The Assembly..call on member states..to.. ensuring that the status and remuneration of judges is commensurate with the dignity of their profession and burden of responsibilities.. and have..the power to exercise their judicial responsibilities to ensure that the law is properly applied.»  
RECOMMENDATION NO. R (94) 12 ON INDEPENDENCE EFFICIENCY AND ROLE OF JUDGES


H7- Engagement in civic life

	General


	Elderly People 

Children/Youth


	Marginalized Groups

People with Disabilities

Dependant people
	Women
	Migrants

Foreigners

Minorities


	Others 

(Judges, prisoners, artists 

etc.)

	«With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the

right to benefit from social welfare services, the

Parties undertake.. to encourage the participation of individuals and voluntary or other organisations in the establishment and maintenance of such services.»
A r t i c l e 1 4

The right to benefit from social welfare

Services European Social Charter (revised)

(See Attached Document)



RES 1778 (2010): To promote volunteerism and volunteering in Europe



	
	
	
	
	


H8- Collective organization
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H9- Collective Dynamics
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APPENDIX :  Extracts of some recommendations and resolutions cited in the document

A - Access to essential resources

A01 Food

REC 1786 (2007): Towards responsible food consumption
13. Accordingly, the Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the member states to:

13.1. support citizens’ initiatives involving solidarity and partnership between producers and consumers and promote responsible consumer behaviour and commitments;

13.2. develop dialogue and co-operation between the public authorities and the various players involved in responsible consumption;

13.3. take legislative, regulatory and socio-economic steps to give a strong boost to the social commitments that drive the solidarity-based economy and develop an ethos of responsibility in economic activity; 

13.4. provide for agricultural and rural subsidies that make better allowance for the economic, social and environmental consequences of the different agri-food production systems; 

13.5. take into account the growing public awareness of values other than immediate economic benefit and to take steps to:

13.5.1. encourage the development of synergy between government, companies and citizens with this new awareness that is here to stay; 

13.5.2. introduce fiscal incentives in favour of associations and organisations engaged in the development of a solidarity-based economy and fair trade; 

13.5.3. inform consumers through information campaigns to help them make enlightened choices, and support the campaigns of non-governmental organisations in this endeavour;

13.5.4. encourage the networking of these initiatives and facilitate links with other sectors of the solidarity- or citizen-based economy; 

13.5.5. facilitate the establishment of “ethical banks”, more heedful of the social and economic consequences of the bank credit system;

13.5.6. encourage companies, especially major firms in the agri-food and food retailing sector, to draw up “ethical balance sheets” of their activities. 

14. The Assembly also recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

14.1. support the work of the European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS), and in particular that of the European dialogue platform on ethical and solidarity-based initiatives for combating poverty and social exclusion in carrying out its three-year action plan. This plan is aimed at, inter alia, raising children’s awareness, improving access to responsible consumption for the poorest population groups, and developing links between solidarity and responsible consumption and product information methods;

14.2. instruct the European Youth Centre to include responsible food consumption in its efforts to develop youth participation and democratic citizenship, social cohesion and inclusion for young people.

Read full text of Recommendation
Back
RES 1222 (2000): Agriculture and lack of water resources

6. The Assembly urges the governments of member states, in particular those of countries most exposed to water shortages, to: 

i. include agricultural policy measures for water in a comprehensive water resources management policy and, to that end, set up national water agencies responsible for all issues relating to water (supply, demand, charging, data collection, research, co-operation, information facilities, etc.) so as to encourage rational and sustainable management of water resources and the drawing up of national water management plans to improve the conservation and renewal of water stocks and improve supplies; 

ii. promote co-operation between member states, notably with regard to the transfer of surplus water resources to countries with a water deficit; 

iii. encourage farmers to grow traditional crop varieties more suited to local climates, employ irrigation methods that consume less water (micro-irrigation, “fertigation”, etc.) and adapt agricultural consumption to the water available; 

iv. introduce, in co-operation with professional agricultural organisations, measures to assess agricultural practices and provide advice with a view to promoting sustainable agriculture, notably with regard to the efficient use of water resources; 

v. promote less intensive and more ecological agriculture and breeding to reduce the excessive use of chemicals (fertilisers, pesticides, etc.) and the production of effluents, which are the cause of serious pollution of water resources (surface and ground water); 

vi. adopt measures to reduce the very great losses that occur in water collection and supply systems by renewing distribution networks, reducing evaporation losses and improving the management of irrigation systems; 

vii. reduce all excessive water consumption in line with available resources, not exceeding the threshold for the restoration of stocks, and, where appropriate, provide the necessary alternative installations on a timely basis (recycling, desalination, etc.); 

viii. adopt, to this end, a comprehensive, integrated water management policy which, on the basis of constant assessment and monitoring of available resources and needs, makes the necessary adjustments between supply and demand, and strikes the appropriate balance between competing types of use; 

ix. adopt flexible water charges that vary according to the types of use and sector, and bring the price of water gradually into line with its real cost so as to prevent excessive consumption without, however, penalising the agricultural sector, on which our food security depends and for which water is an essential resource; 

x. expand co-operation with agricultural organisations so as to improve the information, training and assistance provided for farmers with regard to irrigation and cropping methods and choosing high-value varieties that need little water; 

xi. promote research on irrigation methods, recycling and re-use techniques for waste water, and the selection of crop varieties that need little water, while paying particular attention to health and environmental risks; 

xii. foster co-operation with international, research and agricultural organisations competent in the water sector (the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco), the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the European Union (EU), the International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean and Agronomic Studies (Icamas), the World Water Council (WWC), the International Federation of Agricultural Producers (Ifap), etc.). 

7. The Assembly urges the parliaments of the member states, in particular those of countries with a water shortage, to adopt the necessary legislative measures to implement the above recommendations. 

Read full text of Resolution
Back
A02 Health and health care

RES 1607 (2008): Access to safe and legal abortion in Europe

7. The Assembly invites the member states of the Council of Europe to:

7.1. decriminalise abortion within reasonable gestational limits, if they have not already done so;

7.2. guarantee women’s effective exercise of their right of access to a safe and legal abortion;

7.3. allow women freedom of choice and offer the conditions for a free and enlightened choice without specifically promoting abortion;

7.4. lift restrictions which hinder, de jure or de facto, access to safe abortion, and, in particular, take the necessary steps to create the appropriate conditions for health, medical and psychological care and offer suitable financial cover;

7.5. adopt evidence-based appropriate sexual and reproductive health and rights strategies and policies, ensuring continued improvements and expansion of non-judgmental sex and relationships information and education, as well as contraceptive services, through increased investments from the national budgets into improving health systems, reproductive health supplies and information;

7.6. ensure that women and men have access to contraception and advice on contraception at a reasonable cost, of a suitable nature for them and chosen by them;

7.7. introduce compulsory age-appropriate, gender-sensitive sex and relationships education for young people (inter alia, in schools) to avoid unwanted pregnancies (and therefore abortions);

7.8. promote a more pro-family attitude in public information campaigns and provide counselling and practical support to help women where the reason for wanting an abortion is family or financial pressure.

Read the full Resolution
Back
RES 1608 (2008): Child and teenage suicide in Europe: a serious public health issue

16. Consequently, with a view to identifying people at risk and to preventing suicide, the Assembly invites member states to:

16.1. address this question and make it a political priority;

16.2. support existing scientific research on this subject and promote new research;

16.3. provide health education in primary and secondary schools but also take action to prevent violence and bullying in schools;

16.4. set up training for care staff to help them identify persons at risk and make suicidology an academic subject in its own right;

16.5. strengthen policies to combat drug and alcohol abuse among minors;

16.6. promote family support policies to help families ensure that teenagers successfully integrate into society;

16.7. put in place and/or establish walk-in centres or helplines, so as to be in a better position to hear the cries for help coming from teenagers and to prevent crises from occurring;

16.8. improve teenagers’ medical knowledge of suicide and suicidal symptoms;

16.9. take steps to ensure that teenagers do not trivialise suicide; 

16.10. restrict, as far as possible and particularly in public places, all means of suicide;

16.11. foster co-operation with the media to make people more aware of the problem of suicide;

16.12. provide targeted information, advice and assistance on suicide as part of the implementation of the Committee of Ministers Recommendation Rec(2007)16 on measures to promote the public service value of the Internet;

16.13. reinforce measures to combat homophobia through educational activities and discussion groups encouraging self-acceptance and the acceptance of others;

16.14. combat the inhumane practice of forced marriages and intensify awareness concerning this matter;

16.15. strengthen networks involving associations, NGOs and public services.

17. With a view to preventing repeat attempts, the Assembly also invites member states to:

17.1. provide systematic psycho-social support measures;

17.2. provide psychological assistance not only to the young people concerned but also to parents and close friends;

17.3. introduce a multidisciplinary approach encompassing health, education, employment, the police, the justice system, the religious and political authorities and the media.

Full text of Resolution
Back
RES 1576 (2007): For a European convention on promoting public health policy in drug control

11. In order to promote the effective implementation of the convention, the Assembly calls on member states: 

11.1. to extend the scope of drug demand reduction programmes, assess them and disseminate the best practices assessed;

11.2. to improve access to prevention programmes in schools and make them more effective;

11.3. to improve prevention methods and the detection of risk factors in certain target groups, especially young people, as well as the dissemination of these data to the professionals in order to implement early intervention programmes;

11.4. ensure that targeted treatment, re-education and social reintegration programmes are available and accessible. These programmes should incorporate tested psychosocial and pharmacological strategies, and include drug addicts not reached by existing services with particular attention being paid to specialised services for young people, and rehabilitation of drug addicts in the labour market;

11.5. develop further alternatives to imprisonment for drug addicts and the setting up of prevention, treatment and reintegration services for prisoners;

11.6. improve access to harm-reduction services and treatment, and set up programmes to prevent the propagation of the Aids virus, the hepatitis C virus and other blood-borne diseases and endeavour to reduce the number of drug-related deaths;

11.7. encourage research into the factors underlying dependency and such questions as the effects of certain drugs and effective health measures;

11.8. implement operational enforcement programmes in order to reduce the production of heroin, cocaine and cannabis, as well as synthetic drugs and trade in them, in particular by devising operational joint programmes, collecting intelligence on third countries involved in manufacturing and trading in such drugs, sharing best practice and exchanging information;

11.9. devise and implement measures targeted at money laundering and the seizure and re-use of financial products connected with drugs, in particular through exchanges of information and best practice;

11.10. encourage co-operation with international organisations such as the IFRCS and the EMCDDA, as well as with civil society and community groups from areas most affected by problem drug use;

11.11. encourage the creation, in national parliaments, of mechanisms and structures which promote public health responses to problem drug use in the national context, such as all-party parliamentary groups;

11.12. provide appropriate financial support.

Read full text of Resolution
Back
REC 1813 (2007): For a European convention on promoting public health policy in drug control

1. The Parliamentary Assembly refers to its Resolution 1576 (2007) for a European convention on promoting public health policy in drug control and recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

1.1. forward this resolution to the governments of member states and request them to take it into account when developing their national drug policy strategies;

1.2. invite the Pompidou Group and other relevant European partners to:

1.2.1. promote an exchange of best practices between member states on public-health-orientated responses to problem drug use;

1.2.2. promote a dialogue on problem drug use in the context of public health policy making;

1.2.3. support the collection of comparable data and the development of indicators on effective responses to problem drug use;

1.2.4. formulate and adopt a new framework convention on drug policy which consolidates existing scientific and medical knowledge and which may subsequently form the basis of member states’ national drug policies.

Read full text of Recommendation
Back
REC 1794 (2007): The quality of medicines in Europe

14. The Assembly therefore recommends that the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe ask Council of Europe member states, non-member states and the Contracting Parties to the Convention on the Elaboration of a European Pharmacopoeia (ETS No. 50) to make provision for an international legal instrument, in the form of a convention, designed to introduce new legislation, including a new offence relating to pharmaceutical crime, to establish specific penalties for counterfeiting and impairing the quality of medicines, and to lay down rules governing jurisdiction allowing the interests of victims of pharmaceutical crime to be taken into account.

15. The Assembly also calls on Council of Europe member states, non-member states and the Contracting Parties to the Convention on the Elaboration of a European Pharmacopoeia to:

15.1. use the departments within the Organisation to collect and disseminate information;

15.2. organise public information campaigns on the risks entailed in using counterfeit medicines, to encourage people to use legal distribution channels;

15.3. promote inter-agency co-operation between the police, customs authorities, the judiciary, health professionals and other relevant medical bodies;

15.4. draft legislation on medicines, including provisions prohibiting the manufacture, import and sale of counterfeit medicines, in order to regulate the manufacture and import of medicines and prevent counterfeit medicines from entering pharmaceutical distribution networks;

15.5. introduce surveillance systems, in liaison with laboratories and distribution networks;

15.6. establish a comprehensive system for the traceability of medicines, with the aim of producing a fully-fledged register of pharmaceutical products;

15.7. set up a special system for monitoring and checking the quality of medicines dispatched for humanitarian purposes;

15.8. set up, in conjunction with the European Directorate for the Quality of Medicines and HealthCare, a training scheme for staff and professionals concerned so that they can take appropriate action to deal with crime in the pharmaceutical field; 

15.9. establish a system for checking the identity of online pharmacies.

16. The Assembly asks the Committee of Ministers to recommend to those states which have not already done so to:

16.1. sign and ratify the Convention on the Elaboration of a European Pharmacopoeia;

16.2. sign and ratify the Convention on Cybercrime (ETS No. 185).

Read full text of Recommendation
Back
REC 1785 (2007): The spread of the HIV/AIDS epidemic to women and girls in Europe

7. The Assembly recalls Resolution 1536 (2007) and Recommendation 1784 (2007) on HIV/Aids in Europe, and recommends that the Committee of Ministers ensure that a gender perspective is taken in all work on HIV/Aids within the Council of Europe and its member states.

8. The Assembly recommends that the Council of Europe run a European awareness-raising campaign to combat Aids in the near future, similar to the one being run this year to combat domestic violence.

9. The Assembly furthermore recommends that the Council of Europe and its member states focus their efforts on the following measures to halt the spread of HIV/Aids to women and girls in Europe:

9.1. promote and develop school programmes, including sex education, which take into account the specificities of both sexes;

9.2. support the introduction of prevention programmes and awareness-raising campaigns on HIV/Aids, in particular by ensuring the dissemination of adequate and well-targeted information to young adults via the media and other available information outlets;

9.3. implement gender-sensitive and human-rights-based testing and treatment policies, including free access to full medical care, which ensure that persons who are HIV-positive are recognised by social insurance schemes;

9.4. fight discrimination against HIV-positive people, in particular women, and put into place reinsertion programmes for HIV-positive victims of this type of discrimination;

9.5. work at national and international level to establish the legal and institutional frameworks which ensure the respect for and the protection and exercise of the fundamental rights of women and girls, including in Europe.

10. Furthermore, the Assembly recognises that programmes and policies such as those set out in paragraph 9 above are likely to be more successful if they involve, at both national and international level, relevant civil society organisations and people living with HIV/Aids.

Read full Recommandation
Back
REC 1715 (2005): Improving the response to mental health needs in Europe

1. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe refers to its Resolution 1460 (2005) on improving the response to mental health needs in Europe.

2. It recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

i. forward this resolution to the governments of member states and ask them to take it into account when formulating and implementing their policies on mental health and respect for the rights of persons suffering from mental disorder;

ii. in co-operation with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the European Union, assist the member states in drawing up and implementing their reform of mental health in order to ensure that restructurings of the various public mental health services are carried out without any loss of financial resources;

iii. ensure the exchange of experience and good practice between the member states

Read full text of Recommendation



Back
RES 1460 (2005): Improving the response to mental health needs in Europe

15. The Assembly proposes that the problem raised by situations of neglect, abandonment and abuse of people with severe mental disorder, either within families or in institutional care, be tackled in the legislative context: European countries should tailor their civil law measures for the protection of adults to this state of affairs. The Assembly believes that effective criminal sanctions must be introduced for any persons with positions of responsibility in institutions, or in some cases heads of families, who are directly responsible for these problematic situations. 

16. In the light of the foregoing, the Assembly calls on the governments of member states:

i. to undertake legislative reform, where necessary, in order to ensure respect for the rights of persons suffering from mental disorder in conformity with the principles of the European Convention on Human Rights, the case-law of the European Court of Human Rights and the recommendations of the Committee of Ministers, in particular Recommendation Rec(2004)10;

ii. in co-operation with the associations of professionals, users and their relatives, to formulate, adopt and implement a mental health policy in accordance with the guidelines previously set out and the principles laid down by the WHO, particularly in the Mental Health Declaration and the Action Plan for Europe adopted in Helsinki in January 2005;

iii. to grant special attention to the improvement of the mental health of children and adolescents;

iv. to make available the budget needed to implement such a policy by identifying the proportion of overall health expenditure earmarked for mental health, particularly for the community-based provision of care and services;

v. to pay particular attention to the conditions under which persons hospitalised for mental disorder are admitted to hospital and treated, and take action to prevent any abuse and disregard of the human rights or human dignity of such persons;

vi. to ensure independent monitoring and evaluation of mental health programmes in close co-operation with professionals, users and their relatives;

vii. within the framework of the Council of Europe and in co-operation with the WHO, to participate in the exchange of experience and good practice relating to mental health.

Read full text of Recommendation
Back
RES 1247 (2001): Female genital mutilation

11. The Assembly calls on the governments of member states: 

i. to introduce specific legislation prohibiting genital mutilation and declaring genital mutilation to be a violation of human rights and bodily integrity; 

ii. to take steps to inform all people about the legislation banning the practice before they enter Council of Europe member states; 

iii. to adopt more flexible measures for granting the right of asylum to mothers and their children who fear being subjected to such practices; 

iv. to adopt specific time limits for prosecution that enable the victims to go to court when they reach the age of majority, and to grant organisations the right to bring action; 

v. to prosecute the perpetrators and their accomplices, including family members and health personnel, on criminal charges of violence leading to mutilation,  including cases where such mutilation is committed abroad; 

vi. to conduct information and public awareness-raising campaigns to inform health personnel, refugee groups and all groups concerned by this question about the dangerous consequences of genital mutilation for the health, physical well-being and dignity of the women concerned, about their right to personal fulfilment and about the customs and traditions that are in contradiction with human rights; 

vii. to introduce sex education classes in schools and all relevant groups to inform young people about the consequences of genital mutilation; 

viii. to make sure that any marriages involving young girls under marriageable age are preceded by interviews between the girls concerned and an administrative or judicial authority to ensure that the girls have given their full consent to such marriages; 

ix. to ratify, as a matter of priority, the relevant international conventions with a view to harmonising legislation on women’s rights, in particular the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and to ensure that they ratify them without reservations. 

Read full Resolution
Back
A03 Housing

REC 1532 (2001): A dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities

15. The Parliamentary Assembly is convinced that appropriate responses to urban youth malaise can only be found through the concerted action of different partners at local and national levels, further assisted by the exchange of experience and guidelines established at European level. 

16. While also recalling the issues raised in Recommendation 1286 (1996) on a European strategy for children and Recommendation 1460 (2000) on setting up a European ombudsman for children, the Parliamentary Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers: 

i. give suitable priority to social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities and instruct the appropriate body to develop guidelines in this policy area on the basis of pan-European information regarding the lives and experiences of children; 

ii. urge the member states of the Council of Europe: 

a. to guarantee, through explicit recognition in their constitutional texts or domestic laws, children’s civil and political rights, as well as their economic, social and cultural rights, as enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; 

b. to ratify all relevant Council of Europe conventions on the rights and protection of the child, in particular the European Convention on the Exercise of Children’s Rights; 

c. to engage in an exchange of experience at European level involving both national and local authorities (European crime prevention network;, European observatory on urban security, etc.); 

d. to develop a dynamic social policy for children and adolescents in towns and cities based on the following elements: 

- measures and programmes which support parents and families in their parenting role;

- welfare and benefit schemes to support parents and families;

- measures and policies based on the partnership and involvement of all sectors : local and national, public and private;

- measures to address the whole range of risks faced by children and adolescents in the social and physical environment in which they live;

- the development, for children who offend, of alternative forms of dispute resolution: alternatives to judicial processes; alternatives to custody; and community-based measures in line with internationally recognised standards for children in the justice system;

- harmonised standards and practices (for example, specialised courts for minors) in all the Council of Europe member states with regard to children who commit, or who are victims of, offences (for example, family violence, sexual abuse);

- promoting the role of formal and non-formal education in preparing children for adulthood and their role in civic and political society, in promoting values of tolerance and respect for others, and in addressing inequalities based on disadvantage and gender;

- assistance in the transition from school to employment, providing children and adolescents with skills necessary for the labour market;

- leisure pursuits (culture, sports, etc.) for children and adolescents;

- programmes and projects which assist children and young people to address the negative effects of social exclusion and marginalisation;

- mechanisms by which policies affecting all areas of social and political life : employment, housing, crime, health, education, etc. can be “child-proofed”;

- the establishment of a national children’s ombudsman for promotion and monitoring of the rights of the child;

- the positive values of the Internet, the World Wide Web and the new information and communications technologies in providing information for children and young people and in providing a mechanism for co-ordination of their activities;

- the participation of children and adolescents in decision making and policy development;

- fostering of the supporting role of extended families and the local community;

- taking into account gender-based issues and family planning;

· measures to improve the situation of street children.

