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The Secretary General and the Executive Director of :  
 

� the Council of Europe 
� the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),  
      (hereinafter referred to as the “Organisations”), 

 
meeting in Strasbourg on 23 January 2007 on the occasion of the Council of Europe 
Parliamentary Assembly debate on the implementation of legal and other tools useful 
for combating violence against children and other forms of child exploitation and 
abuse; 
 
convinced that a reinforced co-operation between the Council of Europe and UNICEF 
would serve their objectives and would render their respective activities more 
effective and beneficial to children; 
 
convinced that a more structured framework of co-operation will improve 
communication, facilitate exchange of expertise and serve as a source of inspiration 
to the staff of both Organisations; 
 
agree to sign this Joint Declaration aiming to achieve a reinforced and more 
structured co-operation between  the Council of Europe and UNICEF. 
 

 

I. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
 
The purpose of this Declaration is to provide a framework for a longstanding and 
successful co-operation and interaction between the Council of Europe and UNICEF 
in the areas of the promotion of children’s rights and the protection of all children 
living in Europe.  
 
The present Declaration takes into consideration the comparative advantages and 
the specific characteristics, competencies and expertise of both Organisations and 
aims to achieve complementarity in their respective agendas for the promotion of 
children’s rights in Europe. 
 



 

 

 

II. PRINCIPLES AND MODALITIES OF CO-OPERATION 
 
Co-operation between both Organisations shall be based on the principles of 
reciprocity and complementarity. 
 

Co-operation will take in particular the following modalities: 

 
a. Inviting each Organisation as appropriate to contribute to the formulation of 

the other’s strategies, assessment, analysis and development of children-
related policies; 

b. organising conferences, round tables, meetings and workshops on themes 
mutually agreed to; 

c. identifying and developing joint projects that can be included in their 
respective programme of activities;  

d. undertaking the systematic exchange of relevant reports, studies and other 
documents, information and data on matters of common interest that have 
been made public by the Organisations;  

e. under the rules and procedures in force in each organisation, inviting each 
other to attend the work of their respective committees, working groups 
and other structures (at regional and country levels as appropriate) related 
to policies in promotion of children’s rights in Europe; 

f. making arrangements to facilitate mutual representation at appropriate 
conferences, meetings, seminars, symposia and workshops convened by 
either Organisation or under their auspices; 

g. undertaking such other activities as may be agreed upon between the 
Organisations. 

 
 

III. CONSULTATION AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
 
The Council of Europe and UNICEF undertake to hold periodic consultations and 
exchange of information concerning their respective work programmes, notably 
through: 
 

a. The organisation, where necessary, of meetings, including at a high level 
to: 

• exchange information concerning respective priority areas of work and 
major concerns, and where possible, to formulate common approaches 
to these;  

• identify joint projects and activities which could be included in their 
respective Programme of Activities, 

• review work jointly implemented. 



 

 
 

b. The appointment of a Secretariat official as contact point in each 
Organisation to: 

• facilitate access to information concerning activities, resource persons 
and documentation; 

• channel invitations to participate in meetings and events. 
 
 

IV. VISIBILITY 
 
The Council of Europe and UNICEF will work to maximise the visibility of their joint 
actions.  
 
 
Done at Strasbourg, on 23 January 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
For the Council of Europe: For UNICEF: 
The Secretary General The Executive Director 
 
 
 
 





 



 

 


