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	TO BE DISCUSSED  
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The work carried out throughout 2005 and the seminar held in Trento confirmed the level of interest in the ethical and solidarity-based approaches which the platform seeks to promote. They also made it possible to identify the main issues and themes necessitating further discussion in connection with the general objective of combating poverty and social exclusion. They showed, in particular, the innovative nature of the proposed approach of fighting poverty and social exclusion through responsible consumption and solidarity-based saving and investment as compared with the more traditional forms of assistance for the poorest individuals and families supported under the National Social Inclusion Action Plans. The platform will thereby play a complementary role to that assumed by the European Union, with the possibility of branching out into an exploration of citizens' potential role in combating poverty as consumers and investors. This means that the challenge posed is a social one, giving tangible form to the concept of social cohesion subscribed to by the Council of Europe, which highlights the shared responsibility of all stakeholders in society (public authorities, NGOs, businesses, citizens, families) for achieving general wellbeing and preventing disparities, and also paving the way for implementation of the Warsaw Summit's proposal concerning the Council's contribution to the fight against poverty. 

Apart from being means of mobilising all members of the public, responsible consumption and ethical and solidarity-based saving and investment open up new prospects for eradicating poverty, complementary to the handout approach to welfare. Examples include heightening awareness of the working and pay conditions of the most vulnerable workers; extension of credit facilities and guarantees and support for job creation by social enterprises; giving the poorest farmers economic security by guaranteeing outlets for their produce, whether they are hard-hit self-employed farmers (such as smallholders in the countries of the South or European farmers in difficulty) or employees, particularly of businesses running integration schemes; opening up alternative means of access to housing for the most disadvantaged members of society; support for reception and integration services aimed at vulnerable groups, migrants in difficulty and the homeless; development of markers for managing consumption at various levels, including among the most underprivileged social groups, especially over-indebted families, whose children are the first victims;  etc.   

It is with these aims in mind that a master plan and a three-year activity programme have been drawn up for the platform, with the possibility of initial funding being provided by the province of Trento.

The aim over the three-year period is to establish conditions at European level conducive to greater involvement of citizens in responsible consumption and solidarity based saving and investment, so as to combat poverty and social exclusion. It is therefore a matter of giving full effect to these means of fighting poverty, bearing in mind that what is at stake is the very achievement of the millennium development goals set by the United Nations for 2015. 

With that aim in mind, the efforts will focus above all on developing responses to the key impediments to responsible consumption and solidarity-based finance (impediments identified at earlier stages in the work, such as the inadequacy of the means of information, awareness-raising and motivation, the scarcity of forms of consultation, the structural obstacles existing in policy programmes and legislation and so on) while working to improve the methods, fostering dialogue in the various European contexts and rallying support among the platform partners (public authorities, representatives of the Council's political bodies, the CDCS, European networks, etc.).

In operational terms the work programme will include four components:

1- The priority themes identified will be addressed according to a four-stage activity schedule: 1- Background analysis (year 1) ( 2- Preparation of proposals (year 2) ( 3- Dialogue (year 3) ( 4- Decisions and action (year 4). The table below shows the timing of the four stages for the various themes already being dealt with or to be addressed in future. 
2- A seminar will be held at the end of each year in Trento. This will be a key opportunity for dialogue linking the different themes and giving greater visibility to the project results. The seminar held at the end of 2008 will be a major gathering aimed at identifying the prospects opened up by the three years' work and resituating them in the light of the millennium goals for 2015, to which the global institutions involved will be invited (United Nations, World Bank, European Union, OECD, FAO, Unicef, etc.).

3- Continued implementation of the platform's support mechanisms (observatory function, innovation and experimentation fund, web-site, publications) involving a more proactive approach to support for dialogue within Europe, depending on the available resources.

4- Support and co-operation activities with the platform partners (Committee of Ministers, Parliamentary Assembly, Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, CDCS, inter-network of ethical and solidarity-based initiatives, the NGO Liaison Committee, other institutional representatives) to help prepare them for participation in the various phases of the dialogue and give the results a higher profile.

Overall work programme of the platform, in particular with regard to the themes to be addressed in 2005 and the three years of the project

	
	2005

(pro memoriam)
	2006
	2007
	2008

	1- Background analysis
	Stocktaking and identification of needs as regards means of information, awareness-raising and motivation  in the field of responsible consumption and ethical and solidarity-based finance aimed at combating poverty and exclusion
	Methodological approaches to dialogue and consultation aimed at understanding and developing complementarities between public policies and forms of citizen involvement in responsible consumption and solidarity-based finance as means of combating poverty and social exclusion. 
	Approaches to encourage citizens to support social and solidarity-based enterprises and services. 
	How citizen involvement (responsible consumption and solidarity-based finance) can contribute to achievement of the millennium goals.

	2- Preparation of proposals 
	Considerations on the theme of over-indebted families


	Proposals for means of information, awareness-raising and motivation in the field of responsible consumption and ethical and solidarity-based financed aimed at combating poverty and exclusion
	Proposals for developing consultation and complementarities between forms of citizen involvement (responsible consumption and solidarity-based finance) and public policies to combat poverty.


	Proposals for use savings as a means of fostering greater social solidarity and integration 

	3- Dialogue 
	Consultation and choice of the platform objectives. Preparation of the experimentation fund
	Dialogue on:

- over-indebted families

.
	Dialogue on means of information, awareness-raising and motivation in the field of responsible consumption and ethical and solidarity-based financed aimed at combating poverty 
	Dialogue on means of facilitating the development of complementarities

	4- Decisions and action 
	Launch of the platform: backing from the CDCS and motions tabled in the Parliamentary Assembly  
	- Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation on responsible consumption
	Recommendations or other action on:

- over-indebted families.
	Recommendations or other action on means of information, awareness-raising and motivation targeting citizens 