Read full text of Recommendation



Back
A04 Clothing

Not relevant

A05 Education / training

REC 1849 (2008): For the promotion of a culture of democracy and human rights through teacher education

5. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers call on governments and the appropriate authorities of member states to turn to good account the experience and expertise of the Council of Europe in this field. In particular:

5.1. preparing children for life in a democratic society should be recognised as an overall aim of primary and secondary education policies;

5.2. the competences required for promoting the culture of democracy and human rights in the classroom should be introduced in the curriculum for the education of teachers of all subjects;

5.3. a lifelong learning perspective in respect of teacher education should be promoted to help teachers adapt to the needs of rapidly changing democratic societies;

5.4. grassroots initiatives on teacher education in the field of democracy learning should be supported and promoted.

6. The Assembly further recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

6.1. recognise the role of teachers and other educational staff as important actors in promoting the culture of human rights and democracy;

6.2. express its renewed support of the Council of Europe’s “Pestalozzi” programme for education professionals;

6.3. encourage broad dissemination of practical tools on teacher education developed by the Council of Europe in the areas of education for democratic citizenship and human rights; 

6.4. support the development of an appropriate Council of Europe framework policy document on education for democratic citizenship and human rights.

Read full text of Recommendation
Back
REC 1750 (2006): Education for balanced development in school

7. The Assembly expresses deep concern about the health effects of the consumption by young people of alcohol, cigarettes and drugs, and about the increasing violence that affects them. It also refers to its Recommendation 1169 (1991) on education for health and drugs misuse in the member states of the Council of Europe and the European Community. In so far as this problem is also the consequence of educational pressures, it has to be addressed by means of improvements to the education system.

8. In general, a proactive approach should be fostered, in which the following principles are applied:

8.1. only those teaching methods should be used which help to improve children’s health or their balanced development and which take their age and individual particularities into account;

8.2. psychologists, education specialists and doctors should be effectively involved in the development of teaching methods and infrastructures;

8.3. a health culture should be forged through various disciplines, including sex education; 

8.4. high-quality physical and sports education should be provided; 

8.5. healthy food should be served for school meals;

8.6. every child’s health and development should be monitored throughout schooling;

8.7. information on child’s health should be gathered and exchanged among member states.

9. The Assembly believes that a health-education component should be incorporated into training programmes for teachers and other school staff. Parents, pupils, psychologists, doctors and social workers should be regularly kept abreast of developments and co-operation between parents and teachers should be improved. 

10. The Assembly notes that the media and advertising have become a major influence on young people. The media, particularly television, should be more aware of the importance of children’s and young people’s health. The media should be encouraged to promote balanced individual development. 

11. The Assembly considers that healthy living and the balanced development of schoolchildren should be priorities in Council of Europe member states. Accordingly, it recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

11.1. strengthen the WHO European Strategy for Child and Adolescent Health and Development, for example by launching an awareness campaign;

11.2. collect and analyse, in close co-operation with UNICEF, WHO and other interested organisations, basic data on illnesses which may be linked to the school environment and carry out studies on the interdependence of education and health. The findings could then be used by Council of Europe member states to devise national policies;

11.3. consider the possibility of drafting, in close collaboration with other competent international organisations, a European charter to combat youth violence and reinforce existing mechanisms;

11.4. identify, study and promote best practices in health protection in the school environment;

11.5. invite the governments of members states to:

11.5.1. organise initial and in-service teacher training to include the health dimension in teaching;

11.5.2. pay special attention to protecting the health of immigrant children, taking into account their low level of social protection, the language barrier and the need for them to adapt to a new social and geographical environment and climate.

Read full text of Recommendation



Back
REC 1717 (2005): Education for leisure activities

6. Therefore, the Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers draw up guidelines for education for leisure time, including such principles as: 

6.1. education for leisure and the animation of leisure activities and attitudes should include all the stages of life, from early childhood to old age, and should be an element in programmes of formal and informal systems of social influence; 

6.2. the role and objectives of leisure education, as well as the related need for staff training should be pursued in school and in the local community along the lines of the International Charter for Leisure Education, adopted in 1993 by the World Leisure and Recreation Association (WLRA);

6.3. the role of non-governmental organisations should be recognised and encouraged. Potential animateurs should be qualified but this should not act as a deterrent to initiatives by NGOs;

6.4. leisure education programmes should support the implementation of this process in families through properly organised counselling, in special management and in the distribution of appropriate leisure institutions in residential areas;

6.5. leisure education programmes should take into consideration the adult community, which should be offered a wide range of leisure activities, both after work and on non-working days as well as during holidays;

6.6. special attention should be given to programmes and possibilities for leisure activities for particular groups such as the disabled, people who work in difficult conditions or who do monotonous work, housewives, temporary workers and minority groups, the unemployed and the retired;

6.7. care for the quality of life of elderly people should, in addition to other benefits for this age group, be expressed in terms of possibilities for making use of a diversified offer of services that stimulate this age group to pursue activities corresponding to their needs; in pre-retirement, counselling should be encouraged in order to demonstrate the importance of varying activities in old age;

6.8. provision should be made for effective programmes for the training and in-service training of specialists, professionals and voluntary workers to guarantee high quality leisure education.

Read full text of Recommendation
Back
REC 1559 (2002): Training of workers in the use of new technologies

8. Training workers in the use of NICT must be based on a partnership between employers, trade unions and government. Firms must assume their responsibility to invest in training even where the returns are not obvious or immediate. Governments should provide incentives to ensure that companies offer training even to the least stable categories of their workforce and even in skills that are transferable elsewhere. Trade unions should make training provision a priority and focus in particular on access, incentives, course content and timetabling.

9. Therefore, the Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

i. include activities in its work programme designed, in co-ordination with other organisations active in this field, to compare experience and identify “best practice” regarding the training of workers in the use of new technologies and the contribution this can make to social cohesion and to reducing the “digital divide”;

ii. call on the governments of the member states and the European Union:

a. to step up their efforts to support and promote the education and training of workers in the use of the new technologies;

b. to increase investment in basic and high level education and training in NICT;

c. to provide incentives to ensure that companies offer training even to the least stable categories of their workforce, and even in skills that are transferable elsewhere;

d. to fully involve trade unions in the design and implementation of such training programmes, focusing in particular on access, incentives, course content, and timetabling;

e. to seek to increase the share of such programmes implemented outside the formal education and training system.
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REC 1530 (2001): Situation and prospects of young people in rural areas

5. The Assembly considers it urgent to change this state of affairs, otherwise living conditions will become even more difficult for rural populations, in particular young people. The socioeconomic development of European countries in various fields (education, health, communications and transport, etc.), the modernisation of lifestyles in rural areas and the increased appeal of rural areas resulting from the new activities that could be developed there would make it possible to offer better opportunities to young people who live in rural areas and would like to build a future there. 

6. The Assembly therefore recommends that the Committee of Ministers: 

i. instruct the European Youth Centre and the European Steering Committee for Youth to foster activities of relevance to young people in rural areas and in particular: 

a. devise and implement a European strategy reconciling the needs of both youth policy and rural development policy; 

b. take stock of, support and promote member states’ innovatory rural education and training programmes; 

c. encourage studies and comparative research on youth in rural areas; 

ii. invite the governments of member states to: 

a. consult rural youth organisations on the drafting of rural and youth policies, particularly where the setting up and implementation of education and training programmes are concerned; 

b. pay particular attention to the problems of young farmers, making it easier for them to set up in farming, providing training appropriate to their needs, helping to improve the public image of farming and introducing increased tax relief for those acquiring or developing farms; 

c. ensure that educational and training opportunities in rural areas are maintained and developed and that opportunities for further study are not found only in urban areas. Priority must be given to keeping rural primary and secondary schools open; 

d. take steps to develop distance learning in rural areas, promote access to the latest technology and encourage the establishment of businesses in the countryside; 

e. train teachers specialising in educational fields adapted to the needs of rural areas; 

f. introduce a training programme for young managers of small and medium-sized businesses in the countryside; 

g. provide support, including financial support, for the development of rural youth organisations, with particular emphasis on youth organisation programmes and projects to promote rural development; 

h. instruct local authorities in rural areas and their associations to set up pilot development projects (i.e. involving businesspeople in the provision of training and mentoring for the young, setting up youth business centres providing equipment for a given period (seedbeds for rural enterprises) and offering grants to companies that employ young people, etc.); 

i. encourage young people to participate in local political life in rural areas (through consultation, encouragement to participate in decisions concerning them, youth councils, etc.); 

j. encourage job creation in rural areas by means of support programmes for people wishing to retire, making it easier to transmit skills and transfer operations and ownership; 

k. promote new activities and help young people to find alternative employment in the countryside; 

l. encourage the development of communications, transport and new information technologies in rural areas, especially the most remote ones; 

m. promote sustainable agriculture and rural development and encourage local initiatives for a better protection of nature and the environment. 
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A06 Employment / work / activity

RES 1717 (2010): The social impact of the economic crisis

10. In this context, the Assembly refers to and fully endorses the Decent Work Agenda and commitments made by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and its constituents in their 2008 Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalisation, as well as the Global Jobs Pact adopted at the 2009 June session of the International Labour Conference in Geneva. These policies should be based on the following principles and ensure linkages between social progress and economic development:

10.1. devoting priority attention to protecting employment through sustainable businesses, quality public services and providing adequate social protection for all as part of ongoing national and international action to aid recovery and development;

10.2. boosting effective demand and helping maintain wage levels, including via macroeconomic stimulus packages;

10.3. enhancing support to vulnerable women and men hit hard by the crisis, including youth at risk, low-wage, low-skilled, and migrant workers in the informal economy;

10.4. focusing on measures to maintain employment and facilitate transitions from one job to another and to support access to the labour market for the unemployed;

10.5. establishing or strengthening effective public employment services and other labour market institutions;

10.6. increasing equal access and opportunities for skills development, quality training and education;

10.7. avoiding protectionist solutions and the damaging consequences of deflationary wage spirals and worsening working conditions;

10.8. promoting core labour standards and other international labour standards that support economic and employment recovery and reduce gender inequality;

10.9. engaging in social dialogue, such as tripartism and collective bargaining between employers and workers as a constructive process to maximise the impact of crisis responses to the needs of the real economy;

10.10. ensuring that short-term actions are coherent with economic, social and environmental sustainability;

10.11. ensuring synergies between the state and the market and effective and efficient regulation of market economies, including a legal and regulatory environment which enables enterprise creation, sustainable enterprises and promotes employment generation across sectors;

10.12. recognising the contribution of small and medium-sized enterprises and micro-enterprises to job creation, and promoting measures, including access to affordable credit, that would ensure a favourable environment for their development;

10.13. increasing investment in infrastructure, research and development, public services and “green” production and services as important tools for creating jobs and stimulating sustained economic activity.

11. The Assembly considers that sustainable social and health protection systems to assist the vulnerable can prevent increased poverty and address social hardship, while also helping to stabilise the economy and maintain and promote employment. To this end, it encourages the member states of the Council of Europe to give consideration, as appropriate, to the following:

11.1. introducing cash transfer schemes for the poor to meet their immediate needs and to alleviate poverty;

11.2. building adequate social protection for all, drawing on basic social protection measures including: access to health care, income security for the elderly and persons with disabilities, child benefits and income security, combined with public employment guarantee schemes for the unemployed and working poor;

11.3. extending the duration and coverage of unemployment benefits, which should go hand in hand with relevant measures to create adequate work incentives recognising the current realities of national labour markets;

11.4. ensuring that the long-term unemployed stay connected to the labour market through, for example, skills development for employability;

11.5. providing minimum benefit guarantees in countries where pension or health funds may no longer be sufficiently funded to ensure that workers are adequately protected, and considering how to better protect workers’ savings in future scheme design;

11.6. providing adequate coverage for temporary and casual workers.

12. The above agenda closely interacts with other dimensions of globalisation and requires policy coherence and international co-ordination. The Assembly considers that international co-operation is particularly important on the following issues:

12.1. building a stronger, more globally consistent, supervisory and regulatory framework for the financial sector, so that it serves the real economy, promotes sustainable enterprises and decent work and better protects savings and pensions;

12.2. promoting efficient and well-regulated trade and markets that benefit all, and avoiding national protectionism. Varying development levels of countries must be taken into account in lifting barriers to domestic and foreign markets;

12.3 shifting to a low-carbon, environment-friendly economy that helps accelerate employment recovery, reduce social gaps and support development goals in the process.

13. The Assembly notes that in almost all areas of reform, the revised European Social Charter (ETS No. 163) contains norms which are recognised by most member states, yet both the public and political decision makers are insufficiently aware of its content. The rights it enshrines must be publicised more widely, and feed into the process of creating a social Europe. The Assembly accordingly calls on member states to ensure that the European Social Charter’s relevant key elements are incorporated in national reforms, so that they can become a reference for European social policy.

14. Finally, the Assembly underlines the importance of strengthening dialogue between the various international organisations, in particular with the ILO and the World Health Organization (WHO). It encourages greater involvement of the social partners, which would enable the Council of Europe to raise its political profile and play a specific role in the area of social rights.

Read full text of Resolution
Back
REC 1769 (2006): The need to reconcile work and family life

7. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers assess the implementation of its Recommendation No. R (96) 5 and identify specific legal measures which member states or firms have taken or can take to truly promote the reconciliation of work and family life, bearing in mind the need to promote equal opportunities for both sexes.

8. Moreover, the Assembly invites the Committee of Ministers to address a recommendation to the member states asking them:

8.1. to fully implement Recommendation No. R (96) 5 on reconciling work and family life;

8.2. to endeavour to reach the goals set in the European Union’s Lisbon Strategy (child-minding facilities for at least 33% of children under 3 and 90% of children from the age of 3 to the age of compulsory schooling), also in non-European Union member states, and institute a dialogue between national governments, local and regional authorities and social partners on how best to reach these goals; 

8.3. to take measures making it easier to reconcile work and family life which target women and men, including: 

8.3.1. guaranteeing equal wages for women and men, thus ensuring that financial decisions do not necessarily disadvantage women workers;

8.3.2. identifying the need for child-minding facilities and determining the number of dependant persons, so that suitable structures can be provided and their effectiveness assessed;

8.3.3. initiating dialogue with workers and employers, local and regional authorities and the private sector to consider the main emphases in measures aimed at making it easier to reconcile work and family life and preserve the employability of persons using these measures;

8.3.4. fostering the introduction of working conditions which are flexible and freely accepted by workers, while ensuring that workers who make use of them have equal access to promotions, bonuses, pensions, etc.;

8.3.5. providing adequate remuneration/compensation during maternity leave;

8.3.6. introducing, if they have not yet done so, paid paternity leave and encouraging men to take it;

8.3.7. alleviating the social costs generated by motherhood and by measures which are favourable to parenthood, to ensure that firms taking on future parents are not penalised;

8.3.8. introducing paid, socially-covered parental leave, which may be used flexibly by the father and mother, taking special care to ensure that men are actually able to use it;

8.3.9. introducing a system of pension entitlement which takes account of periods of non-employment spent looking after young children or dependant persons;

8.3.10. setting up accessible and flexible care and support structures for young children and elderly dependant persons, especially for single-parent families;

8.3.11. guaranteeing a place in day nurseries for children whose parents wish to place them there;

8.3.12. in order to attract professional staff, making jobs in the care sector attractive, thereby ensuring high-quality care for all children and dependant elderly persons;

8.3.13. encouraging private and public employers to take account of their employees’ family obligations, to adopt measures making it easier to reconcile work and family life and to facilitate the establishment of “firm-based day nurseries”, rewarding the most deserving with certificates or quality labels;

8.4. to sign and, if they have not already done so, to ratify the revised European Social Charter (ETS No. 163), and particularly Article 27 on the right of workers with family responsibilities to equal opportunities and treatment, and implement the Charter provisions.
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A07 Cultural / leisure / sports activities

REC 1687 (2004): Combating terrorism through culture

12. The Assembly therefore recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

i. include relevant provisions on the role of culture in a future comprehensive Council of Europe convention against terrorism, as already recommended by the Assembly;

ii. ensure co-ordinated action between the Council of Europe bodies involved in the fight against terrorism and in culture;

iii. organise a European conference on combating terrorism through culture with the involvement of other European and international bodies;

iv. make intercultural and interreligious dialogue and conflict prevention one of the main areas of activity of the Council of Europe and provide for this in the action plan and in the final declaration to be adopted by the 3rd Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe;

v. develop, or further strengthen, projects aimed at:

a. encouraging reflection and research on terrorism and culture, in order to understand better and monitor the causes and development of terrorism;

b. developing educational programmes aimed at promoting better knowledge of different cultures and religions, ensuring that this extends beyond the European dimension;

c. continuing its work on history teaching and the revision of school books, extending it to the countries neighbouring Europe, in order to reduce prejudice and stereotypes and remove incitements to terrorism;

d. encouraging discussion on terrorism among the younger generation; supporting international youth work as a way of giving concrete expression to intercultural dialogue; further developing youth projects on conflict prevention and the promotion of a culture of peace;

e. developing human rights education and education for citizenship, thereby creating better understanding of human rights and of the ways of protecting them;

f. ensuring that states, in their policy towards the media and the Internet, strike the right balance between protection of human rights and the fight against terrorism; 

g. guaranteeing in all member states an appropriate legal and political framework for free expression and true representation of all opinions, political views, religious beliefs and cultural minorities;

h. developing intercommunal cultural activities as a way of relieving tension between communities;

i. promoting understanding and tolerance by encouraging the distribution of cultural and audiovisual works from other parts of the world and supporting mobility and exchanges of artists, performers, scholars and scientists;

vi. design cultural projects targeting specific critical areas of tension and potential terrorism in Europe;

vii. support and actively contribute to the creation of international instruments on cultural diversity, co-operation and dialogue;

viii. enhance dialogue and cultural co-operation between European and neighbouring countries, along the lines of Assembly Resolution 1313 (2003) and Recommendation 1590 (2003) on cultural co-operation between Europe and the south Mediterranean countries.
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REC 1688 (2004): Diaspora cultures

7. The Assembly therefore recommends that the Committee of Ministers call on governments and the appropriate authorities of member states to:

i. recognise the existence of diaspora cultures as an integral part of modern European culture and civilisation and diaspora communities as an integral part both of the society of their country of origin and of their country of settlement;

ii. seek to improve the cultural relations between diaspora communities, their state of origin and their state of settlement, through the examination of the representation of diaspora cultures in culture and society and through the examination of governmental policies towards diaspora cultures;

iii. engage in active dialogue with diaspora communities in order to understand and accommodate their specific cultural, linguistic and educational needs; 

iv. facilitate relationships between the diaspora communities within and between countries of settlement, in order to increase cultural exchange and awareness between such individual communities (for example via satellite broadcasting, printed material, museum exhibitions or cultural exchange programmes);

v. utilise opportunities for additional exchange, for example the use of diplomatic structures (embassies, consulates), local government and public sector infrastructures and effective use of the private sector;

vi. promote greater awareness of diaspora cultures in modern European society, through education, media and culture, targeting all individuals within member states, and covering all aspects of diaspora cultures, including developments following recent terrorist and nationalistic events.

8. The Assembly further recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

i. recognise the role of the Council of Europe in fostering the relationships between the various cultural components of the diaspora network: the diaspora cultures, the diaspora communities, the countries of origin (real or perceived) and the countries of settlement;

ii. examine the Council of Europe’s role as a potential cultural “intermediary” within such a network and with a view to identifying means of encouraging interaction in the cultural field between countries of origin, host countries and diaspora communities;

iii. endeavour to ensure that all diasporas within the scope of the Council of Europe enjoy the same conditions of freedom and tolerance and are treated in accordance with such conventions as the European Convention on Human Rights, the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages;

iv. promote the role of governmental and non-governmental organisations in the protection and study of diaspora cultures;

v. explore new technological avenues for assisting and developing further the cultural links between diaspora communities with regard to the protection and promotion of diaspora cultures.

