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Raise your hand against smacking!

Campaign presentation

Corporal punishment of children is the most widespread form of violence against children and it  
violates children’s rights. It is ineffective as a means of discipline, conveys the wrong message to 
children and may cause seriously physical and psychological harm. Despite this, between 60% 
and 90% of parents in most European countries approve this practice.

The Council of Europe is challenging corporal punishment by campaigning for the total abolition 
of this practice and by promoting positive, non-violent parenting in its 47 member states.

The campaign launch of “Raise your hand against smacking” on 15 June 2008 in Zagreb propelled 
corporal punishment into the public debate. In communication terms, the real challenge is to 
convince adults to step back and take a hard look at their own parenting practices and attitudes 
towards children. And as few politicians are willing to undertake legislative change without 
public support, the campaign targets both the general public and decision makers.

Two campaign packs were produced: 

 1. �a�media�pack, produced in collaboration with the London ad agency Saatchi & Saatchi, 
focusing on an animated TV spot and targeting parents, teachers and child minders; 

 2.  an�information�pack, containing books, brochures and leaflets targeting legislators, 
policy makers and professional networks in the education, health, social, justice and 
media sectors.

The main features of both packs are:

 1. the use of “positive”�emotions; 

 2. a universal message (relevant to all national contexts);

 3.  an inclusive�approach – partners join in and use the material to campaign at national 
level.

The campaign has generated significant momentum, with governments reviewing their 
legislation, and partners disseminating our message and material. More than 20 countries 
have started campaigning. In countries such as France, where this issue was previously met 
with indifference, corporal punishment has blown up into a topical issue being covered by all 
major media.  

Raise your hand against smacking!  
A Council of Europe campaign against corporal punishment of children
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Raise your hand against smacking!

Media pack

The media pack focuses on an animated TV spot  
called Handscape, featuring hands helping  
a child through a day’s journey. 

TV spot

The one minute spot is based on colours, movement and music. 
The message at the end is “Hands should nurture, not punish. 
Raise your hand against smacking”.  

Mini CD Website

An electronic business card containing  
all the campaign material was produced  
to introduce the campaign to partners.

All campaign  
material is available  
on the website.  
An online facility 
allows individuals to 
sign a card expressing 
their support for  the 
campaign. 
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Raise your hand against smacking!

Postcard produced to collect celebrity signatures

.........
...............................

has raised a hand against smacking

The Council of Europe is working 
to eliminate all corporal 
punishment of children. 

Corporal punishment of children should be abolished because:
• it is a violation of children’s rights;
• it can seriously harm children;
•  it teaches children that violence is an acceptable way 

of resolving confl ict;
• it is ineffective as a means of discipline;
•  it is more diffi cult to protect children from severe abuse 

if some forms of violence are tolerated.

Three kinds of action are needed:
• legal reform (to ban corporal punishment);
• the promotion of positive parenting policies;
• awareness raising on children’s rights.

If you want to join us and raise your hand against smacking, 
write your name on the dotted line on the front of this postcard 
and add a personal message. Then send it back to the Council 
of Europe. You can also use the online “call for support” available 
on our website.

Thank you!

I authorise the Council of Europe to use 
my message in the context of its work 
for children’s rights.

First name: ................................................

Family name: .............................................

E-mail: .......................................................

Country: .....................................................

Signature:

BUILDING A EUROPE FOR AND WITH CHILDREN www.coe.int/children – children@coe.int
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A5 postcard (front) A5 postcard (back) 

Envelope (250mm x 176mm)

Campaign visuals

Y

our hands should nurture not punishRaise your hand against smacking!

Your hands should nurture not punish
Raise your hand against smacking!

Your hands should nurture not punish
Raise your hand against smacking!

Three still images from the TV spot  
have been used in a variety of supports  
(postcards, posters, billboards, etc.). 

Eliminating corporal punishment  
needs the support of public opinion.  
Celebrities have been asked to show  
their support and act as “role models”. 
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Raise your hand against smacking!

Use of visuals

The launching of the campaign at national 
level calls for visibility in public spaces. 
Visuals are also used in correspondence  
and other documents.
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Raise your hand against smacking!

Info pack

This monograph (196 pages) presents an in-depth analysis  
of the effects and prevalence of corporal punishment in Europe,  
and also explains the legal basis behind its prohibition  
(new edition 2008 – completely revised and redesigned).

Monographs 
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Eliminating
corporal punishment

A human rights imperative 
for Europe’s children

2 nd edition

1Eliminating corporal punishment – A human rights imperative for Europe’s
children sheds light on the controversial issue of corporal punishment of
children.

