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Conclusions

The Council of Europe launched its Children’s Rights Platform at a conference held
on 2 and 3 June 2009 in Strasbourg. The event’s overarching theme was the
prevention of violence against children.

The conference was organised under the Slovenian Chairmanship of the Committee
of Ministers of the Council of Europe and brought together over 70 participants,
including:

• nearly 40 government-appointed focal points on children’s rights and
violence against children;

• representatives of Council of Europe structures and bodies, such as the
European Court of Human Rights, the Commissioner for Human Rights, the
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, and various committees on
education, health, legal co-operation, human rights, media and
communication services, and policies for children with disabilities;

• the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against
Children and the General Rapporteur of the III World Congress on the
Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents;

• representatives of key international organisations (Unicef, European
Commission, EU Fundamental Rights Agency);

• international NGOs (ECPAT, CRIN, Eurochild, Save the Children, ENOC);

• a group of internationally renowned independent experts in the children’s
rights field.
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The aim of the conference was to agree on a strategic vision to prevent and combat
all forms of violence against children in the European region. In her opening speech,
Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, the Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe,
reiterated this Organisation’s commitment to eliminating violence against children,
and hailed the children’s rights platform as an innovative and inclusive way of
pushing this agenda forward at international, national and local level.

The Council of Europe draft policy guidelines for integrated strategies on violence
against children (the guidelines) were at the heart of the debates on crucial issues,
such as the need for coherent and comprehensive legal frameworks, co-ordinated
policy making, effective institutional frameworks and the building of a children’s
rights culture.

Conference conclusions

The participants congratulated the Council of Europe for progress achieved since the
launching of its programme “Building a Europe for and with children” in 2006. They
enthusiastically welcomed the guidelines as a concrete way of facilitating progress at
national level and supported in particular their integrated approach. This approach
focuses on creating the basic conditions necessary for countries to effectively prevent,
react to and fight violence, thus diluting the risk of fragmented interventions or
sporadic reactions.

Participants stressed the importance of:

• protecting every child against violence and paying particular attention to
children with specific needs, such as migrant children, children without
parental care and children with disabilities;

• guaranteeing to every child effective access to justice, including to children in
conflict with the law, as well as guaranteeing effective legal remedies to every
child victim of violence; thereby welcoming the Council of Europe guidelines
on child-friendly justice currently being drafted;

• education, training of professionals and providing support for parents as the
best way to prevent and react to violence, in particular where very young
children and children with specific needs are concerned;

• ensuring co-ordination at national level between all governmental actors and
with professional networks, research institutions, independent authorities
(ombudspersons for children), the media and NGOs;

• ensuring the monitoring of progress at national and international level;

• investing in research so that action can be based on evidence;
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• campaigning to bring about a change in mentalities and behaviours, so that
society will condemn all forms of violence against children, including
corporal punishment in the family, and of paying attention to the image of
children portrayed in the media;

• carefully following new developments in how children are perceived in
society, and reacting to any signal that indicates a growing intolerance of
children;

• working with the media and new information and communication
technologies to empower children in the media environment and protect
them from danger, including that linked to harmful content and practice.
Particular concern was expressed over the Internet and increasingly popular
TV reality shows involving young children;

• acknowledging the role of children, not only as victims of violence but also as
agents of change, creating opportunities for children themselves to contribute
to the development and implementation of action plans against violence;

• acknowledging the crucial role of regional and local authorities and the need
to requisite means and resources to allow them to face their responsibilities
and challenges head on;

• mobilising resources to invest in the prevention of violence, in particular
taking into account the high human, social and financial costs generated by
attempts to repair damage caused by violence.

The second day of the conference focused on objectives set at United Nations level
and the Council of Europe contribution to the global agenda. The newly appointed
UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children
(SRSG), Marta Santos Pais, and Jaap Doek, General Rapporteur of the World
Congress III on Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents (Rio de Janeiro,
November 2008) presented their views on the action needed at European level. In
this respect, participants invited the Council of Europe to:

• act as a focal point in Europe for the collaboration with UN special
representative and for the promotion of follow up to the UN study on violence
against children;

• use the children’s rights platform as a pan-European platform to promote
information exchange and experience sharing, identify solutions to existing
and emerging forms of violence and assist governments in their efforts to
fight violence against children;

• encourage its Parliamentary Assembly to mainstream children’s rights issues
into all of its committees and hold an annual debate on children, which
would include violence protection;
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• support the role of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities in
promoting the development of local and regional strategies against violence;

• examine ways to ensure the independent monitoring of progress at European
level, building upon the experience of existing independent mechanisms such
as ECRI and the Venice Commission, as well as independent human rights
bodies; and determine whether a convention covering all forms of violence
against children could bring added value to this field;

• strengthen co-operation with the European Union, in particular developing
the future EU strategy on the rights of the child.

The need for urgent action to eliminate sexual violence was also underlined and the
decision to initiate in near future a campaign on this issue was welcomed.
Participants emphasised:

• the importance of obtaining rapid ratification and effective implementation of
United Nations and Council of Europe conventions, in particular the Council
of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (the Lanzarote convention);

• the various provisions contained in the Lanzarote convention which add
value to other international standards, and the hopes placed in its future
monitoring mechanism;

• the need to campaign for the prevention of sexual violence, involving in
particular men and boys, the media and the business community.

The discussions held at the conference will help the Council of Europe shape its
action in the field of violence against children in particular through:

• its role as the European co-ordinator and initiator of action needed to fight
violence against children and support of the recently appointed SRSG in
promoting follow up to the UN Study on Violence against Children;

• the adoption of the Council of Europe policy guidelines on integrated
strategies on violence against children (expected in November 2009);

• the use of the Council of Europe platform on children’s rights to support and
urge efforts at national level and to promote information sharing and cross
fertilisation of experiences with other regions;

• the contribution of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities to the
promotion of integrated strategies against violence at local and regional
level;
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• the promotion of key Council of Europe conventions (on cybercrime,
trafficking, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse, trans-frontier television).
Every effort should be made to ensure rapid ratification and entry into force
of the Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation
and Sexual Abuse;

• the launching of a 2010 Council of Europe campaign to eliminate sexual
violence against children;

• examining the options available for setting up an independent mechanism to
monitor violence against children and children’s rights at European level;

• the creation of a space for exchanging experiences and for joint action with
other regional organisations such as the Organisation of American States or
the African Union.

Strasbourg, 30 June 2009