Read full text of Recommendation
Back
A08 Purchasing power

RES 1541 (2007): The role of ethical and solidarity-based financing and responsible consumption in social cohesion

7. Considering the proven capacity of the ethical and solidarity-based financial initiatives in some Council of Europe member states to create new workplaces and, as a consequence, to increase social cohesion, the Parliamentary Assembly encourages member states to: 

7.1. recognise the authentic necessity to implement an ethical and solidarity-based finance programme in the South-East European countries and to increase exchanges on good practices between countries and regions; 

7.2. introduce and promote social and environmental criteria in financial products (for instance, in pension funds); 

7.3. further the implementation of microcredit initiatives for vulnerable social groups; 

7.4. promote the Council of Europe’s European dialogue platform on ethical and solidarity initiatives.
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A09 Personal services

Not relevant

A10 Mobility

REC 1686 (2004): Human mobility and the right to family reunion

12. Consequently, the Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

i. increase its monitoring of compliance by member states with international legal instruments regarding family reunion, particularly compliance with the European Convention on Human Rights and the relevant recommendations of the Committee of Ministers in this field;

ii. draw up proposals for the harmonisation and implementation of family reunion policies in member states and lay down a common definition of the family unit and rules regarding specific circumstances based on the recommendations set out in sub-paragraph 12.iii;

iii. address, in the meantime, a recommendation to member states, urging them:

a. to apply, where possible and appropriate, a broad interpretation of the concept of family and include in particular in that definition members of the natural family, non-married partners, including same-sex partners, children born out of wedlock, children in joint custody, dependent adult children and dependent parents;

b. to grant the right to family reunion to persons benefiting from subsidiary protection;

c. to lay down that reasons must be given for any refusal to grant an application for family reunion and ensure that such a decision can be appealed before an independent body;

d. to impose less strict conditions for applicants in respect of financial guarantees, health insurance and housing and, in particular, to avoid any discrimination against women migrants and refugees which could result from their imposition;

e. to make administrative procedures as straightforward and transparent as possible and to harmonise at European level waiting periods, limiting them to a maximum of twelve months, and not to consider as grounds for rejecting the application the failure to provide certain documents that are not instrumental in the fulfilment of the conditions for family reunification;

f. to consider applications in a positive and humane spirit, providing necessary support for all vulnerable groups and applying appropriate assistance measures to refugees in the light of any economic difficulties they may be experiencing;

g. to facilitate family reunion, referring to Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1596 (2003) on the situation of young migrants in Europe, before the completion of the sometimes very lengthy procedure for determining refugee status, in exceptional cases and for humanitarian reasons;

h. not to return, in conformity with the case-law of the European Court of Human Rights and referring to Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights, illegal immigrants or asylum seekers whose application has been rejected if such a move could threaten the unity of their family, but rather to seek to solve the problem by bringing their situation into conformity with the law for humanitarian reasons;

i. not to return lawfully resident migrants and refugees to their countries of origin after they have served sentences for criminal behaviour, provided their main family ties are in the host country, and not to reject applications for family reunion solely on the grounds that the applicant (be it the “sponsor” or the “sponsored”) has a criminal record;

j. to grant members of a reunited family legal status enabling them to integrate fully into the host society and to encourage the issuing of an autonomous residence permit to the spouse, non-married partner and children who reach the age of majority in order to afford them protection in the event of deportation, divorce, separation or the death of the principal right-holder;

k. to ensure that cases of abusive relationships within reunited families are detected and dealt with in a fair and humane manner, and that, in particular, women who are victims of domestic violence or forced marriage are not sent back to their countries of origin against their will;

l. to authorise members of the family of a non-national living lawfully in a member state to work in an employed or a self-employed capacity as soon as they are issued with a residence permit;

m. to introduce special programmes for the integration of families that have been reunited.
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B - Living environment

B01 Cleanliness / pollution / noise

RES 1655 (2009): Environmentally induced migration and displacement: a 21st century challenge

24. In the light of the above, the Assembly calls upon its member states to:

24.1. support the adoption of a clearly defined and inclusive working definition that covers all forms of movement, from voluntary to forced, and includes the full range of human mobility caused by environmental factors to be applied by state institutions and humanitarian organisations involved in the assistance to and effective protection of those concerned; this definition should be consistent with international and regional standards and recognise the different protection needs and rights of those affected;

24.2. take adequate measures to reduce the vulnerability of developing countries to the impacts of environmental disasters and manage the evolution of environmental processes;

24.3. undertake a comprehensive study, including primary data collection, and develop policies assessing the complex interaction of environmental change, migration, displacement and conflict;

24.4. contribute, through active participation in the work of the international organisations dealing with this issue, to the investigation of existing gaps in law and protection mechanisms with a view to the eventual elaboration of a new international convention providing internationally assured protection to people displaced because of environmental degradation and natural and man-made disasters when return is impossible;

24.5. pre-empt the work at international level by elaborating national legislation that would recognise environmental migrants and their protection needs not only through the principle of non-refoulement under Articles 2 and 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ETS No. 5), but also through subsidiary protection, for example granting them a status of temporary humanitarian resident or a permanent status in case of impossibility of return;

24.6. promote multidisciplinary research involving climate science, geography, migration, development and energy studies, disaster studies, environmental studies, social cohesion and health with a view to improved understanding and recognition of the links between the movement of people and environmental factors;

24.7. promote policy coherence at national and international levels among migration, development and humanitarian policies and adaptation policies to climate change, including by supporting the inclusion of migration and displacement consequences of climate change in the successor agreement to the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC);

24.8. take into account a gender perspective when elaborating national and international policies and protection frameworks on environmentally induced migration.

25. The Assembly further calls upon the European Union to take the above into consideration when elaborating its comprehensive immigration policy strategy. This strategy is needed at European, regional, national and local levels. It should improve risk anticipation and management and disaster response, offer adequate protection to the victims of climate and environmental disruptions and provide instruments for compensation and resettlement. It should also encourage awareness raising for the populations and authorities concerned.

26. In particular, the Assembly encourages the European Union to use the ongoing amendment process outlined in its Policy Plan on Asylum for better addressing the protection gap in cross-border environmental displacement. Finnish and Swedish legislation and case law should be examined to see whether they could serve as examples of best practice or even models for a new sub-paragraph explicitly recognising cross-border environmentally displaced persons in Europe.

27. The Assembly further calls upon the European Union to create an appropriate system of funding, at European level, to support prevention and adaptation strategies, development and migration management projects, as well as improved humanitarian response.

28. The Assembly is convinced that the time to address the dangerous degradation of the environment, including climate change, is now. Action for this must be co-ordinated and swift: policy makers, the scientific community, civil society and other actors – at both national and international levels – must seek common solutions for those people who are currently, or who may soon be, forced to migrate in order to seek safe and sustainable existences.
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REC 1862 (2009): Environmentally induced migration and displacement: a 21st century challenge

6. Consequently, the Assembly invites the Committee of Ministers to:

6.1. launch a dialogue among its member states with a view to promoting understanding of the existence and scale of the problems related to environmentally induced migration and encouraging concerted action. This action should aim at either improving the existing international protection framework or complementing it with new binding instruments, and prioritise the challenges of prevention, adaptation and development as integral elements of any international response;

6.2. set up a working group, in co-operation with other European institutions, to carry out a comprehensive legal study on the gaps in existing international law and normative regulations with a view to an eventual elaboration of a European framework convention for the recognition of the status of environmental migrants, should this be deemed necessary;

6.3. consider adding a new protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights (ETS No. 5), concerning the right to a healthy and safe environment; such a protocol would introduce the precautionary principle into the Convention and would reflect the way the concept of “human rights” has evolved since the Convention was drafted;

6.4. continue to urge member states to incorporate the United Nations Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement and the 13 principles elaborated in Recommendation Rec(2006)6 of the Committee of Ministers in their national legislation;

6.5. encourage the United Nations and its other relevant partners to seek avenues for extending the Guiding Principles to include people displaced by gradual environmental degradation, and to consider developing similar guiding principles or guidelines to cover the rights of those moving across international borders for compelling environmental reasons (“external displacement”);

6.6. avail its expertise on legal, environment and migration issues to the United Nations Inter-Agency Standing Committee working group or any other international co-operation body whose purpose is to set standards for the protection of environmental migrants; 

6.7. adopt a recommendation calling on member states to develop, as part of their spatial planning policies, a common European approach to preventing and managing extreme climate events as the main cause of environmental migration;

6.8. encourage dialogue between environmental, migration and demographic research centres in Council of Europe member states to widen and deepen the understanding of root causes of environmentally induced migration;

6.9. give priority to the actions of the Council of Europe Development Bank that contribute to protecting and improving the environment. Projects that provide appropriate responses to urgent needs and to sustainable preventive action on environmental deterioration with a long-term perspective should be particularly supported;

6.10. support, in co-operation with international and financial institutions, the development of programmes to help the public adapt to the inevitable effects of climate change so as to reduce migration flows resulting from environmental factors.
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REC 1614 (2003): Environment and human rights

9. The Assembly recommends that the governments of member states:

i. ensure appropriate protection of the life, health, family and private life, physical integrity and private property of persons in accordance with Articles 2, 3 and 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights and by Article 1 of its Additional Protocol, by also taking particular account of the need for environmental protection;

ii. recognise a human right to a healthy, viable and decent environment which  includes the objective obligation for states to protect the environment, in national laws, preferably at constitutional level;

iii. safeguard the individual procedural rights to access to information, public participation in decision making and access to justice in environmental matters set out in the Aarhus Convention;

iv. harmonise their legislation on environmental protection and safety.

10. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

i. draw up an additional protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights concerning the recognition of individual procedural rights intended to enhance environmental protection, as set out in the Aarhus Convention;

ii. draw up, as an interim measure in preparation for the drafting of an additional protocol, a recommendation to member states setting out the ways in which the European Convention on Human Rights provides individual protection against environmental degradation, proposing the adoption at national level of an individual right to participation in environmental decision making, and indicating a preference, in cases concerning the environment, for a broad interpretation of the right to an effective remedy guaranteed under Article 13;

iii. provide for Parliamentary Assembly representation in the group of experts or on the intergovernmental committee entrusted by the Committee of Ministers with responsibility for drafting these texts.
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B02 Basic infrastructure

REC 1494 (2001): Technological strategies for the reconstruction and economic development of Southeastern Europe

17. The Assembly reaffirms its support for the Stability Pact, which it welcomes and considers as the proper framework for increased regional co-operation and international support for the implementation of technological strategies for the economic reconstruction and development of Southeastern Europe. It recommends that the Committee of Ministers support the swift, effective implementation of Stability Pact projects geared, in particular, to:  

i. technological reconstruction of transport infrastructure, in particular:  

a. urgent removal of the debris of destroyed bridges and the resumption of international navigation on the Danube, in view of the river’s importance as a pan-European transport and regional co-operation route;  

b. building of pan-European corridors (Tina) to a standard comparable to the European Union’s transport network (Ten), stressing the intermodal approach to transport and the connections needed to bind Southeastern Europe to the rest of the continent;  

c. renewal of airports, river and sea ports and related installations in the region;  

d. technological development of road, rail, river and marine transport facilities to make them competitive and guarantee optimum exploitation of transport systems;  

ii. technological renewal of the energy sector, in particular:  

a. application of new technologies to electricity generation, to increase productivity and reduce energy costs;  

b. creation of a Southeast European Energy Community, based on a common approach to energy security and the development of renewable energy resources;  

c. encouragement of investment in and transfers of modern energy technologies in the countries of Southeastern Europe, to boost energy efficiency and reduce their energy consumption and dependence.  

18. The Assembly is aware that the new information and communication technologies can provide Southeastern Europe with very powerful new tools of technological and industrial development and, considering that co-operation in this field between the countries of the region and the European Union is quite insufficient, recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the European Union’s member states to help the countries of Southeastern Europe:  

i. rapidly to develop the digital information and telecommunications technology sector, in order to establish a proper information technology framework, and in particular:  

a. mobile telecommunications networks;  

b. Internet networks;  

c. e-commerce;  

ii. to set up an intra-regional network of cutting-edge technology transfer centres;  

iii. to establish and develop SMEs producing computer hardware and software;  

iv. to build science and technology parks in place of the old state research centres, which were generally out of touch with industry, taking into account the pan-European value of the scientific potential of the countries in the region.  

19. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the countries of Southeastern Europe to take urgent steps in the education and research field to create a propitious environment for technological strategies and, in particular:  

i. to improve the interaction between university research and industrial technology of immediate benefit to technological development;  

ii. to encourage participation by universities in the projects of the European Commission’s 5th Framework Programme for research and development (R&D);  

iii. to set up and subsidise national research centres, organised into an intra-regional network on new information and communication technologies;  

iv. to provide teaching establishments with the equipment needed to use the new information and communication technologies, including data networks;  

v. to enhance and make better use of their intellectual assets and motivate people to pursue careers in the new technologies;  

vi. to encourage young people to study the new technologies in order to guarantee the continuity of technological strategy implementation in the region.  

20. The Assembly, recalling its Recommendation 1457 (2000) on new technologies in small and medium-size enterprises (SMEs), believes that SMEs play a very important part in technology transfer in Southeastern Europe and recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite the member states in the region:  

i. to encourage the creation of SMEs by experts who are aware of the need to introduce and make use of new technologies in the region;  

ii. to facilitate the construction of science and technology parks based on SMEs to foster innovation and the development of new technologies.  

21. The Assembly is aware that the efforts of the countries of the region to modernise their technologies with the help of the international community could bear fruit if intra-regional and cross-border economic co-operation was extended and intensified. In this respect, the Assembly asks the European Union and the World Bank, which are responsible for setting the Stability Pact projects in motion, to give priority to regional projects involving at least two countries of Southeastern Europe.  

22. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers invite international organisations such as Unesco, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE), the Southeast European Co-operative Initiative (Seci), etc., to strengthen co-operation with the countries of Southeastern Europe, based on projects which contribute to the region’s technological strategies.  
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B03-B08

Not relevant

C - Relations with institutions

C01 Fundamental rights / freedom of expression

REC 1897 (2010): Respect for media freedom

11. The Assembly therefore recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

11.1. review national legislation and practice to ensure that anti-terrorism measures fully respect media freedom in accordance with Recommendation 1706 (2005) on media and terrorism; 

11.2. assist member states in training their judges, law enforcement authorities and police in respecting media freedom, in particular as regards protection of journalists and media against violent threats; 

11.3. give its full support to the mechanism proposed by the Steering Committee on the Media and New Communication Services for promoting compliance with Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights and other Council of Europe standards on media freedom; 

11.4. call on the governments of all member states, and in particular those of Azerbaijan, the Russian Federation and Turkey, to revise their defamation and insult laws and their practical application in accordance with Assembly Resolution 1577 (2007); 

11.5. call on the governments of all member states, and in particular of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Moldova, the Russian Federation and Ukraine as well as Belarus, to ensure fair and equal access of all political parties and candidates to the media before elections and pay particular attention to this issue when assessing future elections; 

11.6. call on the Government of the Russian Federation to ensure that the high number of murders of critical journalists are investigated and brought to justice; 

11.7. call on the Government of Armenia to revise their legislation on the allocation of broadcasting licences, which was passed as a countermeasure to the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights in the case of Meltex Ltd and Mesrop Movsesyan v. Armenia of 17 June 2008. 

12. Referring to its Resolution 1636 (2008) on indicators for media in a democracy and on the basic principles for assessing media freedom, the Assembly asks the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to allocate the resources necessary to:

12.1. collate information on a continuing basis from media freedom organisations including the International Federation of Journalists, the Association of European Journalists, the European Newspaper Publishers Association, Article 19, the International Press Institute, and Reporters Without Borders, identifying violations of media freedom;

12.2. analyse this information on a systematic basis, country by country, using the indicators for media freedom set out in Resolution 1636 (2008);

12.3. make such information publicly available in electronic form on the website of the Council of Europe, as well as in print form;

12.4. issue electronic and print reports on this information and analysis to the governments and parliaments of member states and to the media, at least every three months, highlighting the important events of the most recent period in each country and requiring remedy when necessary.

13. Referring to its Resolution 1387 (2004) on monopolisation of the electronic media and possible abuse of power in Italy, and taking into account the very fast development of the Italian audiovisual market from 2004 to the present day, the Assembly asks the European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission) to prepare an opinion on whether, and to what extent, legislation in Italy has been adapted to take account of its Opinion on the compatibility of the laws “Gasparri” and “Frattini” of Italy with Council of Europe standards in the field of freedom of expression and pluralism of the media, adopted by the Venice Commission at its 63rd Plenary Session (Venice, 10-11 June 2005).

14. The Assembly notes with concern the official warning addressed by the Justice Ministry of Belarus on 13 January 2010 to the Belarusian Association of Journalists, challenging the association’s internationally recognised work in the interests of journalists, media and media freedom. Recalling its Resolution 1372 (2004) on the persecution of the press in the Republic of Belarus, the Assembly reaffirms that media freedom is an essential condition for democracy and a requirement for membership with the Council of Europe. The Assembly calls on the authorities in Belarus not to abuse arbitral administrative regulations to restrict unduly the rights to freedom of expression and freedom of association under Articles 19 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Articles 10 and 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights. As Belarus is an associate member of the Venice Commission, the Assembly furthermore asks the Venice Commission to analyse the compatibility of such a warning by the Justice Ministry of Belarus with universal human rights standards.

15. The Assembly invites the parties to the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO) Partial Agreement to emphasise in their work the importance of media freedom and the role of investigative journalism in combating corruption and to ask the European Union to accede to GRECO. 

16. The Assembly invites the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights as well as national human rights institutions in member states to co-operate with the Council of Europe in assisting governments, courts and media organisations with their pursuit of remedies for serious violations of media freedom.

17. For the purposes of the publication proposed in paragraph 12 above, the Assembly invites the International Federation of Journalists, the Association of European Journalists, the European Newspaper Publishers Association, Article 19, the International Press Institute, Reporters Without Borders and other media freedom organisations to continue to provide regular information to the Assembly and the rapporteur on media freedom of the Committee on Culture, Science and Education on serious violations of media freedom in Europe which may require interparliamentary attention and follow-up. 

Read full text of Recommendation
Back
RES 1577 (2007): Towards decriminalisation of defamation

17. The Assembly accordingly calls on the member states to:

17.1. abolish prison sentences for defamation without delay;

17.2. guarantee that there is no misuse of criminal prosecutions for defamation and safeguard the independence of prosecutors in these cases;

17.3. define the concept of defamation more precisely in their legislation so as to avoid an arbitrary application of the law and to ensure that civil law provides effective protection of the dignity of persons affected by defamation;

17.4. in accordance with General Policy Recommendation No. 7 of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), make it a criminal offence to publicly incite to violence, hatred or discrimination, or to threaten an individual or group of persons, for reasons of race, colour, language, religion, nationality or national or ethnic origin where those acts are deliberate;

17.5. make only incitement to violence, hate speech and promotion of negationism punishable by imprisonment;

17.6. remove from their defamation legislation any increased protection for public figures, in accordance with the Court’s case law, and in particular calls on:

17.6.1. Turkey to amend Article 125.3 of its Criminal Code accordingly;

17.6.2. France to revise its law of 29 July 1881 in the light of the Court’s case law;

17.7. ensure that under their legislation persons pursued for defamation have appropriate means of defending themselves, in particular means based on establishing the truth of their assertions and on the general interest, and calls in particular on France to amend or repeal Article 35 of its law of 29 July 1881 which provides for unjustified exceptions preventing the defendant from establishing the truth of the alleged defamation;

17.8. set reasonable and proportionate maxima for awards for damages and interest in defamation cases so that the viability of a defendant media organ is not placed at risk;

17.9. provide appropriate legal guarantees against awards for damages and interest that are disproportionate to the actual injury;

17.10. bring their laws into line with the case law of the Court as regards the protection of journalists’ sources.

18. The Assembly calls on journalists’ professional organisations to draw up codes of journalistic ethics if they have not already done so.

19. Furthermore, it welcomes the moves by the Turkish authorities to amend Article 301 of the Turkish Criminal Code concerning “denigration of Turkishness” and strongly encourages these authorities to pursue that course of action without delay.
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REC 1814 (2007): Towards decriminalisation of defamation

1. The Parliamentary Assembly, referring to its Resolution 1577 (2007) entitled “Towards decriminalisation of defamation”, calls on the Committee of Ministers to urge all member states to review their defamation laws and, where necessary, make amendments in order to bring them into line with the case law of the European Court of Human Rights, with a view to removing any risk of abuse or unjustified prosecutions;

2. The Assembly urges the Committee of Ministers to instruct the competent intergovernmental committee, the Steering Committee on the Media and New Communication Services (CDMC) to prepare, following its considerable amount of work on this question and in the light of the Court’s case law, a draft recommendation to member states laying down detailed rules on defamation with a view to eradicating abusive recourse to criminal proceedings.

3. In addition, bearing in mind the considerable work done on hate speech by the Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH), particularly its Committee of Experts for the Development of Human Rights (DH-DEV), the Assembly suggests to the Committee of Ministers that it instruct the CDMC and the CDDH to revise its Recommendation No. R (97) 20 on “hate speech” or to prepare guidelines taking into account new developments on this subject, notably as regards the European Court of Human Rights’ case law. 

Read full text of Recommendation
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C02 Recognition

Not relevant
C03 Consultancy / democracy

RES 1653 (2009): Electronic democracy
19. The Assembly calls on all stakeholders to take into account and translate into specific action the conclusions of the Council of Europe Forum for the Future of Democracy, devoted to e-democracy, which was held in Madrid from 15 to 17 October 2008.

20. Furthermore, the Assembly calls on:

20.1. national parliaments and their members to make full use of the opportunities offered by ICTs with a view to improving the quality of representative democracy and in particular to:

20.1.1. develop a political vision for the application of ICTs in the political process, and consider the introduction of relevant legislation, particularly with regard to the rights of citizens to launch new legislation or modify existing laws;

20.1.2. set up ad hoc committees responsible for preparing annual reports for the parliament on the current status of e-inclusion and e-democracy;

20.1.3. review national legislation with a view to introducing legal standards for using e-tools in the political process, and to eliminating the risks of their misuse, both technical and political, notably as regards human rights and security issues, including data protection and the security of documents, voting, networking and information;

20.1.4. develop a vision for innovation and the application of ICTs within the parliamentary setting, initiate strategic planning and ensure its effective management;

20.1.5. provide citizens with the possibility of following the work of parliament and its members, allowing for maximum transparency;

20.1.6. improve their institutions’ ability to interact with citizens and to encourage dialogue between citizens and their elected representatives;

20.1.7. develop and establish good practices as regards the active participation of citizens in the political process, including e-consultation;

20.1.8. actively seek links with, and promote, social networking activities with a view to building on the ideas about e-democracy developed within civil society;

20.1.9. continue and, where appropriate, reinforce their contribution to enhanced inter-parliamentary co-operation by electronic means, including in the framework of the Global Centre for Information and Communication Technologies in Parliament under the aegis of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and to promote the adoption of internationally recognised data standards for sharing legislative information;

20.1.10. ensure adequate financial resources for the implementation of the above recommendations, as well as training in the use of e-tools for politicians and staff;

20.2. national authorities at all levels to make full use of the opportunities offered by ICTs with a view to improving communication between public institutions and citizens, and increasing the empowerment of the latter, and in particular to: 

20.2.1. develop a coherent vision for the application of ICTs in contacts with citizens aimed at providing them with adequate information and ensuring interaction;

20.2.2. introduce a regulatory framework for this vision;

20.2.3. involve citizens in the decision-making process through systematic consultation and develop good practices;

20.2.4. develop contacts with civil society with a view to making full use of their initiatives and ideas in the field of e-democracy;

20.2.5. undertake educational initiatives in society aimed at eliminating discrepancies in the access to and use of ICT tools between different categories of population;

20.2.6. ensure adequate financing for the development of e-democracy and training for staff involved;

20.3. the Secretary General of the Council of Europe and the Secretary General of the Assembly to:

20.3.1. ensure that the question of e-democracy and related issues are given appropriate attention in the work of the Council of Europe and the Assembly, and that the Organisation plays a leading role in promoting e-democracy in Europe by elaborating guidelines, setting standards and proposing solutions for regulatory mechanisms and harmonisation in its member states;

20.3.2. make full use of ICTs in the work of the Organisation and to ensure adequate financial resources to this end; 

20.3.3. set up training and co-operation programmes, including at the parliamentary level, aimed at promoting e-democracy and developing skills to make full use of it;

20.3.4. set up a website that collects the best practices and related documents and have them translated into member states' languages;

20.3.5. support independent research to publish a yearly review about e-democracy;

20.3.6. with the co-operation of information technology companies, set up a competency centre for e-democracy to publish the results of research and developments of worldwide innovative solutions on e-government, e-inclusion and e-democracy;

20.3.7. start a campaign to disseminate the ideas of e-democracy and organise a conference to share the best practices of worldwide solutions.

21. The Assembly invites the Bureau to ask the competent Assembly committee to examine if the application of further ICT instruments for the Assembly requires the adaptation of the Rules of Procedure.

22. The Assembly resolves to follow the question of e-democracy and to promote it at the parliamentary level in Council of Europe member states. To this end the Assembly decides to organise a round table on the development of e-parliaments in Europe.
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C03 Consultation / Democracy

REC 1860 (2009): Electronic democracy

1. The Parliamentary Assembly refers to its Resolution 1653 (2009) on electronic democracy. It also recalls its previous resolutions and recommendations addressing the question of democracy.

2. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers call on member states to give appropriate follow-up to the issues raised in Resolution 1653 (2009) and to take the necessary steps to make full use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) for the further promotion of e-democracy.

3. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers, taking advantage of its unique position as a forum for pan-European co-operation, undertake the following actions: 

3.1. adopt without delay the draft recommendation on e-democracy submitted by the Ad hoc Committee on E-democracy (CAHDE);

3.2. initiate further reflection and work on the regulatory framework and specific regulations in the field of e-democracy at the pan-European level;

3.3. promote the introduction of e-democracy as complementary to and interlinked with traditional processes of representative democracy in member states;

3.4. support civil society initiatives in this field;

3.5. set up co-operation training and programmes on the use of ICTs in the democratic process;

3.6. compare practical experience in member states with electronic tools for public participation such as e-consultation and participatory budgeting.

4. Moreover, the Assembly calls on the Committee of Ministers to provide the necessary resources to implement the above recommendations.
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RES 1617 (2008): The state of democracy in Europe Specific challenges facing European democracies: the case of diversity and migration

17. With a view to improving the inclusiveness of the democratic process and the quality of democracy, the Assembly calls on the Council of Europe member states to:

17.1. as regards access to citizenship:

17.1.1. facilitate access to citizenship;

17.1.2. consider, when appropriate, removing restrictions on dual citizenship where such restrictions exist in national legislation, except in cases of possible misuse of dual citizenship by those charged with war crimes in order to escape justice;

17.1.3. in cases where dual citizenship is not possible, consider removing restrictions placed on citizens who renounce their citizenship where such restrictions exist in national legislation;

17.1.4. sign and/or ratify the European Convention on Nationality (ETS No. 166) if they have not already done so;

17.1.5. consider giving migrant women a legal status independent of that of their spouse;

17.2. as regards voting rights, consider granting the right to vote and to stand in elections at local and regional level, at least to citizens of Council of Europe member states who are lawful residents in the country as the first step before granting such rights to all lawful resident foreigners, irrespective of their country of origin;

17.3. as regards other political rights:

17.3.1. consider removing restrictions on the exercise of individual freedoms of migrants who are lawful foreign residents concerning, in particular, the freedom of association, and other restrictions even in cases where they may be in conformity with Article 16 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ETS No. 5), where such restrictions exist in national legislation;

17.3.2. consider supporting the deletion from the European Convention on Human Rights of Article 16 allowing restrictions on the peaceful political activity of foreigners;

17.3.3. sign and/or ratify the Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level (ETS No. 144) if they have not already done so;

17.4. as regards registration of migrants:

17.4.1. ensure that there are no impediments placed on applications for the registration of migrants and for long-term residence status, where applicable;

17.4.2. contribute to the establishment, at European level, of a harmonised system of collection of statistical data on migrants, including gender-disaggregated data.

18. The Assembly calls on the member states of the European Union to reconsider and address the differential treatment of third-country immigrants in comparison to immigrants from other European Union countries as regards the exercise of political rights.

19. The Assembly encourages the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe to pursue its activities in the field of participation of foreigners in local and regional democracy and to examine the question of their effective political participation, including their representation at local and regional levels of power.

20. The Assembly invites the relevant committees of national parliaments to examine the 2008 report on the state of democracy in Europe with a view to ensuring relevant follow-up in the framework of national legislation and policies.
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REC 1839 (2008): The state of democracy in Europe Specific challenges facing European democracies: the case of diversity and migration

1. The Parliamentary Assembly refers to its Resolution 1617 (2008). It also recalls its previous resolutions and recommendations addressing the question of democracy, migration and political participation of migrants.

2. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers calls on member states to give appropriate follow-up to the issues raised in Resolution 1617 (2008), and to take the necessary steps to strengthen their democratic processes.

3. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers, taking advantage of its unique position as a forum for pan-European co-operation, initiate the following activities:

3.1. harmonisation among Council of Europe member states of systems for collecting and processing data on migrants;

3.2. elaboration of guidelines on registration and status of long-term lawful foreign residents in Council of Europe member states;

3.3. promotion of less restrictive access to citizenship and harmonisation of naturalisation systems, in particular regarding the length of required residence, also considering the “dependent” status of many migrant women, so as to make the situation more equitable across the member states, as well as the criteria for defining the degree of integration of the person concerned;

3.4. promotion of harmonisation of rules regarding voting and political rights of foreigners across the member states;

3.5. gender-sensitive research on political participation of migrants and people of migrant origin at different levels of political representation and of the decision-making process;

3.6. encouraging governments to follow the example of the Netherlands Government and to carry out a self-evaluation of the quality of democracy in their states according to the guidelines elaborated by the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA). 

4. Moreover, the Assembly calls on the Committee of Ministers to provide the necessary resources and make full use – in co-operation with other partners – of the Forum for the Future of Democracy as a tool for the further development of democracy in Europe, and to devote one of its future sessions to the challenge which migration poses to democratic systems. 
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RES 1618 (2008): State of democracy in Europe. Measures to improve the democratic participation of migrants

9. The Assembly recognises that much good practice has been developed concerning the democratic participation of migrants. Drawing on this and with the intention of improving the integration and democratic participation of migrants across Europe, the Assembly calls on member states of the Council of Europe to:

9.1. encourage integration as a facilitator for the democratic participation of both women and men through:

9.1.1. promoting integration as a non-discriminatory two-way process, with measures to combat racism and discrimination and encourage inclusiveness (such as diversity training for those working with migrants and benchmarking to ensure inclusiveness), steps to make members of the majority population aware of the different cultures of migrants and the need to avoid stigmatisation of migrants in the integration debate;

9.1.2. education and learning the language of the host society. This is particularly important for women and new arrivals, who should be provided with literacy courses, language training, civic awareness programmes and labour market training. Requirements relating to language skills should not constitute an obstacle for the exercise of the right to family life;

9.1.3. equal protection and recognition before the law, as well as action taken against racially motivated violence, to guarantee the access of victims to effective legal remedies and the right to seek just and adequate reparation, regardless of their immigration status. Particular attention should be paid to tackling racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, islamophobia and intolerance – including any tendency by officials, educators and the media to target, stigmatise, stereotype or profile members of “non-citizen” population groups – paying attention at the same time to gender-based discrimination and violence against women. Adequate follow-up should be given to the recommendations of the European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI);

9.1.4. creating social bridges between communities, including in areas such as sports and education, and cultural, philosophical and religious activities;

9.1.5. developing social bonds within communities as a means of building confidence and acting as a stepping stone to other forms of participation;

9.1.6. creating social links via services and the communities to avoid exclusion and discrimination and to ensure that migrants, both women and men, are involved in the design and implementation of policies that affect them. Migrants should be represented and employed at all levels of administration and member states should consider establishing, where they do not exist, specialised ministries or departments of integration and mainstreaming integration issues within all relevant departments;

9.1.7. providing assistance with integration into the workplace, security in employment, flexibility in changing employment and work permits, and recognising the skills and qualifications of migrants. Special attention should be paid to migrant women, who often work in areas where they may face exploitation, including in the informal economy;

9.1.8. applying a policy of employing migrants in the public sector, such as in health, education and public administration;

9.1.9. signing and ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families;

9.1.10. providing fair access to quality housing, achieving balanced neighbourhoods and preventing and reducing segregation;

9.2. remove the impediments to democratic participation by:

9.2.1. facilitating access to nationality through:

9.2.1.1. reducing residency requirements for acquisition of nationality to five years or less;

9.2.1.2. ensuring that other requirements such as naturalisation tests, language tests, income and housing requirements, fees and oaths do not become unduly onerous in terms of their number and requirements;

9.2.1.3. removing or reducing restrictions on dual nationality;

9.2.1.4. taking into account the special situation of refugees, both women and men, and their urgent need of nationality;

9.2.1.5. signing and ratifying the European Convention on Nationality;

9.2.1.6. ensuring that no unreasonable impediments to obtaining nationality are placed on second- or later-generation migrants;

9.2.2. granting long-term residence status to those who have been in the country for five years or less without imposing extensive bureaucratic hurdles, high fees or onerous linguistic, housing, income or employment requirements;

9.2.3. regularising the situation of irregular migrants who are not going to be returned to their countries of origin, in line with Assembly Resolution 1568 (2007) on regularisation programmes for irregular migrants;

9.2.4. granting migrants voting rights, including the right to vote and the right to stand in local and regional elections after a residence period of five years or less;

9.2.5. signing and ratifying the Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level;

9.2.6. lifting – in accordance with international standards on the right to freedom of assembly, association and expression – restrictions on the political rights of migrants to join political parties or form political associations and encourage political parties to include women and men of migrant background amongst their members;

9.3. facilitate participation by:

9.3.1. ensuring that migrants enjoy the right to consultation through the establishment of consultative bodies, in accordance with the Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level. These bodies should ensure they are representative of migrants and members of the local or other authorities and that women and men are represented equally. They should allow migrants and migrant associations the right to put forward candidates, have clearly defined objectives and give priority to political activities, including consultation and promotion of citizen participation. Furthermore, these bodies should have the right to be informed and consulted, to initiate consultation and to receive a response;

9.3.2. supporting civil society initiatives for and by migrants which provide choices and options for migrants, lead to bridge-building between communities and help create bonds within them while facilitating links with the authorities. Particular attention should be paid to supporting initiatives from local organisations for migrant women;

9.3.3. encouraging the media to portray a fair and positive image of migrants which does not typecast them and which takes into account the double stereotyping that migrant women face in the media; furthermore, ensuring that migrants are represented among media professionals and that they are seen and their views heard;

9.3.4. supporting projects that encourage migrants and other members of the community to volunteer and participate in civil society;

9.3.5. supporting research, including work undertaken by migrants, on democratic participation of migrants, including research on good practices in participation and integration, barriers to participation, impact of integration and voting patterns of migrants;

9.4. ensure that irregular migrants are not excluded from any forms of democratic participation and that they enjoy their basic rights in accordance with Assembly Resolution 1509 (2006) on human rights of irregular migrants;

9.5. ensure the specific needs of women migrants are taken into account and distinguished from men in line with Assembly Recommendation 1732 (2006) and Resolution 1478 (2006) on the integration of immigrant women in Europe;

9.6. facilitate the increased democratic participation of migrants in their countries of origin.

10. The Assembly calls on the Congress to continue its work on the participation of foreigners in public life at local level and in particular to promote further the use of consultative bodies and the right to vote at local level. Furthermore, it calls on the Congress to strengthen its activities encouraging the integration of migrants at local level, including through the European network of cities for local integration policies for migrants (CLIP).

11. The Assembly calls on the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights to encourage member states to remove the impediments to the democratic participation of migrants.

12. The Assembly invites the European Union to support, through the European Integration Fund, projects aimed both at the integration and democratic participation of migrants. Support is also needed for projects providing indicators of the democratic participation of migrants across greater Europe, gender-disaggregated where possible, and not just limited to the 27 member states of the European Union.

13. The Assembly invites trade unions and employers’ associations to continue and strengthen their commitment to promoting the integration of migrant workers and their families.

14. The Assembly invites political parties to step up their efforts to include persons from different ethnic backgrounds among their candidates at all elections.

15. The Assembly invites its Bureau to consult the Committee on Rules of Procedure, Immunities and Institutional Affairs on whether any steps could be taken to ensure a better representation of persons of migrant origin in the membership of the Assembly.
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REC 1840 (2008): State of democracy in Europe Measures to improve the democratic participation of migrants

4. Therefore, the Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

4.1. instruct the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) and its Committee of Experts on Democratic Participation and Public Ethics at Local and Regional Level (LR-DP) to analyse the implementation, in all member states of the Council of Europe, of the standards laid out in the Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level and examine the obstacles to ratification of this instrument;

4.2. instruct the European Committee on Migration (CDMG) to examine how integration programmes and equal treatment and opportunity programmes in member states should be adapted in order to promote the democratic participation of migrants;

4.3. instruct the Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH) to examine the restrictions on the political and other fundamental rights of migrants (in particular the right to join political parties or form political associations) with a view to furthering the democratic participation of migrant women and men;

4.4. instruct the European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ) to examine the implementation, in all member states, of the standards under the European Convention on Nationality and its state of ratifications;

4.5. instruct the Steering Committee for Equality between Women and Men (CDEG) to evaluate the democratic participation of migrant women and men of all ethnic origins when monitoring the implementation of Recommendation Rec(2003)3 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on balanced participation of women and men in political and public decision making;

4.6. invite the European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission) to examine the constitutional impediments to granting migrants the right to vote, primarily at the local and regional levels, and to provide assistance with constitutional reform to these states as necessary;

4.7. invite the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) to monitor continuing discrimination, racism and intolerance as a hindrance to the democratic participation of migrants, and respect its advice.

Read full text of Recommendation
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RES 1459 (2005): Abolition of restrictions on the right to vote

11. The Assembly therefore invites:

i. the Council of Europe member and observer states concerned to:

a. reduce minimum age requirements for active and passive electoral rights to 18 years for the right to vote and 25 years for the right to stand as candidates;

b. grant electoral rights to all their citizens (nationals), without imposing residency requirements;

c. facilitate the exercise of expatriates’ electoral rights by providing for absentee voting procedures (postal and/or consular voting) and considering the introduction of e-voting consistent with Recommendation Rec(2004)11 of the Committee of Ministers and to co-operate with one another to this end;

d. to sign and ratify the 1992 Council of Europe Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level and to grant active and passive electoral rights in local elections to all legal residents;

e. to reconsider existing restrictions on the electoral rights of prisoners, persons who have been convicted of a criminal offence and members of the military, with a view to abolishing all those that are no longer necessary and proportionate in pursuit of a legitimate aim;

f. to take appropriate measures to protect the electoral rights of vulnerable groups of voters (in particular, persons living in nursing homes, prisoners, members of the military, nomadic groups), in line with the Venice Commission’s Code of Good Practice in Electoral Matters adopted in July 2003;

ii. the Council of Europe, and in particular the Venice Commission, to develop further its activities aimed at improving the conditions for the effective exercise of electoral rights, putting a special emphasis on co-operation aimed at facilitating the exercise of electoral rights by expatriate citizens.

Read full text of Resolution
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REC 1714 (2005): Abolition of restrictions on the right to vote

1. Referring to its Resolution 1459 (2005) on the abolition of restrictions on the right to vote, the Parliamentary Assembly calls upon the Committee of Ministers to:

i. appeal to member and observer states to: 

a. sign and ratify the 1992 Council of Europe Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level (ETS No. 144) and to grant active and passive electoral rights in local elections to all legal residents; and

b. reconsider existing restrictions on electoral rights of prisoners and members of the military, with a view to abolishing all those that are no longer necessary and proportionate in pursuit of a legitimate aim;

ii. invite the competent services of the Council of Europe, in particular the European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission) and its Council for Democratic Elections, to develop their activities aimed at improving the conditions for the effective exercise of election rights by groups facing special difficulties, such as expatriates, prison inmates, persons who have been convicted of a criminal offence, residents of nursing homes, soldiers or nomadic groups;

iii. review existing instruments with a view to assessing the possible need for a Council of Europe convention to improve international co-operation with a view to facilitating the exercise of electoral rights of expatriates.
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REC 1676 (2004): Women’s participation in elections

6. The Parliamentary Assembly thus recommends that the Committee of Ministers draw up a charter for electoral equality (if appropriate, asking the opinion of the Venice Commission) in which Council of Europe member states would subscribe to concerted action to guarantee women’s electoral rights and to improve the electoral participation of women. This charter should:

i. include all measures necessary to outlaw and eliminate “family voting”, in particular by:

a. organising awareness-raising campaigns during pre-election periods emphasising that “family voting” is a serious violation of electoral rights;

b. enabling sub-literate voters to make an individual decision by designing ballot papers sensitive to voters’ needs (including for example dual-language ballot papers, using party symbols and/or photographs); 

c. training electoral commission officials in the conduct of democratic polling, with particular attention to the prevention of family voting;

d. introducing sanctions against electoral commissions’ officials in polling stations where family voting is detected and invalidating the results of voting in these polling stations;

e. outlawing proxy voting; 

ii. set the objective to increase the minimum representation of women in parliament and other elected assemblies to the level of at least 40% by the year 2020, in particular by: 

a. removing any constitutional or legal barriers to positive measures aiming at gender parity;

b. encouraging political parties to adopt positive measures to ensure increased representation of women candidates;

c. adopting legislative reforms to introduce parity thresholds for candidates in elections at local, regional, national and supranational levels;

d. inviting speakers of parliaments to ensure a discrimination- and harassment-free environment conducive to conciliation of private and political life;

e. where electoral systems are shown to have a negative impact on the political representation of women in elected bodies, by adjusting or reforming those systems to promote gender-balanced representation;

f. instituting gender-neutral quotas for required numbers of female and male candidates on party lists. Double quota (e.g. “zipping”) systems are especially recommended because they ensure that women are sufficiently well placed to be elected. Quotas should be time-limited and proportionate to needs;

g. taking action through the public funding of political parties in order to encourage them to promote gender equality;

h. applying these measures to all elected posts, such as presidents and mayors where applicable, as well as to all bodies constituted as a result of elections, such as governments;

i. adopting appropriate legislative and/or administrative measures to ensure that there is gender-balanced representation in all national delegations to international organisations and fora;

j. developing specific training and publicity packages to encourage women candidates to contest elections;

k. ensuring equal access to the media by male and female candidates and encouraging media professionals to give equal visibility to female and male candidates and elected representatives in the media, especially during election periods.

7. The Assembly calls on all Council of Europe member states to undertake awareness-raising measures, including gender education, in order to bring about a lasting change of attitudes and traditions to ensure the full participation of women in elections at all levels and in all respects. 

8. Finally, the Parliamentary Assembly recommends that national parliaments and international organisations which carry out election monitoring, including the Assembly itself, try to attain gender balance when appointing the members of election observation missions. In addition, the gender dimension of electoral participation should be appropriately monitored during such missions.

Read full text of Recommendation
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REC 1644 (2004): Terrorism: a threat to democracies

11. The Assembly asks the Committee of Ministers:

i. to begin work without delay on the elaboration of a comprehensive Council of Europe convention on terrorism, based on the normative acquis of the United Nations’, Council of Europe’s and European Union’s legal instruments and other texts, and develop them as much as necessary;

ii. to invite, in the meantime, the member states:

a. to ratify existing conventions, or inform the Committee of Ministers and the Assembly about the grounds for not doing so, in particular: the European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism (1977) in conjunction with its Protocol (2003), the European Convention on Extradition (1957) and its Additional Protocols (1975 and 1978), the European Convention on the Transfer of Proceedings in Criminal Matters (1972), and the Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime (1990);

b. to condemn strongly countries encouraging, helping, providing financial support, or offering safe haven to terrorists and introduce economic and other appropriate measures against them;

c. to promote democracy and human rights in their foreign relations and refrain from complacency towards despotic and obscurantist regimes for reasons of strategic and economic interests;

iii. to study, in consultation with the European Union, the possibility of transforming Europol into an effective pan-European agency, with sufficient means to challenge international terrorism;

iv. to repeat the appeal to the member states, as stipulated in Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1534, to “give urgent consideration to amending and widening the Rome Statute to allow the remit of the International Criminal Court to include acts of international terrorism”.

Read full text of Recommendation
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RES 1344 (2003): Threat posed to democracy by extremist parties and movements in Europe

13. The Assembly therefore invites the governments of the Council of Europe member states:

i. to provide in their legislation that the exercise of freedom of expression, assembly and association can be limited for the purpose of fighting extremism. However, any such measures must comply with the requirements of the European Convention on Human Rights;

ii. to apply or introduce if they do not exist:

 a. effective penalties where cases of proven damage caused by an extremist political party or one of its members are established;

b. proportionate and dissuasive penalties against public incitement to violence, racial discrimination and intolerance;

c. the suspension or withdrawal of public funding for organisations promoting extremism;

d. the dissolution of extremist parties and movements, which should always be regarded as an exceptional measure. It is justified in the case of a threat to a country’s constitutional order, and should always be in conformity with the country’s constitutional and legislative provisions;

iii. to monitor, and if necessary to prevent, the reconstitution of dissolved parties or movements under another form or name;

iv. to encourage political parties to devise a new code of ethics, basing their programmes and activities on respect for fundamental rights and freedoms, excluding political alliances with extremist parties, reinforcing the rules on the transparency of political party finances if necessary, and proposing plausible solutions to the social and economic problems which cause public concern;

v. to develop school curricula for education for democratic citizenship based on citizens’ rights and duties, social tolerance and respect for difference. Education and training are the most fundamental and lasting methods of guarding against the discriminatory ideology of extremism;

vi. to encourage awareness-raising campaigns to make citizens aware of the harmful effects of political extremism on democracy;

vii. to encourage civil society, which plays a key role in the process of integration and social cohesion, to overcome all forms of extremism and intolerance;

viii. to establish at the same time national legislative and administrative measures and closer international co-operation in order to discourage any propagation of extremist ideologies, notably through new information technologies;

ix. to support the work of ECRI, whose task is to combat racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and intolerance throughout greater Europe, and to ensure that the member states take practical action on its recommendations.

Read full text of Resolution
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C04 Functioning of justice

Not relevant

C05 Transparency / communication

RES 1604 (2008): Video surveillance of public areas

14. The Assembly is concerned to note that national laws are far from homogeneous in this area and therefore formally calls on the Council of Europe member states to:

14.1. apply the guiding principles for the protection of individuals with regard to the collection and processing of data by means of video surveillance adopted by the Council of Europe’s European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ) in May 2003 and to ensure that they are adhered to as systematically as possible;

14.2. lay down by law technical restrictions for installation limits of the equipment with reference to each place under surveillance;

14.3. define privacy zones to be excluded from video surveillance by law, imposing the use of specialised software;

14.4. provide in their legislation for the practice of encoding video data;

14.5. provide access to a legal remedy in cases of alleged abuse related to video surveillance.

15. The Assembly finds it necessary that a unified sign, with an accompanying unified written notice, are adopted as soon as possible and used by the member states.

16. Finally, the Assembly – considering that further reflection on video surveillance is needed – encourages the European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission) to further consider this subject in order to establish guidelines to balance the public interests involved with the human rights and freedoms of individuals in a democratic society. 

17. Taking into consideration current events and constant technical progress in the field of video surveillance, the Assembly stresses the need to continue the work on the issue of video surveillance in the future.

Read full text of Resolution
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REC 1830 (2008): Video surveillance of public areas

1. The Parliamentary Assembly refers to its Resolution 1604 (2008) on video surveillance of public areas.

2. Considering the work undertaken under the authority of the Committee of Ministers, and especially that of the European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ), which led to the elaboration of the guiding principles for the protection of individuals with regard to the collection and processing of data by means of video surveillance of 2003 – and convinced that this subject merits more thorough analysis – the Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers organise a conference on video surveillance. Such a conference should involve, inter alia, persons possessing expertise on video surveillance, both in the public and private sectors, as well as representatives of civil society.

Read full text of Recommendation
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C06 – C10

Not relevant

D – Human relations

D01 Relationships within the couple / personal relationships

Not relevant

D02 Family life / family relations

REC 1798 (2007): Respect for the principle of gender equality in civil law

9. The Assembly thus recommends that the Committee of Ministers: 

9.1. draw up a new protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights enshrining gender equality as a fundamental human right with pre-eminence over any provision deriving from, or applicable under, private international law agreements or conventions; 

9.2. invite member states, in the meantime, to ensure that they protect gender equality in civil law by: 

9.2.1. reviewing and, if necessary, amending their own domestic legislation, especially in family law (including women’s personal status, marriage and divorce law, and the rules governing the passing on of the mother’s surname to her children); 

9.2.2. reviewing and, if necessary, renegotiating or rejecting any provisions in bilateral or multilateral treaties which could lead to the acceptance or application of discriminatory rules of foreign law, including provisions in foreign law validating polygamous marriages and repudiations.

Read full text of Recommendation
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RES 1502 (2006): Demographic challenges for social cohesion

8. The Parliamentary Assembly, therefore, urges the Council of Europe member states to:

8.1. meet the new demographic challenges of modern societies with particular regard to fertility and policies related to the family, longevity and ageing, or migration as key population issues for the identification of priority areas of action with regard to social cohesion;

8.2. with regard to policy implications of changing family formations:

8.2.1. promote a more child-friendly and family-friendly environment in all spheres of society, and more particularly in urban areas, including housing, child-care programmes, working conditions, fiscal policies, time schedules and recreational facilities so that children again appear as a welcome constituent in society. To promote child- and family-oriented values, inter alia, by introducing family and population issues in the educational system; to rethink the organisation of the entire life-course perspective of work, parenthood and retirement;

8.2.2. adopt measures to enable individuals and couples to exercise their right to decide freely and responsibly the number and spacing of their children. These measures should increase the access of individuals and couples to education, information and the means of regulating their fertility, including the treatment of infertility, regardless of overall demographic goals. Counselling and quality family planning services should be provided and supported to reduce the number of induced abortions;

8.2.3. recognise conciliation of professional and family life as a guiding principle for each policy and strategy dedicated to the improvement of social cohesion and population growth;

8.2.4. ensure that marital status, motherhood and childrearing will no longer be seen as an insurmountable obstacle for women’s employment;

8.2.5. make work and education more compatible with motherhood in order to help avoid very low fertility levels. For instance, the Nordic countries achieve relatively high fertility rates with a high female labour force participation;

8.2.6. make a special effort to reduce uncertainty for young adults with regard to access to housing and the labour market, which may explain international differences in family formation. The postponement of the transition to parenthood may arise as a rational response to socio-economic incentives;

8.2.7. fully use the experiences of the countries having best succeeded in creating a woman-friendly, child-friendly and family-friendly policy framework, thus also reaching relatively high fertility rates. Only a coherent general approach, combining financial, technical and tax-related instruments and policies can succeed in tackling family-related problems. Explicit employment, housing and education policies have an observable impact on family policies and family patterns; 

8.2.8. carefully analyse the consequences of alternative family formations and divorce as well as the risk of poverty, low educational achievement, underemployment and other forms of social exclusion on the well-being of children and parents;

8.3. with regard to population ageing and its challenges to social policies:

8.3.1. ensure that the elderly, living alone, will have access to formal support (nurses, doctors, hospitals) and/or informal networks (friends, neighbours), to compensate for lack of family support or to replace it;

8.3.2. modify gradually social and economic policies to take account of changes in the age structure of the population;

8.3.3. promote active ageing by giving those who are still in good health, and who express a willingness to do so, the chance to work longer, and by giving more attention to the number of years worked, rather than age on entering retirement, in other words, more flexibility;

8.3.4. design diversified policies to enable people to work longer in healthy conditions, particularly by promoting possibilities for training and retraining;

8.3.5. adapt the health sector and long-term care to the increasing number of the most aged people;

8.4. with regard to the impact of migration on society and policies:

8.4.1. promote the successful integration of migrants and their families, in particular those coming from non-European countries, into their European host societies. Non-integration can lead to the eruption of social conflicts and even become a fertile ground for terrorism and other crimes;

8.4.2. pursue concerted migration-related policies between countries of origin, transit and destination, aimed at preventing irregular migration, addressing its root causes and thereby regulating the phenomenon of migration. International protection for persons in need is an important element of any migration management strategy. The strategy for an orderly management of migration adopted by the member states of the Council of Europe is an appropriate framework for bilateral and multilateral co-operation;

8.4.3. consider housing, employment, education and language policies, and policies with regard to cultural and religious rights, political participation, access to citizenship and intercommunity relations as key policy measures in this context, particularly in the cities and urban areas of Europe;

8.4.4. ensure, with regard to this policy area, the respect for human rights, dignity, and the social, cultural and political rights of migrants.
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REC 1749 (2006): Demographic challenges for social cohesion

5. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

5.1. take account of Resolution 1502 (2006) on demographic challenges for social cohesion in the Council of Europe’s work regarding social affairs in the broadest sense of the term, and in particular:

5.1.1. ask the Steering Committee on Social Cohesion (CDCS) to support a more family-friendly environment, in order to address the ongoing changes and the “de-institutionalisation” of the family structure, and to stimulate the implementation of policies for promoting active ageing, in order to guarantee intergenerational equilibrium;

5.1.2. ask the European Committee on Migration (CDMG) to accelerate the development of effective, integrated policies to prevent the discrimination and social exclusion of immigrants; and seek to guarantee the basic rights of those individuals and groups in society that are at particular risk of becoming vulnerable;

5.2. ensure that any work in this sector can draw upon relevant demographic data and, in this connection, ensure the availability of the European Population Network of the Council of Europe, inter alia for the regular publication of studies on European population trends;

5.3. continue to ensure access by policy makers to information on future demographic processes, and the consequences for the design of their medium- and long-term social policies;

5.4. make the work and findings of the European Population Conference 2005 available to member states and other socio-economic partners and institutions for their work on the actions carried out in the areas covered by the conference;

5.5. re-assess the relations between the Council of Europe’s work in different areas and the need for adequate demographic background studies, and take steps to support such studies;

5.6. encourage national statistical organisations and demographic institutes to periodically conduct nation-wide specialised sample surveys in order to collect the information required to study the effects of relevant factors, including policy measures, on demographic processes; 

5.7. encourage closer co-operation among the international research institutions dispersed around Europe for analysing and monitoring population developments and population-related policies in view of the need for broader, more sophisticated scientific discussions on these trends; 

5.8. promote the collection, dissemination and use of demographic data at local and regional level, especially for use in defining social cohesion policies;

5.9. invite all the intergovernmental bodies and programmes of the Council of Europe to use and properly exploit available statistical information on population trends and developments where relevant. The annual publication of the Council of Europe entitled Recent demographic developments in Europe should be maintained, supported and reinforced in this perspective.

Read full text of Recommendation
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REC 1723 (2005): Forced marriages and child marriages

1. The Parliamentary Assembly refers to its Resolution 1468 (2005) on forced marriages and child marriages and asks the Committee of Ministers to ensure its application by member states.

2. It recommends that the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe instruct the appropriate intergovernmental committee to make a thorough analysis of forced marriages and child marriages and devise a strategy encouraging member states to take the following specific action:

2.1. institute prevention campaigns in primary, secondary and upper secondary schools, suited to the age of the pupils targeted, informing them of their rights and especially the right to make up one’s own mind with regard to marriage, the right to choose one’s future partner and the right not to marry before 18 years of age, aiming both at a general audience and at those particularly concerned;

2.2. inform persons under threat of forced marriage of the practical steps to be taken to forestall marriage, such as placing one’s passport in safe keeping, lodging a complaint of theft of papers in the event of confiscation and giving the address of the proposed holiday location;

2.3. provide emergency reception facilities where people liable to be forcibly married can be heard, cared for and accommodated, shielding them from the pressure brought to bear by others and from possible abduction;

2.4. financially support associations and other non-governmental organisations that assist and support, shelter and protect potential or actual victims;

2.5. aid victims in their physical and psychological recovery;

2.6. punish the persons who voluntarily participate in a forced or a child marriage, including perpetrators of rape;

2.7. punish the persons who aid and abet the contracting of a forced or a child marriage, considering as an aggravating circumstance the victim’s dependency on these persons;

2.8. check the validity of any marriage celebrated abroad, making its transcription subject to the presence of both spouses and authorising the diplomatic staff to interview either or both spouses beforehand;

2.9. for this purpose, ensure that public service staff, particularly in the judiciary, the police force, and the social, diplomatic and consular services, are properly informed and trained to detect forced marriages;

2.10. put an end to the custom of pledges of marriage and child betrothals, including cases involving very young minors. 

Read full text of Recommendation
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RES 1468 (2005): Forced marriages and child marriages

11. The right to marry is recognised in Article 12 of the European Convention on Human Rights. The Assembly nevertheless recalls the further provision in this article for the exercise of this right to be governed by national laws.

12. It therefore stresses the need to take the requisite legislative measures to prohibit child marriage by making 18 years the minimum marriageable age. Thus, persons not having reached this age would not be able to lawfully contract marriage.

13. The Assembly therefore recommends that Council of Europe member states take the following legal measures regulating the right to marry:

13.1. ratify the 1962 Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages, if they have not yet done so;

13.2. ratify the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the amendment and protocol thereto, if they have not yet done so;

13.3. ensure their compliance with Council of Europe Committee of Ministers’ Recommendation Rec(2002)5 on the protection of women against violence.

14. The Assembly urges the national parliaments of the Council of Europe member states to:

14.1. renegotiate, discard or denounce any sections of international agreements and rules of international private law contrary to the fundamental principles of human rights, particularly as regards personal status;

14.2. adapt their domestic legislation, if appropriate, so as to:

14.2.1. fix at or raise to 18 years the minimum statutory age of marriage for women and men;

14.2.2. make it compulsory for every marriage to be declared and entered by the competent authority in an official register;

14.2.3. institute an interview between the registrar and the bride and groom prior to the celebration of the marriage and allow a registrar who has doubts about the free and full consent of either or both parties to summon either or both of them separately to another meeting;

14.2.4. refrain from recognising forced marriages and child marriages contracted abroad except where recognition would be in the victims’ best interests with regard to the effects of the marriage, particularly for the purpose of securing rights which they could not claim otherwise;

14.2.5. facilitate the annulment of forced marriages and possibly automatically annul such marriages;

14.2.6. lay down a maximum period of one year, in so far as practicable, to investigate and rule on an application for annulment of a forced marriage or a child marriage;

14.3. regard coercive sexual relations victims are subjected to within forced marriages and child marriages as rape;

14.4. consider the possibility of dealing with acts of forced marriage as an independent criminal offence, including aiding and abetting the contracting of such a marriage.

Read full text of Resolution
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D03 – D05

Not relevant

D06 Relations with other generations

REC 1930 (2010): Prohibiting the marketing and use of the “Mosquito” youth dispersal device

15. Therefore, the Assembly recommends that national parliaments, governments and local authorities of the Council of Europe member states, in the exercise of their respective roles and competencies, introduce appropriate measures to:

15.1. ban the installation and use in all public places of sound devices which discriminate against young people, such as the “Mosquito”;

15.2. prohibit the marketing and sale of “Mosquito”-type dispersal devices or, at least, require clear warnings if an owner or administrator of a non-public place should decide to use this kind of acoustic device in a place under their responsibility;

15.3. promote, in consultation with youth forums at the local level, the development of indoor and outdoor facilities to increase opportunities for physical, intellectual and leisure recreation, including green areas, gymnasia, swimming pools, playing fields, libraries and multimedia libraries.

16. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

16.1. urge national authorities to enact legislation prohibiting all “Mosquito”-type dispersal devices, as a necessary condition to ensure the full protection of the human rights of young people;

16.2. monitor closely the developments in this area and promote initiatives aimed at ensuring that, in the various aspects of the organisation of their social life, minors are not treated with contempt and animosity, or considered as nuisances, potential troublemakers or hostile elements of society.

Read full text of Recommendation
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E - Social balance

E01 Affirmation of identities

REC 1774 (2006): The Turkish presence in Europe: migrant workers and new European citizens

10. The Assembly is concerned that national policies and practices regarding migrant workers and their families, including migrants from Turkey, fall increasingly short of meeting international legal standards.

11. In view of the above, the Parliamentary Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

11.1. strengthen the monitoring mechanisms of the Council of Europe’s legal instruments, particularly the monitoring of provisions relating to the rights of migrants such as Article 19 of the revised European Social Charter;

11.2. introduce more effective sanctions for non-compliance;

11.3. call on the member states: 

11.3.1. to sign, ratify and implement, where appropriate, the relevant Council of Europe legal instruments, namely the European Convention on Human Rights and its protocols, the revised European Social Charter, the European Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers, the Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level, the European Code of Social Security and the European Convention on Social and Medical Assistance;

11.3.2. to involve migrant associations in the monitoring process and remove, where applicable, obstacles hindering their involvement;

11.3.3. and more specifically:

11.3.3.1. to develop proactive policies to combat discrimination and intolerance;

11.3.3.2. to facilitate access to information and access to migrant workers’ rights in practice;

11.3.4. with regard to delivery of work permits and resident permits: 

11.3.4.1. to apply reasonable time limits in delivering such permits, within six months;

11.3.4.2. to limit work and residence permit fees to administrative costs not exceeding the equivalent fees for issuing passports to nationals;

11.3.4.3. to guarantee automatic resident status to children of holders of work or residence permits;

11.3.4.4. to cease ordering immediate expulsion from the country upon expiry of the work or residence permit;

11.3.4.5. to guarantee automatic residence of an unlimited period to migrant workers who have remained legally for a continuous duration of more than five years;

11.3.5. with regard to social security and health insurance: 

11.3.5.1. to guarantee rights to residents equal to those of nationals;

11.3.5.2. in the case of voluntary return, to guarantee equal rights to those of nationals with regard to transfer of social security and health insurance; 

11.3.6. with regard to education: 

11.3.6.1. in co-operation with the country of origin, to promote education in the mother tongue in parallel to mainstream education;

11.3.6.2. to avoid the segregation of migrant children in special schools;

11.3.6.3. to provide equal education and career opportunities for migrant children, avoiding their seclusion in specific low-skill and low-wage branches of the economy;

11.3.6.4. to organise teaching of the host country’s language for migrant workers and their families, particularly at local level and as far as possible free of charge, by means of personalised, practical courses focused on the main centres of interest in their lives, as well as instruction, suited to the specific needs of immigrant women, in rules of law and fundamental democratic values including gender equality, and ensure that the effectiveness of these arrangements is evaluated;

11.3.6.5. to devise specific training courses for primary teachers on the theme “How to live in a multicultural society/How to live with diversity?”, and make provision in primary education for lessons on the same theme for pupils (both of foreign origin and nationals);

11.3.7. with regard to employment in both the public and private sectors: 

11.3.7.1. to remove obstacles to equal access to employment and career advancement;

11.3.7.2. to take measures to fight discrimination and exclusion at work, particularly through the introduction by employers of workplace diversity plans (possible content being the nomination of a manager in charge of such matters as diversity, anonymous job applications and quotas), and through more active engagement of trade unions in defending migrant workers’ rights;

11.3.7.3. to take measures to increase migrant workers’ access to professional training, particularly for those self-employed;

11.3.8. with regard to integration:

11.3.8.1. to develop policies to encourage the active participation of migrants in the social, cultural, economic and political life of the host country;

11.3.8.2. to remove obstacles to migrants’ rights of association in order to protect their social, economic and political rights, namely through their active participation in associations, trade unions, political parties and elections;

11.3.8.3. to allow dual nationality as a means of increasing the level of integration while ensuring cultural diversity and links with the country of origin;

11.3.8.4. to take measures encouraging respect of diverse cultures and religions as an essential factor for social stability and peace.

Read full text of Recommendation
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E02 Dialogue / respect for others

Not relevant

E03 Fairness / sharing / solidarity

RES 1720 (2010): Investing in family cohesion as a development factor in times of crisis

6. The Assembly believes that family policies are not limited to financial benefits alone. Governments must remain conscious of the impact of social policies on families and work towards phased co-ordination of their policies to make them more “family-friendly”. To this end, the Assembly encourages the member states of the Council of Europe to give consideration to the following:

6.1. promoting men’s involvement in, and solidarity with, family life and household duties, with due regard for the principle of parents’ joint responsibility for the upbringing and development of their children: awareness-raising campaigns and positive legal measures relating to a new family culture should be promoted in order to enable fathers to assume their responsibilities to their children;

6.2. encouraging stable relationships, according to Article 12 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ETS No. 5) and to other social arrangements based on reciprocity, equality and freedom; 

6.3. providing families with adequate support, when necessary, on the ground that the family is a social asset which generates important benefits for society;

6.4. paying particular attention to young people’s access to stable jobs, affordable housing and other types of social support so that they are able to start a family and raise children in a safe and caring environment; developing social housing programmes especially targeted at young couples and large families;

6.5. supporting intergenerational relationships within the family: consideration should be given to older people who support their families financially and/or in other ways, for instance by looking after their grandchildren. Provision should be made not only for childcare, but also for the care of frail elderly people on the grounds that high-quality, affordable and reliable facilities and services make it possible to reconcile gainful employment, care responsibilities and family life;

6.6. tackling social exclusion, disruptions and poverty, particularly of single-parent families, families at risk, large families and migrant families. Discussions on different family models should focus on the consequences divorce has for children, including the risk of poverty, school failure, unemployment and other forms of social exclusion; 

6.7. promoting the right to family reunification of third-country nationals lawfully residing on the territory of a Council of Europe member state, as recognised by several international and European legal instruments, so as to facilitate their social, economic and cultural integration with positive effects on the host society;

6.8. focusing on children in families which are disadvantaged or dysfunctional as a consequence of family breakdown: the increased risk of poverty among children in single-parent families is found to be reinforced by disadvantages at school, as well as poorer health and housing problems. These children are more likely to be exposed to risks that jeopardise their educational achievement, which then affect their future prospects; 

6.9. reconciling work and family life by promoting family-friendly workplaces for women and men: quality childcare, flexible work arrangements, suitable forms of parental leave and other types of care that are necessary, not only for young children but also for other family members as a result of disability, old age or illness, and other modes of financial support by means of allowances or tax relief, remain critical. These measures must address both women and men, as current flexible employment schemes have a higher take-up rate among women, which in reality perpetuates the gender divide with regard to paid and unpaid work and impacts on women’s decisions to have children or not; 

6.10. providing families with high-quality services at affordable prices, especially through public and non-profit-making structures: parents need to have access to affordable childcare of various kinds, such as all-day preschool, after-school care for children of school age and for children with special needs, in particular sick and disabled children. Integrated childcare services, such as childcare at home and at the workplace should also be further encouraged;

6.11. engaging the private sector, in terms of corporate social responsibility and adapting legislation by introducing flexible working arrangements for both the father and the mother, to facilitate a more balanced sharing of roles so as to relieve women of the double burden of employment and domestic duties, while encouraging men to take an active part in family life.
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REC 1912 (2010): Investing in family cohesion as a development factor in times of crisis

1. The Parliamentary Assembly refers to its Resolution 1720 (2010) on investing in family cohesion as a development factor in times of crisis, and recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

1.1. forward this resolution to the governments of member states and request them to take it into account when developing their national family policies;

1.2. promote an exchange of best practices between member states on family policies and invite the competent departments of the Council of Europe to:

1.2.1. promote a more strategic interaction between different areas of work and a multidisciplinary approach to family questions across the Organisation;

1.2.2. support regional and local policies to strengthen public services in order to bring about a truly family-friendly society and to develop intergenerational relationships within families;

1.2.3. support the exchange of knowledge on, and development of standards for, pro-family policies to allow a deeper understanding of such topics as gender, solidarity between generations, ageing, fertility, family models, youth, children, migration and health from a family perspective.

Read full text of Recommendation
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E04-E05

Not relevant

E06 Demographic balance

RES 1462 (2005): Co-development policy as a positive measure to regulate migratory flows

10. Consequently, the Assembly invites the governments of the member states of the Council of Europe:

10.1. as regards the link between development and migration, to:

10.1.1. integrate migration management into development policies;

10.1.2. promote migrants as agents of development by assuring adequate and favourable conditions at national, regional and international levels;

10.1.3. sign bilateral and regional agreements for orderly migration management;

10.1.4. help countries of origin to improve their infrastructures and to create better conditions for international investments, in particular involving migrants;

10.1.5. link local initiatives with national, regional and international administrations concerned with managing migration and with co-development co-operation;

10.2. as regards co-development policies, to:

10.2.1. encourage migrants’ participation in drawing up co-development policies and projects;

10.2.2. promote the return of students and migrants meeting the needs of their countries of origin and include the provision of necessary re-employment training and grants;

10.2.3. provide financial and administrative support for co-development projects;

10.2.4. step up co-operation between the authorities concerned at the level of both the host country and the country of origin to ensure that co-development projects are monitored and assessed;

10.2.5. develop training programmes for migrants aimed at fostering two-way exchanges between the host country and the country of origin;

10.2.6. encourage circulation of information and the establishment of networks, including a database on co-development projects;

10.2.7. promote co-operation with diaspora communities and offer support to existing diaspora networks and organisations to help them address their own agendas for co-development;

10.2.8. involve actively young people and women, as well as youth and women’s organisations, in the co-development process;

10.2.9. collect information and data on diasporas and identify their initiatives, networks and associations, trade flows and remittances;

10.3. as regards remittances, to:

10.3.1. develop public policies focusing on increasing the positive impact of remittances, also by including the use of migrants’ skills, knowledge and unique position for the creation of new international trade and business opportunities;

10.3.2. encourage local authorities and banks to facilitate the use of migrants’ savings for local development projects;

10.3.3. encourage the work of non-governmental organisations that promote projects using remittances for poverty reduction and sustainable development in the countries of origin.

11. The Assembly also invites the relevant international agencies to conduct studies on the micro- and macro-economic impact of remittances and on the relationship between migration and remittances.

Read full text of Recommendation
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REC 1718 (2005): Co-development policy as a positive measure to regulate migratory flows

1. The Parliamentary Assembly refers to its Resolution 1462 (2005) on co-development policy as a positive measure to regulate migratory flows.

2. The Assembly considers that international co-operation regarding migration and development should be further reinforced with a view to promoting co-development policies and projects, maximising the benefits for all partners involved.

3. Therefore, the Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

3.1. ask the relevant intergovernmental committee to work out, in co-operation with the bodies concerned, policy guidelines for migration and co-development;

3.2. encourage the North-South Centre to make migration and co-development one of its principal programme areas;

3.3. consider how the Council of Europe Development Bank could be involved in the financing of co-development projects;

3.4. invite the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to continue to address the issue of co-development and migration in the Organisation’s programmes of activities.

Read full text of Recommendation
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E07 Social mobility

Not relevant

E08 Inclusion

REC 1625 (2003): Policies for the integration of immigrants in Council of Europe member states

7. Integration policies should have the dual aim of providing immigrants with the means to function in the society where they live and develop their potential while preserving their cultural and ethnic identity, and familiarising the non-immigrant population with the rights of immigrants, their culture, traditions and needs. Council of Europe member states should highlight the value of cultural, social and religious differences, but under no circumstances should it be possible to justify violations of human rights on the grounds of cultural tradition or religion. The respect for cultural and religious differences must rest on the respect for human rights by all those who live in a country, immigrants and non-immigrants.

8. The Assembly therefore recommends that the Committee of Ministers:

i. ask its relevant committees, and in particular the European Committee on Migration, to conduct research on a Council of Europe strategy for integration and propose recommendations to this end;

ii. further promote, through its Directorate General on Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport, activities to foster intercultural dialogue between immigrant and non-immigrant communities;

iii. encourage the Council of Europe Development Bank to consider applications for integration projects favourably;

iv. call on member states to:

a. create interministerial task forces on integration to steer and monitor the integration of immigrants working in consultation with the voluntary sector, community organisations and immigrants;

b. establish integration programmes for those immigrants who have recently arrived. Such programmes should:

– be accessible on a voluntary basis;

– be open to immigrants in possession of a residence permit which is valid for at least one year;

– be tailor-made to the individual needs of each beneficiary;

– include language tuition, information on the way of life and customs of the host society, including access to basic services such as health, housing and legal advice; 

– provide vocational orientation and guidance on entering the labour market of the host country as well as information on immigrants’ rights;

– provide for financial inducements to encourage participation;

c. grant immigrants who have been legally living in the country for at least three years the right to vote and stand in local elections and encourage activities to foster their active political participation;

d. adapt their legislation so as to allow dual or multiple citizenship;

e. facilitate family reunion;

f. encourage the active involvement of immigrant women in all aspects of the host society, including political life, as well as their access to education, vocational training and the labour market;

g .establish and implement a clear and transparent legal framework to fight against discrimination of racial or ethnic origin and ensure effective access to appeal against alleged violations of these principles;

h.ensure the wide circulation of information on legal recruitment channels for recruitment and on job offers, especially in community and immigrants’ organisations and other places habitually frequented by immigrants;

i. promote intercultural activities and other events aiming at improving knowledge of the culture of immigrants’ communities and provide adequate funding for them. 

Read full text of Recommendation
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E09 Peace / security

RES 1657 (2009): Riots in European cities: lessons and Council of Europe response

8. While every riot has its own characteristics, the Assembly believes that global, concerted solutions must be found within a cross-sectoral approach involving the different players (residents, social services, police, educational sphere).

9. For these reasons the Assembly asks the member states to: 

9.1. in the area of urban planning:

9.1.1. set up urban renovation schemes as soon as possible to rehabilitate dilapidated and insalubrious housing;

9.1.2. build new social housing on a human scale; wherever possible, encourage large companies to develop economic activities in disadvantaged areas with a view to improving both housing and employment conditions in these areas;

9.1.3. step up urban planning projects in terms of facilities and services in peripheral urban zones;

9.1.4. promote social mixing in all urban districts. Those willing to leave the disadvantaged areas should be given more opportunities to move to new accommodation in other parts of the city or elsewhere in the country; this will also improve integration within society;

9.2. in the area of combating social exclusion:

9.2.1. introduce major policies to combat precariousness;

9.2.2. combat all forms of ethnic and social discrimination both on the labour market and in the allocation of housing, through public actions or awareness-raising campaigns;

9.2.3. introduce employment policies both promoting the recruitment of residents of disadvantaged areas and encouraging companies to set up in those areas;

9.2.4. consider introducing tax incentives for those companies/organisations who agree to take on board more people from disadvantaged areas;

9.2.5. step up efforts to build awareness and understanding among communities living on housing estates with respect to state services (police, firemen, administrative services);

9.2.6. support and intensify the efforts of the social and medical services and the voluntary sector working to maintain social bonds;

9.2.7. introduce quotas for children from disadvantaged areas to allow easier access to educational institutions and sponsorship or scholarships;

9.2.8. promote educational policies providing better career guidance for the younger members of communities, notably towards highly specialised fields, including skilled self-employment;

9.2.9. confirm a policy of integration and increase programmes aimed at integrating immigrants; 

9.2.10. encourage intercultural and inter-religious dialogue;

9.3. in the area of improving the state's role:

9.3.1. encourage the integration of migrants through creating opportunities for their greater participation in public life and granting the right to vote at local level, in line with Assembly Resolution 1618 (2008) on measures to improve the democratic participation of migrants;

9.3.2. encourage community policing initiatives with a view to closer interaction between the population in difficult areas and law-enforcement officials;

9.3.3. help improve community policing by assisting the training of police officers;

9.3.4. improve training for law-enforcement agencies with respect to both preventing and dealing with riots;

9.3.5. entrust action against all forms of crime on housing estates to experienced police officers;

9.3.6. combat all infringements of human rights, particularly in the areas of discrimination, racism, xenophobia and above all police brutality;

9.3.7. place emphasis on mediation and conciliation;

9.3.8. condemn, investigate and punish any excessive and unjustified use of force;

9.3.9. support and reinforce the role of local authorities in taking effective action and preventing new outbreaks of rioting;

9.4. as regards the coverage and presentation of these events, the media should be encouraged to:

9.4.1. avoid any excessive and caricatural depictions of riots;

9.4.2. carry out research and comparative analysis on long-term consequences of the limited coverage or total absence of coverage of violent riots in the media;

9.4.3. avoid propagating stereotypes and other prejudices regarding life on housing estates and their residents;

9.4.4. promote the representation of people from diverse backgrounds in the media.

Read full text of Resolution
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F - Personal balance

G - Feelings of well-being / ill-being

H – Attitudes and initiatives
H07 Commitment within civic life

RES 1778 (2010): Promoting volunteering in Europe 

5.       With an eye to 2011, the Assembly wishes to send out a positive message to the Council of Europe member states and to initiate practical schemes in order to highlight the importance of active citizenship through participation in public life. The Assembly therefore invites member states to:

5.1.       promote an energetic policy in favour of voluntary service and be involved during the European Year of Volunteers in 2011 in campaigns to raise awareness about voluntary service, in close co-operation with the European Union;

5.2.       sign and ratify the Council of Europe European Convention on the Promotion of a Transnational Long-term Voluntary Service for Young People;

5.3.       create an instrument for assessing the value of voluntary service in order to enhance its recognition by the political authorities and incorporate it into all budgetary considerations at national, regional and local level;

5.4.       consider introducing, if they have not yet done so, tax-deductibility of donations made to voluntary service associations;

5.5.       introduce a volunteer status to facilitate access to voluntary work;

5.6.       recognise the impact of voluntary service on local development and encourage the introduction of official policies agreed between local authorities and voluntary organisations;

5.7.       develop systems for official recognition of informal learning and skills developed through experiences with voluntary service;

5.8.       set up a social protection system for long-term volunteers and those who work more than a specified number of hours and to credit voluntary action for the acquisition of pension rights;

5.9.       encourage the development of voluntary activities for all age groups by strengthening inter-generational solidarity and removing the possible legal and administrative obstacles to the active involvement of older people;

5.10.        promote “food banks” ensuring voluntary collection of foodstuffs from private individuals or companies and distributing them free of charge to needy families and individuals;

5.11.       create a legal framework for voluntary work tailored to the multi-ethnic realities of a number of Council of Europe member states and develop targeted programmes for enhancing diversity in voluntary associations through the recruitment of migrant volunteers;

5.12.       recognise that volunteer work is one of the few areas where there exists a balanced participation of women and men in terms of responsibilities and decision making and that ways should be found to build bridges between this experience in the voluntary service and other sectors, including the political sector.

Read full text of Resolution
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PreamblePRIVATE 



The governments signatory hereto, being members of the Coun​cil of Europe,



Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is the achievement of greater unity between its members for the purpose of safe​guarding and realising the ideals and princi​ples which are their common heritage and of facilitating their economic and social prog​ress, in particular by the maintenance and further realisat​ion of human rights and fundamental freedoms;



C​onsidering that in the European Con​vention for the Protec​tion of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms signed at Rome on 4 Novem​ber 1950, and the Proto​cols thereto, the member States of the Council of Europe agreed to secure to their populations the civil and political rights and freedoms therein specified;



Considering that in the European Social Charter opened for signature in Turin on 18 October 1961 and the Protocols thereto, the member States of the Council of Europe agreed to secure to their populations the social rights specified therein in order to improve their standard of living and their social well-being;



Recalling that the Ministerial Conference on Human Rights held in Rome on 5 November 1990 stressed the need, on the one hand, to preserve the indivisible nature of all human rights, be they civil, political, economic, social or cultural and, on the other hand, to give the European Social Charter fresh impetus;



Resolved, as was decided during the Ministerial Conference held in Turin on 21 and 22 October 1991, to update and adapt the substantive contents of the Charter in order to take account in particular of the fundamental social changes which have occurred since the text was adopted;



Recognising the advantage of embodying in a Revised Charter, designed progressively to take the place of the European Social Charter, the rights guaranteed by the Charter as amended, the rights guaranteed by the Additional Protocol of 1988 and to add new rights,



Have agreed as fol​lows:

Part I


The Par​ties accept as the aim of their poli​cy, to be pursued by all appropriate means both national and interna​tional in charac​ter, the attainment of conditions in which the fol​lowing rights and principles may be effec​tively reali​sed:


1
Every​one shall have the opportunity to earn his living in an occupation freely entered upon.


2
All workers have the right to just conditions of work.


3
All workers have the right to safe and healthy working condi​tions.


4
All workers have the right to a fair remunera​tion suffi​cient for a decent standard of living for them​selves and their fami​lies.


5
All workers and employers have the right to freedom of association in national or international orga​nisa​tions for the protection of their economic and social inter​ests.


6
All workers and employers have the right to bargain collec​tively.


7
Children and young persons have the right to a special protection against the physical and moral hazards to which they are exposed.


8
Employed women, in case of mater​nity, have the right to a special protection. 


9
Everyone has the right to appropriate facilities for voca​tional guid​ance with a view to helping him choose an occupa​tion suited to his personal aptitude and interests.


10
Everyone has the right to appro​priate facili​ties for voca​tional training.


11
Everyone has the right to benefit from any measures en​abling him to enjoy the highest possible standard of health attain​able.


12
All workers and their dependents have the right to social securi​ty.


13
Anyone without adequate resources has the right to social and medi​cal assistance.


14
Everyone has the right to benefit from social welfare services.


15
Disabled persons have the right to independence, social integration and participation in the life of the community.


16
The family as a fundamental unit of society has the right to appropriate social, legal and economic protec​tion to ensure its full development.


17
Chil​dren and young persons have the right to appropriate social, legal and economic protection.


18
The nation​als of any one of the Parties have the right to engage in any gainful occupation in the territo​ry of any one of the others on a footing of equality with the na​tionals of the latter, subject to restrictions based on cogent economic or social reasons.


19
Migrant workers who are nationals of a Party and their families have the right to pro​tection and assis​tance in the territory of any other Party.


20
All workers have the right to equal opportunities and equal treatment in matters of employment and occupation without discrimination on the grounds of sex.


21
Workers have the right to be informed and to be consulted within the undertaking.


22
Workers have the right to take part in the determination and improvement of the working conditions and working environment in the undertaking.


23
Every elderly person has the right to social protection.


24
All workers have the right to protection in cases of termination of employment.


25
All workers have the right to protection of their claims in the event of the insolvency of their employer.


26
All workers have the right to dignity at work.


27
All persons with family responsibilities and who are engaged or wish to engage in employment have a right to do so without being subject to discrimination and as far as possible without conflict between their employment and family responsibilities.


28
Workers’ representatives in undertakings have the right to protection against acts prejudicial to them and should be afforded appropriate facilities to carry out their functions.


29
All workers have the right to be informed and consulted in collective redundancy procedures.


30
Everyone has the right to protection against poverty and social exclusion.


31
Everyone has the right to housing.

Part II


The Par​ties undertake, as provided for in Part III, to consider them​selves bound by the obliga​tions laid down in the following articles and paragraphs.



Article 1 –
The right to work


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to work, the Parties under​take:


1
to accept as one of their primary aims and respon​sibili​ties the achieve​ment and maintenance of as high and stable a level of employ​ment as possible, with a view to the attainment of full employment;


2
to protect effectively the right of the worker to earn his living in an occupation freely entered upon;


3
to establish or maintain free employ​ment services for all work​ers;


4
to provide or promote appropriate vocational guid​ance, training and reha​bilitation.

Back


Article 2 –
The right to just conditions of work


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to just condi​tions of work, the Parties undertake:


1
to provide for reasonable daily and weekly working hours, the working week to be progressively reduced to the extent that the increase of productivity and other relevant factors permit;


2
to provide for public holidays with pay;


3
to pro​vide for a minimum of four weeks’ annual holiday with pay;


4
to eliminate risks in inherently dangerous or unhealthy occupations, and where it has not yet been possible to eliminate or reduce sufficiently these risks, to provide for either a reduction of working hours or additional paid holidays for workers engaged in such occupations; 


5
to ensure a weekly rest period which shall, as far as possible, coincide with the day recognised by tradi​tion or custom in the country or region con​cerned as a day of rest;


6
to ensure that workers are informed in written form, as soon as possible, and in any event not later than two months after the date of commencing their employment, of the essential aspects of the contract or employment relationship;


7
to ensure that workers performing night work benefit from measures which take account of the special nature of the work.
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Article 3 –
The right to safe and healthy working conditions


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to safe and healthy working conditions, the Parties undertake, in consultation with employers’ and workers’ organisations:


1
to formulate, implement and periodically review a coherent national policy on occupational safety, occupational health and the working environment. The primary aim of this policy shall be to improve occupational safety and health and to prevent accidents and injury to health arising out of, linked with or occurring in the course of work, particularly by minimising the causes of hazards inherent in the working environment;


2
to issue safety and health regulations;


3
to provide for the enforcement of such regulations by measures of supervision;


4
to promote the progressive development of occupational health services for all workers with essentially preventive and advisory functions.
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Article 4 –
The right to a fair remuneration



With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to a fair remu​neration, the Parties under​take:


1
to recognise the right of workers to a remu​neration such as will give them and their families a decent standard of living;


2
to recog​nise the right of workers to an increased rate of remunera​tion for overtime work, subject to exceptions in particular cases;


3
to recognise the right of men and women workers to equal pay for work of equal value;


4
to recogn​ise the right of all workers to a reason​able period of notice for termina​tion of employment;


5
to permit deductions from wages only under conditions and to the extent prescribed by national laws or regulations or fixed by col​lective agree​ments or arbitration awards.



The exercise of these rights shall be achieved by freely concluded collective agreements, by statu​tory wage‑fi​xing machinery, or by other means appro​priate to national conditions.
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Article 5 –
The right to organise


With a view to ensuring or promot​ing the freedom of workers and employers to form local, national or internation​al organ​isati​ons for the pro​tection of their economic and social interests and to join those organi​satio​ns, the Parties undertake that national law shall not be such as to impair, nor shall it be so applied as to impair, this freedom. The extent to which the guarantees provided for in this article shall apply to the police shall be deter​mined by national laws or regulations. The principle govern​ing the application to the members of the armed forces of these guarantees and the extent to which they shall apply to per​sons in this category shall equally be determined by national laws or regulations.
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Article 6 –
The right to bargain collectively



With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to bargain collectively, the Parties under​take:


1
to pro​mote joint con​sulta​tion between workers and employ​ers;


2
to promote, where necessary and appropri​ate, machinery for voluntary negotia​tions between employers or employers’ organi​sations and workers’ organisations, with a view to the regulation of terms and conditions of employment by means of collective agreements;


3
to promote the estab​lishment and use of appro​priate machin​ery for conciliation and voluntary arbitration for the settlement of labour dis​putes; 



and recognise:


4
the right of workers and employers to collec​tive action in cases of conflicts of interest, including the right to strike, subject to obligations that might arise out of col​lective agreements previously entered into.
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Article 7 –
The right of children and young persons to protection


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of children and young persons to protection, the Parties undertake:


1
to provide that the minimum age of admission to em​ployment shall be 15 years, subject to excep​tions for chil​dren employed in prescribed light work without harm to their health, morals or education;


2
to provide that the minimum age of admission to employment shall be 18 years with respect to prescribed occupations regarded as dangerous or unhealthy;


3
to pro​vide that persons who are still subject to compulso​ry educa​tion shall not be em​ployed in such work as would deprive them of the full benefit of their education;


4
to provide that the working hours of persons under 18 years of age shall be limited in accordance with the needs of their development, and particularly with their need for vocational training;


5
to recognise the right of young workers and apprentic​es to a fair wage or other appropriate allowanc​es;


6
to provide that the time spent by young persons in voca​tional training during the normal working hours with the consent of the employer shall be treated as forming part of the working day;


7
to provide that employed persons of under 18 years of age shall be entitled to a minimum of four weeks’ annual holiday with pay;


8
to provide that persons under 18 years of age shall not be employed in night work with the exception of certain occupa​tions provided for by national laws or regula​tions;


9
to provide that persons under 18 years of age employed in occu​pations prescribed by national laws or regu​lations shall be subject to regular medical control;


10
to ensure special protection against physical and moral dangers to which chil​dren and young per​sons are ex​posed, and particu​larly against those resulting directly or indirectly from their work.
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Article 8 –
The right of employed women to protection of maternity


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of employed women to the protection of maternity, the Parties undertake:


1
to provide either by paid leave, by adequate social security benefits or by benefits from public funds for employed women to take leave before and after childbirth up to a total of at least fourteen weeks;


2
to consider it as unlawful for an employer to give a woman notice of dismissal during the period from the time she notifies her employer that she is pregnant until the end of her maternity leave, or to give her notice of dismissal at such a time that the notice would expire during such a period; 


3
to provide that mothers who are nursing their infants shall be entitled to sufficient time off for this purpose;


4
to regulate the employment in night work of pregnant women, women who have recently given birth and women nursing their infants;


5
to prohibit the employment of pregnant women, women who have recently given birth or who are nursing their infants in underground mining and all other work which is unsuitable by reason of its dangerous, unhealthy or arduous nature and to take appropriate measures to protect the employment rights of these women.
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Article 9 –
The right to vocational guidance


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to vocational guidance, the Parties under​take to provide or promote, as necessary, a service which will assist all per​sons, including the handicapped, to solve problems related to occupational choice and progress, with due regard to the individual’s characteristics and their relation to occupa​tional opportuni​ty: this assistance should be available free of charge, both to young persons, including schoolchil​dren, and to adults.
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Article 10 –
The right to vocational training


With a view to ensuring the effective exer​cise of the right to vocational training, the Parties under​take:


1
to provide or promote, as necessary, the tech​nical and voca​tional training of all persons, includ​ing the handi​cap​ped, in consul​tation with employers’ and workers’ organi​sations, and to grant facilities for access to higher techni​cal and uni​versity education, based solely on individu​al aptitude;


2
to pro​vide or promote a system of apprentice​ship and other system​atic arrangements for training young boys and girls in their various employ​ments;


3
to provide or pro​mote, as necessary:



a
adequate and readily available train​ing facil​ities for adult workers;



b
special facili​ties for the retraining of adult workers needed as a result of tech​nological development or new trends in employ​ment;


4
to provide or promote, as necessary, special measures for the retraining and reintegration of the long-term unemployed;


5
to encourage the full utilisation of the facilities provid​ed by appropriate measures such as:



a
reducing or abolishing any fees or charges;



b
granting financial assis​tance in appro​priate cases;




c
including in the normal working hours time spent on sup​plemen​tary training taken by the worker, at the request of his employer, during employ​ment;



d
ensuring, through adequate supervision, in consul​tation with the emplo​yers’ and workers’ organisations, the efficiency of appren​ticeship and other training arrange​ments for young workers, and the adequate protection of young workers generally.
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Article 11 –
The right to protection of health


With a view to ensur​ing the effective exercise of the right to protection of health, the Parties under​take, either directly or in co‑oper​ation with public or private organisations, to take appropriate measures designed inter alia:


1
to remove as far as possible the causes of ill‑health;


2
to provide advisory and educa​tional facilities for the promotion of health and the encouragement of individ​ual responsibility in matters of health;


3
to prevent as far as possible epidemic, endemic and other diseases, as well as accidents.
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Article 12 –
The right to social security


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to social secu​rity, the Parties undertake:


1
to establish or maintain a system of social security;


2
to maintain the social security system at a satisfactory level at least equal to that necessary for the ratification of the European Code of Social Security; 


3
to endeavour to raise progres​sively the system of social security to a higher level;


4
to take steps, by the conclu​sion of appropriate bilat​eral and multilateral agree​ments or by other means, and subject to the conditions laid down in such agreements, in order to ensure:



a
equal treat​ment with their own nationals of the nationals of other Parties in respect of social security rights, including the retention of benefits arising out of social security legisla​tion, whatever move​ments the persons protect​ed may undertake between the terri​tories of the Parties;



b
the granting, mainte​nance and resump​tion of social securi​ty rights by such means as the accumula​tion of insurance or employment periods com​pleted under the legisla​tion of each of the Parties.
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Article 13 –
The right to social and medical assistance


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to social and medical assistance, the Parties under​take:


1
to ensure that any person who is with​out adequate resources and who is unable to secure such resources either by his own efforts or from other sourc​es, in particular by benefits under a social security scheme, be granted adequate assis​tance, and, in case of sickness, the care necessitated by his condition;


2
to ensure that persons receiving such assis​tance shall not, for that reason, suffer from a diminu​tion of their political or social rights;


3
to provide that every​one may receive by appropriate public or private servic​es such advice and personal help as may be required to pre​vent, to remove, or to alleviate per​sonal or family want;


4
to apply the provisions referred to in para​graphs 1, 2 and 3 of this article on an equal footing with their nation​als to nationals of other Par​ties lawfully within their territo​ries, in accordance with their obligations under the European Convention on Social and Medical Assistance, signed at Paris on 11 December 1953.
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Article 14 –
The right to benefit from social welfare services


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to benefit from social welfare servic​es, the Parties under​take:


1
to promote or provide services which, by using methods of social work, would contribute to the welfare and develop​ment of both individuals and groups in the community, and to their adjust​ment to the social environ​ment;


2
to encourage the partici​pation of individuals and voluntary or other organisa​tions in the establishment and maintenance of such services.
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Article 15 –
The right of persons with disabilities to independence, social integration and participation in the life of the community


With a view to ensuring to persons with disabilities, irrespective of age and the nature and origin of their disabilities, the effective exercise of the right to independence, social integration and participation in the life of the community, the Parties undertake, in particular:


1
to take the necessary measures to provide persons with disabilities with guidance, education and vocational training in the framework of general schemes wherever possible or, where this is not possible, through specialised bodies, public or private;


2
to promote their access to employment through all measures tending to encourage employers to hire and keep in employment persons with disabilities in the ordinary working environment and to adjust the working conditions to the needs of the disabled or, where this is not possible by reason of the disability, by arranging for or creating sheltered employment according to the level of disability. In certain cases, such measures may require recourse to specialised placement and support services;


3
to promote their full social integration and participation in the life of the community in particular through measures, including technical aids, aiming to overcome barriers to communication and mobility and enabling access to transport, housing, cultural activities and leisure.

Back


Article 16 –
The right of the family to social, legal and economic protection


With a view to ensuring the necessary conditions for the full development of the family, which is a fundamen​tal unit of society, the Parties under​take to promote the economic, legal and social protection of family life by such means as social and family benefits, fiscal arrangements, provision of family housing, benefits for the newly married and other appropri​ate means.
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Article 17 –
The right of children and young persons to social, legal and economic protection


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of children and young persons to grow up in an environment which encourages the full development of their personality and of their physical and mental capacities, the Parties undertake, either directly or in co-operation with public and private organisations, to take all appropriate and necessary measures designed:


1
a
to ensure that children and young persons, taking account of the rights and duties of their parents, have the care, the assistance, the education and the training they need, in particular by providing for the establishment or maintenance of institutions and services sufficient and adequate for this purpose;



b
to protect children and young persons against negligence, violence or exploitation;



c
to provide protection and special aid from the state for children and young persons temporarily or definitively deprived of their family’s support;


2
to provide to children and young persons a free primary and secondary education as well as to encourage regular attendance at schools.
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Article 18 –
The right to engage in a gainful occupation in the territory of other Parties


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to engage in a gainful occu​pation in the territory of any other Party, the Parties under​take:


1
to apply existing regula​tions in a spirit of liber​ality;


2
to simplify exist​ing formalities and to reduce or abolish chancery dues and other charges payable by foreign workers or their employers;


3
to liberalise, individually or collectively, regula​tions governing the employment of foreign workers;



and recognise:


4
the right of their na​tionals to leave the country to en​gage in a gainful occupa​tion in the territories of the other Parties.
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Article 19 –
The right of migrant workers and their families to protection and assistance


With a view to ensur​ing the effective exercise of the right of migrant workers and their families to protec​tion and assis​tance in the terri​tory of any other Party, the Parties undertake:


1
to maintain or to satisfy themselves that there are main​tained adequate and free ser​vices to assist such workers, particular​ly in obtain​ing accurate information, and to take all appro​pri​ate steps, so far as national laws and regula​tions permit, against mislead​ing propaganda relating to emigration and immigration;


2
to adopt appropriate measures within their own juris​diction to facilitate the departure, journey and reception of such work​ers and their families, and to provide, within their own jurisdic​tion, appropriate ser​vices for health, medical atten​tion and good hygienic condi​tions during the journey;


3
to promote co‑operation, as appropriate, between social services, public and private, in emigration and immi​gration countries;


4
to secure for such workers lawfully within their territo​ries, insofar as such matters are regulated by law or regula​tions or are subject to the control of adminis​trative author​ities, treatment not less favourable than that of their own nation​als in respect of the following matters:



a
remunera​tion and other employment and working conditions;



b
member​ship of trade unions and enjoy​ment of the benefits of collec​tive bargaining;



c
accommo​dation;


5
to secure for such workers lawfully within their territo​ries treatment not less favourable than that of their own nationals with regard to employment taxes, dues or contribu​tions payable in respect of employed persons;


6
to facili​tate as far as possible the reunion of the family of a for​eign worker per​mitted to estab​lish himself in the terri​tory;


7
to secure for such workers lawfully within their territo​ries treatment not less favou​rable than that of their own nationals in respect of legal proceedings relating to matters referred to in this article;


8
to secure that such workers lawfully residing within their territories are not expelled unless they endan​ger national security or offend against public interest or moral​ity;


9
to permit, within legal limits, the transfer of such parts of the earnings and sav​ings of such workers as they may desire;


10
to extend the protection and assistance provided for in this article to self‑employed migrants insofar as such mea​sures apply;


11
to promote and facilitate the teaching of the national language of the receiving state or, if there are several, one of these languages, to migrant workers and members of their families;


12
to promote and facilitate, as far as practicable, the teaching of the migrant worker’s mother tongue to the children of the migrant worker.
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Article 20 –
The right to equal opportunities and equal treatment in matters of employment and occupation without discrimination on the grounds of sex


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to equal opportunities and equal treatment in matters of employment and occupation without discrimination on the grounds of sex, the Parties undertake to recognise that right and to take appropriate measures to ensure or promote its application in the following fields:



a
access to employment, protection against dismissal and occupational reintegration;



b
vocational guidance, training, retraining and rehabilitation;



c
terms of employment and working conditions, including remuneration;



d
career development, including promotion.
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Article 21 –
The right to information and consultation


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of workers to be informed and consulted within the undertaking, the Parties undertake to adopt or encourage measures enabling workers or their representatives, in accordance with national legislation and practice:



a
to be informed regularly or at the appropriate time and in a comprehensible way about the economic and financial situation of the undertaking employing them, on the understanding that the disclosure of certain information which could be prejudicial to the undertaking may be refused or subject to confidentiality; and 



b
to be consulted in good time on proposed decisions which could substantially affect the interests of workers, particularly on those decisions which could have an important impact on the employment situation in the undertaking.
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Article 22 –
The right to take part in the determination and improvement of the working conditions and working environment


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of workers to take part in the determination and improvement of the working conditions and working environment in the undertaking, the Parties undertake to adopt or encourage measures enabling workers or their representatives, in accordance with national legislation and practice, to contribute:



a
to the determination and the improvement of the working conditions, work organisation and working environment;



b
to the protection of health and safety within the undertaking;



c
to the organisation of social and socio‑cultural services and facilities within the undertaking;



d
to the supervision of the observance of regulations on these matters.
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Article 23 –
The right of elderly persons to social protection



With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of elderly persons to social protection, the Parties undertake to adopt or encourage, either directly or in co‑operation with public or private organisations, appropriate measures designed in particular:


–
to enable elderly persons to remain full members of society for as long as possible, by means of: 




a
adequate resources enabling them to lead a decent life and play an active part in public, social and cultural life;




b
provision of information about services and facilities available for elderly persons and their opportunities to make use of them;


–
to enable elderly persons to choose their life‑style freely and to lead independent lives in their familiar surroundings for as long as they wish and are able, by means of:




a
provision of housing suited to their needs and their state of health or of adequate support for adapting their housing;




b
the health care and the services necessitated by their state;


–
to guarantee elderly persons living in institutions appropriate support, while respecting their privacy, and participation in decisions concerning living conditions in the institution.
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Article 24 –
The right to protection in cases of termination of employment



With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of workers to protection in cases of termination of employment, the Parties undertake to recognise:



a
the right of all workers not to have their employment terminated without valid reasons for such termination connected with their capacity or conduct or based on the operational requirements of the undertaking, establishment or service; 



b
the right of workers whose employment is terminated without a valid reason to adequate compensation or other appropriate relief.



To this end the Parties undertake to ensure that a worker who considers that his employment has been terminated without a valid reason shall have the right to appeal to an impartial body.
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Article 25 –
The right of workers to the protection of their claims in the event of the insolvency of their employer



With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of workers to the protection of their claims in the event of the insolvency of their employer, the Parties undertake to provide that workers’ claims arising from contracts of employment or employment relationships be guaranteed by a guarantee institution or by any other effective form of protection. 
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Article 26 –
The right to dignity at work



With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of all workers to protection of their dignity at work, the Parties undertake, in consultation with employers’ and workers’ organisations:


1
to promote awareness, information and prevention of sexual harassment in the workplace or in relation to work and to take all appropriate measures to protect workers from such conduct;


2
to promote awareness, information and prevention of recurrent reprehensible or distinctly negative and offensive actions directed against individual workers in the workplace or in relation to work and to take all appropriate measures to protect workers from such conduct.
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Article 27 –
The right of workers with family responsibilities to equal opportunities and equal treatment


With a view to ensuring the exercise of the right to equality of opportunity and treatment for men and women workers with family responsibilities and between such workers and other workers, the Parties undertake:


1
to take appropriate measures:



a
to enable workers with family responsibilities to enter and remain in employment, as well as to re-enter employment after an absence due to those responsibilities, including measures in the field of vocational guidance and training;



b
to take account of their needs in terms of conditions of employment and social security;



c
to develop or promote services, public or private, in particular child daycare services and other childcare arrangements;


2
to provide a possibility for either parent to obtain, during a period after maternity leave, parental leave to take care of a child, the duration and conditions of which should be determined by national legislation, collective agreements or practice;


3
to ensure that family responsibilities shall not, as such, constitute a valid reason for termination of employment.
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Article 28 –
The right of workers’ representatives to protection in the undertaking and facilities to be accorded to them


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of workers’ representatives to carry out their functions, the Parties undertake to ensure that in the undertaking:



a
they enjoy effective protection against acts prejudicial to them, including dismissal, based on their status or activities as workers’ representatives within the undertaking;



b
they are afforded such facilities as may be appropriate in order to enable them to carry out their functions promptly and efficiently, account being taken of the industrial relations system of the country and the needs, size and capabilities of the undertaking concerned.
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Article 29 –
The right to information and consultation in collective redundancy procedures


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of workers to be informed and consulted in situations of collective redundancies, the Parties undertake to ensure that employers shall inform and consult workers’ representatives, in good time prior to such collective redundancies, on ways and means of avoiding collective redundancies or limiting their occurrence and mitigating their consequences, for example by recourse to accompanying social measures aimed, in particular, at aid for the redeployment or retraining of the workers concerned.
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Article 30 –
The right to protection against poverty and social exclusion


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to protection against poverty and social exclusion, the Parties undertake:



a
to take measures within the framework of an overall and co-ordinated approach to promote the effective access of persons who live or risk living in a situation of social exclusion or poverty, as well as their families, to, in particular, employment, housing, training, education, culture and social and medical assistance;



b
to review these measures with a view to their adaptation if necessary.
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Article 31 –
The right to housing 


With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right to housing, the Parties undertake to take measures designed:


1
to promote access to housing of an adequate standard;


2
to prevent and reduce homelessness with a view to its gradual elimination;


3
to make the price of housing accessible to those without adequate resources.
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Part III



Article A –
Undertakings


1
Subject to the provisions of Article B below, each of the Parties under​takes:



a
to consider Part I of this Char​ter as a declara​tion of the aims which it will pursue by all appro​pri​ate means, as stated in the introducto​ry paragraph of that part;



b
to consider itself bound by at least six of the following nine articles of Part II of this Charter: Articles 1, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 16, 19 and 20;



c
to consider itself bound by an additional number of articles or numbered para​graphs of Part II of the Charter which it may select, provided that the total number of articles or num​bered paragraphs by which it is bound is not less than sixteen articles or sixty-three numbered para​graphs.


2
The articles or paragraphs selected in accordance with sub‑parag​raphs b and c of paragraph 1 of this arti​cle shall be notified to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe at the time when the instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval is deposited.


3
Any Party may, at a later date, declare by noti​fication addressed to the Secretary Ge​neral that it considers itself bound by any articles or any numbered para​graphs of Part II of the Charter which it has not already accepted under the terms of paragraph 1 of this article. Such undertakings subsequently given shall be deemed to be an integral part of the ratifica​tion, acceptance or approv​al and shall have the same effect as from the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of one month after the date of the notification. 


4
Each Party shall maintain a system of labour inspec​tion appropri​ate to national condi​tions.



Article B –
Links with the European Social Charter and the 1988 Additional Protocol


1
No Contracting Party to the European Social Charter or Party to the Additional Protocol of 5 May 1988 may ratify, accept or approve this Charter without considering itself bound by at least the provisions corresponding to the provisions of the European Social Charter and, where appropriate, of the Additional Protocol, to which it was bound.


2
Acceptance of the obligations of any provision of this Charter shall, from the date of entry into force of those obligations for the Party concerned, result in the corresponding provision of the European Social Charter and, where appropriate, of its Additional Protocol of 1988 ceasing to apply to the Party concerned in the event of that Party being bound by the first of those instruments or by both instruments.

Part IV



Article C –
Supervision of the implementation of the undertakings contained in this Charter 



The implementation of the legal obligations contained in this Charter shall be submitted to the same supervision as the European Social Charter.



Article D –
Collective complaints


1
The provisions of the Additional Protocol to the European Social Charter providing for a system of collective complaints shall apply to the undertakings given in this Charter for the States which have ratified the said Protocol.


2
Any State which is not bound by the Additional Protocol to the European Social Charter providing for a system of collective complaints may when depositing its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of this Charter or at any time thereafter, declare by notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, that it accepts the supervision of its obligations under this Charter following the procedure provided for in the said Protocol.

Part V



Article E –
Non-discrimination



The enjoyment of the rights set forth in this Charter shall be secured without discrimination on any ground such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national extraction or social origin, health, association with a national minority, birth or other status.



Article F –
Derogations in time of war or public emergency


1
In time of war or other public emergency threatening the life of the nation any Party may take mea​sures derogating from its obliga​tions under this Charter to the extent strict​ly required by the exigencies of the situa​tion, provided that such measures are not inconsis​tent with its other obligations under international law.


2
Any Party which has availed itself of this right of derogation shall, within a reasonable lapse of time, keep the Secretary Gene​ral of the Council of Europe fully informed of the measures taken and of the reasons therefor. It shall likewise inform the Secretary General when such measures have ceased to operate and the provisions of the Charter which it has accepted are again being fully executed.



Article G –
Restrictions


1
The rights and prin​ciples set forth in Part I when effec​tively realised, and their effective exercise as provid​ed for in Part II, shall not be subject to any restric​tions or limitations not specified in those parts, except such as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others or for the protection of public interest, national security, public health, or morals.


2
The restric​tions permitted under this Charter to the rights and obliga​tions set forth herein shall not be applied for any purpose other than that for which they have been prescribed.



Article H –
Relations between the Charter and domestic law or international agree​ments



The provisions of this Charter shall not preju​dice the provi​sions of domestic law or of any bilateral or multilater​al treaties, conventions or agreements which are already in force, or may come into force, under which more favourable treatment would be accorded to the persons pro​tected.



Article I –
Implementation of the undertakings given


1
Without prejudice to the methods of implementation foreseen in these articles the relevant provisions of Articles 1 to 31 of Part II of this Charter shall be implemented by:



a
laws or regulations;



b
agreements between employers or employers’ organisations and workers’ organisations;



c
a combination of those two methods; 



d
other appropriate means.


2
Compliance with the undertakings deriving from the provisions of paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 of Article 2, paragraphs 4, 6 and 7 of Article 7, paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 5 of Article 10 and Articles 21 and 22 of Part II of this Charter shall be regarded as effective if the provisions are applied, in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article, to the great majority of the workers concerned.



Article J –
Amendments


1
Any amend​ment to Parts I and II of this Charter with the purpose of extending the rights guaranteed in this Charter as well as any amendment to Parts III to VI, proposed by a Party or by the Governmental Committee, shall be commu​nicated to the Secretary G​eneral of the Council of Europe and forwarded by the Secretary General to the Parties to this Charter. 


2
Any amendment proposed in accordance with the provisions of the preceding paragraph shall be examined by the Governmental Committee which shall submit the text adopted to the Committee of Ministers for approval after consultation with the Parliamentary Assembly. After its approval by the Committee of Ministers this text shall be forwarded to the Parties for acceptance. 


3
Any amendment to Part I and to Part II of this Charter shall enter into force, in respect of those Parties which have accepted it, on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of one month after the date on which three Parties have informed the Secretary Gene​ral that they have accepted it.



In respect of any Party which subsequently accepts it, the amendment shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of one month after the date on which that Party has informed the Secretary General of its acceptance.


4
Any amendment to Parts III to VI of this Charter shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of one month after the date on which all Parties have informed the Secretary General that they have accepted it.

Part VI



Article K –
Signature, ratification and entry into force


1
This Charter shall be open for signa​ture by the mem​ber States of the Council of Europe. It shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. Instru​ments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Secreta​ry General of the Council of Eu​rope.


2
This Charter shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of one month after the date on which three member States of the Council of Europe have expressed their consent to be bound by this Charter in accordance with the preceding paragraph.


3
In respect of any member State which subse​quently expresses its consent to be bound by this Charter, it shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of one month after the date of the depos​it of the instrument of ratification, acceptance or approv​al.



Article L –
Territorial application


1
This Charter shall apply to the metropolitan terri​tory of each Party. Each signatory may, at the time of signa​ture or of the deposit of its in​strument of ratification, acceptance or approval, speci​fy, by declaration addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, the territory which shall be considered to be its metropoli​tan territory for this purpose.


2
Any signatory may, at the time of signature or of the deposit of its instrument of ratifi​cation, acceptance or approv​al, or at any time thereafter, de​clare by notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Coun​cil of Europe, that the Charter shall extend in whole or in part to a non‑metropoli​tan territory or territories specified in the said declara​tion for whose international relations it is responsi​ble or for which it assumes interna​tional responsi​bility. It shall specify in the declaration the articles or paragraphs of Part II of the Charter which it accepts as binding in respect of the terri​tories named in the declara​tion.


3
The Charter shall extend its application to the territory or terri​tories named in the aforesaid decla​ration as from the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of one month after the date of receipt of the notification of such declaration by the Secretary General. 


4
Any Party may declare at a later date by notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe that, in respect of one or more of the territories to which the Charter has been applied in accor​dance with paragraph 2 of this article, it accepts as binding any arti​cles or any numbered paragraphs which it has not already accepted in respect of that territo​ry or territories. Such undertakings subsequently given shall be deemed to be an integral part of the original decla​ration in respect of the territory con​cerned, and shall have the same effect as from the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of one month after the date of receipt of such notification by the Secretary General.



Article M –
Denunciation


1
Any Party may denounce this Charter only at the end of a period of five years from the date on which the Charter entered into force for it, or at the end of any subsequent period of two years, and in either case after giving six months’ notice to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe who shall inform the other Parties accord​ingly. 


2
Any Party may, in accor​dance with the provi​sions set out in the preceding paragraph, denounce any arti​cle or paragraph of Part II of the Charter accepted by it provided that the number of articles or para​graphs by which this Party is bound shall never be less than sixteen in the former case and sixty-three in the latter and that this number of articles or para​graphs shall continue to include the articles selected by the Party among those to which special reference is made in Arti​cle A, paragraph 1, sub‑paragraph b.


3
Any Party may denounce the present Charter or any of the articles or para​graphs of Part II of the Charter under the conditions speci​fied in para​graph 1 of this article in respect of any terri​tory to which the said Charter is applicable, by virtue of a declaration made in accordance with paragraph 2 of Article L.



Article N –
Appendix



The appendix to this Charter shall form an integral part of it.



Article O –
Notifications



The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall notify the member States of the Council and the Director General of the International Labour Office of:



a 
any signature;



b
the deposit of any instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval;



c
any date of entry into force of this Charter in accordance with Article K;



d
any declaration made in application of Articles A, paragraphs 2 and 3, D, paragraphs 1 and 2, F, paragraph 2, L, paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 4;



e
any amendment in accordance with Article J;



f
any denunciation in accordance with Article M;



g
any other act, notification or communication relating to this Charter.



In witness whereof, the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed this revised Charter.



Done at Strasbourg, this 3rd day of May 1996, in English and French, both texts being equally authentic, in a single copy which shall be depos​ited in the archives of the Council of Europe. The Secretary Gene​ral of the Council of Europe shall transmit certified copies to each member State of the Council of Europe and to the Director General of the International Labour Office.

Appendix to the Revised European Social Charter



Scope of the Revised European Social Char​ter in terms of persons protected


1
Without prejudice to Arti​cle 12, paragraph 4, and Article 13, para​graph 4, the persons covered by Articles 1 to 17 and 20 to 31 include foreigners only in so far as they are nationals of other Parties lawfully resident or working regularly within the territory of the Party concerned, subject to the under​standing that these articles are to be interpreted in the light of the provisions of Arti​cles 18 and 19.



This inter​pretation would not prejudice the extension of similar facil​ities to other persons by any of the Parties.


2
Each Party will grant to refugees as defined in the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, signed in Geneva on 28 July 1951 and in the Protocol of 31 January 1967, and lawfully staying in its territo​ry, treatment as favou​rable as possible, and in any case not less favoura​ble than under the obligations accepted by the Party under the said convention and under any other existing internation​al instruments appli​cable to those refugees.


3
Each Party will grant to stateless persons as defined in the Convention on the Status of Stateless Persons done in New York on 28 September 1954 and lawfully staying in its territory, treatment as favourable as possible and in any case not less favourable than under the obligations accepted by the Party under the said instrument and under any other existing international instruments applicable to those stateless persons.

Part I, paragraph 18, and Part II, Article 18, paragraph 1



It is understood that these provisions are not concerned with the question of entry into the territories of the Parties and do not preju​dice the provisions of the European Convention on Establish​ment, signed in Paris on 13 December 1955.

Part II



Article 1, paragraph 2



This provision shall not be inter​pret​ed as prohibiting or authorising any union security clause or practice. 



Article 2, paragraph 6



Parties may provide that this provision shall not apply:



a
to workers having a contract or employment relationship with a total duration not exceeding one month and/or with a working week not exceeding eight hours;



b
where the contract or employment relationship is of a casual and/or specific nature, provided, in these cases, that its non-application is justified by objective considerations.



Article 3, paragraph 4



It is understood that for the purposes of this provision the functions, organisation and conditions of operation of these services shall be determined by national laws or regulations, collective agreements or other means appropriate to national conditions.



Article 4, paragraph 4



This provi​sion shall be so understood as not to prohibit immediate dismissal for any serious offence.



Arti​cle 4, paragraph 5



It is under​stood that a Party may give the undertak​ing required in this paragraph if the great majority of workers are not permitted to suffer deduc​tions from wages either by law or through collective agree​ments or arbi​tration awards, the exceptions being those persons not so covered.



Article 6, paragraph 4



It is under​stood that each Party may, insofar as it is concerned, regulate the exercise of the right to strike by law, provided that any further restriction that this might place on the right can be justified under the terms of Arti​cle G.



Article 7, paragraph 2


This provision does not prevent Parties from providing in their legislation that young persons not having reached the minimum age laid down may perform work in so far as it is absolutely necessary for their vocational training where such work is carried out in accordance with conditions prescribed by the competent authority and measures are taken to protect the health and safety of these young persons.



Article 7, paragraph 8



It is understood that a Party may give the under​taking required in this paragraph if it fulfils the spirit of the undertaking by providing by law that the great majority of persons under eighteen years of age shall not be em​ployed in night work.



Article 8, paragraph 2


This provision shall not be interpreted as laying down an absolute prohibition. Exceptions could be made, for instance, in the following cases:



a
if an employed woman has been guilty of misconduct which justifies breaking off the employment relationship;



b
if the undertaking concerned ceases to operate;



c
if the period prescribed in the employment contract has expired.



Article 12, paragraph 4



The words “and subject to the conditions laid down in such agreements” in the introduction to this para​graph are taken to imply inter alia that with regard to benefits which are available independently of any insurance contribution, a Party may require the completion of a  prescribed period of residence before granting such benefits to nationals of other Parties.



Article 13, paragraph 4



Governments not Parties to the European Convention on Social and Medical Assistance may ratify the Charter in respect of this paragraph provided that they grant to nationals of other Parties a treat​ment which is in conformity with the provisions of the said convention.



Article 16


It is understood that the protection afforded in this provision covers single‑parent families.


Article 17


It is understood that this provision covers all persons below the age of 18 years, unless under the law applicable to the child majority is attained earlier, without prejudice to the other specific provisions provided by the Charter, particularly Article 7.



This does not imply an obligation to provide compulsory education up to the above-mentioned age.


Article 19, paragraph 6



For the purpose of applying this provision, the term “family of a foreign worker” is understood to mean at least the worker’s spouse and unmarried children, as long as the latter are considered to be minors by the receiving State and are dependent on the migrant worker.



Article 20

1
It is understood that social security matters, as well as other provisions relating to unemployment benefit, old age benefit and survivor’s benefit, may be excluded from the scope of this article.


2
Provisions concerning the protection of women, particularly as regards pregnancy, confinement and the post‑natal period, shall not be deemed to be discrimination as referred to in this article.


3
This article shall not prevent the adoption of specific measures aimed at removing de facto inequalities.


4
Occupational activities which, by reason of their nature or the context in which they are carried out, can be entrusted only to persons of a particular sex may be excluded from the scope of this article or some of its provisions. This provision is not to be interpreted as requiring the Parties to embody in laws or regulations a list of occupations which, by reason of their nature or the context in which they are carried out, may be reserved to persons of a particular sex.



Articles 21 and 22

1
For the purpose of the application of these articles, the term “workers’ representatives” means persons who are recognised as such under national legislation or practice.


2 
The terms “national legislation and practice” embrace as the case may be, in addition to laws and regulations, collective agreements, other agreements between employers and workers’ representatives, customs as well as relevant case law.


3 
For the purpose of the application of these articles, the term “undertaking” is understood as referring to a set of tangible and intangible components, with or without legal personality, formed to produce goods or provide services for financial gain and with power to determine its own market policy.


4 
It is understood that religious communities and their institutions may be excluded from the application of these articles, even if these institutions are “undertakings” within the meaning of paragraph 3. Establishments pursuing activities which are inspired by certain ideals or guided by certain moral concepts, ideals and concepts which are protected by national legislation, may be excluded from the application of these articles to such an extent as is necessary to protect the orientation of the undertaking.


5 
It is understood that where in a state the rights set out in these articles are exercised in the various establishments of the undertaking, the Party concerned is to be considered as fulfilling the obligations deriving from these provisions.


6
The Parties may exclude from the field of application of these articles, those undertakings employing less than a certain number of workers, to be determined by national legislation or practice.



Article 22

1
This provision affects neither the powers and obligations of states as regards the adoption of health and safety regulations for workplaces, nor the powers and responsibilities of the bodies in charge of monitoring their application.


2
The terms “social and socio‑cultural services and facilities” are understood as referring to the social and/or cultural facilities for workers provided by some undertakings such as welfare assistance, sports fields, rooms for nursing mothers, libraries, children’s holiday camps, etc.



Article 23, paragraph 1


For the purpose of the application of this paragraph, the term “for as long as possible” refers to the elderly person’s physical, psychological and intellectual capacities.



Article 24

1
It is understood that for the purposes of this article the terms “termination of employment” and “terminated” mean termination of employment at the initiative of the employer.


2
It is understood that this article covers all workers but that a Party may exclude from some or all of its protection the following categories of employed persons:



a
workers engaged under a contract of employment for a specified period of time or a specified task;



b
workers undergoing a period of probation or a qualifying period of employment, provided that this is determined in advance and is of a reasonable duration;



c
workers engaged on a casual basis for a short period.


3
For the purpose of this article the following, in particular, shall not constitute valid reasons for termination of employment:



a
trade union membership or participation in union activities outside working hours, or, with the consent of the employer, within working hours;



b
seeking office as, acting or having acted in the capacity of a workers’ representative;



c
the filing of a complaint or the participation in proceedings against an employer involving alleged violation of laws or regulations or recourse to competent administrative authorities;



d
race, colour, sex, marital status, family responsibilities, pregnancy, religion, political opinion, national extraction or social origin;



e
maternity or parental leave;



f
temporary absence from work due to illness or injury.


4
It is understood that compensation or other appropriate relief in case of termination of employment without valid reasons shall be determined by national laws or regulations, collective agreements or other means appropriate to national conditions.



Article 25

1
It is understood that the competent national authority may, by way of exemption and after consulting organisations of employers and workers, exclude certain categories of workers from the protection provided in this provision by reason of the special nature of their employment relationship.


2
It is understood that the definition of the term “insolvency” must be determined by national law and practice.


3
The workers’ claims covered by this provision shall include at least:



a 
the workers’ claims for wages relating to a prescribed period, which shall not be less than three months under a privilege system and eight weeks under a guarantee system, prior to the insolvency or to the termination of employment;



b 
the workers’ claims for holiday pay due as a result of work performed during the year in which the insolvency or the termination of employment occurred;



c 
the workers’ claims for amounts due in respect of other types of paid absence relating to a prescribed period, which shall not be less than three months under a privilege system and eight weeks under a guarantee system, prior to the insolvency or the termination of the employment.


4
National laws or regulations may limit the protection of workers’ claims to a prescribed amount, which shall be of a socially acceptable level.



Article 26


It is understood that this article does not require that legislation be enacted by the Parties.



It is understood that paragraph 2 does not cover sexual harassment.



Article 27


It is understood that this article applies to men and women workers with family responsibilities in relation to their dependent children as well as in relation to other members of their immediate family who clearly need their care or support where such responsibilities restrict their possibilities of preparing for, entering, participating in or advancing in economic activity. The terms “dependent children” and “other members of their immediate family who clearly need their care and support” mean persons defined as such by the national legislation of the Party concerned.



Articles 28 and 29


For the purpose of the application of this article, the term “workers’ representatives” means persons who are recognised as such under national legislation or practice.

Part III


It is understood that the Charter contains legal obli​gations of an interna​tional character, the appli​cation of which is submit​ted solely to the supervi​sion provided for in Part IV thereof.



Article A, paragraph 1



It is under​stood that the numbered paragraphs may include articles consisting of only one paragraph.



Article B, paragraph 2



For the purpose of paragraph 2 of Article B, the provisions of the revised Charter correspond to the provisions of the Charter with the same article or paragraph number with the exception of:



a
Article 3, paragraph 2, of the revised Charter which corresponds to Article 3, paragraphs 1 and 3, of the Charter;



b
Article 3, paragraph 3, of the revised Charter which corresponds to Article 3, paragraphs 2 and 3, of the Charter;



c
Article 10, paragraph 5, of the revised Charter which corresponds to Article 10, paragraph 4, of the Charter;



d
Article 17, paragraph 1, of the revised Charter which corresponds to Article 17 of the Charter.

Part V


Article E


A differential treatment based on an objective and reasonable justification shall not be deemed discriminatory.



Article F


The terms “in time of war or other public emergen​cy” shall be so understood as to cover also the threat of war.



Article I


It is understood that workers excluded in accordance with the appendix to Articles 21 and 22 are not taken into account in establishing the number of workers concerned.



Article J


The term “amendment” shall be extended so as to cover also the addition of new articles to the Charter.
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