It approaches this topic from four different angles: the legal and human
rights obligation, as defined by regional and international conventions and
agreements, to ban corporal punishment of children; the status of corporal
punishment in European countries today; recent research results on its
effects and prevalence, including how children see it; and the abolition of
corporal punishment as a process, entailing changes in law, policies and
public opinion.

Physical punishment is an accepted form of child discipline in far too many
countries, and challenging this widespread form of violence against
children may be unpopular with both politicians and parents. Yet hitting
children, even mildly, is a violation of children’s basic human rights – the
right not to be subjected to degrading treatment or punishment and the
right to equal protection under the law.

This work is for child and family professionals, government decision
makers and a public motivated to learn more about this topic. For those
already convinced, this book will add fuel to their convictions and provide
substantiated arguments for abolition; for others, it is to be hoped that it
will enable them to understand better the inherent legal and moral contra-
diction of disciplining children with violence.
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€19/US$29

http://book.coe.int
Council of Europe Publishing

The Council of Europe has 47 member states, covering virtually the entire

continent of Europe. It seeks to develop common democratic and legal

principles based on the European Convention on Human Rights and other

reference texts on the protection of individuals. Ever since it was founded

in 1949, in the aftermath of the Second World War, the Council of Europe

has symbolised reconciliation.

www.coe.int

ISBN 978-92-871-6182-6
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Parenting 
in contemporary Europe

A positive approach

2This publication is an important element of the Council of Europe’s recent
work in the field of positive parenting leading up to the Committee of
Ministers Recommendation Rec(2006)19 on policy to support positive
parenting. The authors review and analyse the major changes affecting
parenting in Europe, arising from legal situations, research and practice.
This work addresses the core issues related to positive parenting and non-
violent upbringing, with particular emphasis on parents’ entitlement to
support from the state in carrying out their parental tasks.

Five themes are focused upon:

• the legal situation and the results of research: what it means to be a
parent according to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, the Council of Europe and new scientific knowledge;

• current thinking on the use of violence and corporal punishment against
children;

• responses to family policy, especially in terms of support programmes
and services for parenting and families;

• the particular problems and needs of parents and children in situations of
social exclusion; and 

• the relationship between parenting and drug-related behaviour among
children and teenagers.

The book also includes the text of the Recommendation Rec(2006)19,
“Keys for parents” and “Guidelines for professionals”.
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http://book.coe.int
Council of Europe Publishing

The Council of Europe has 47 member states, covering virtually the entire

continent of Europe. It seeks to develop common democratic and legal

principles based on the European Convention on Human Rights and other

reference texts on the protection of individuals. Ever since it was founded

in 1949, in the aftermath of the Second World War, the Council of Europe

has symbolised reconciliation.

www.coe.int

ISBN 978-92-871-6135-2
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This monograph (176 pages) presents the latest research results 
and current thinking in the field of parenting, and gives extensive 
examples of best practice in Europe (cover redesigned 2008).

The info pack contains a set of monographs, booklets and leaflets targeting different publics.  
Whereas the monographs provide detailed information on policies and research throughout  
Europe, the booklets and the leaflet are presented in a user-friendly format, with plain language 
and colourful illustrations. The cartoon approach conveys serious messages through humour, and 
helps parents overcome their resistance to examining their own attitudes and behaviour.
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Booklet 21 x 21 cm – Questions and answers (56 pages)
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Abolishing corporal 
punishment of children

Questions and answers

€12/US$18

http://book.coe.int
Council of Europe Publishing

The Council of Europe has 47 member states, covering virtually the entire continent of Europe. It seeks to develop

common democratic and legal principles based on the European Convention on Human Rights and other reference

texts on the protection of individuals. Ever since it was founded in 1949, in the aftermath of the Second World War,

the Council of Europe has symbolised reconciliation.

www.coe.int

ISBN 978-92-871-6310-3
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Abolishing corporal punishment of children
Questions and answers

Why should it be made illegal to hit children for disciplinary reasons? What right does the state have to interfere in
the way children are raised? How can public attitudes be shifted towards positive and non-violent parenting? These
and many other issues are discussed in this booklet, intended for parents, policy makers, lawyers, children’s advocates and
other people working with children, all of whom have a vested interest in their well-being.

Divided into four main parts, this booklet defines corporal punishment of children; gives reasons, based on international
law, why corporal punishment should be abolished; discusses how abolition can be achieved; and debunks myths and
public fears hovering around the issue. Punishing children physically is an act of violence and a violation of children’s
human rights. Every nation in Europe has a legal obligation to join the 17 European nations that have already enacted
a total ban on corporal punishment of children.

There are many good reasons why corporal punishment of children should be
abolished. It:

is a violation of children’s rights to respect for physical integrity, human
dignity and equal protection under the law. In many cases, corporal punishment
can jeopardise children’s rights to education, development, health and
even their right to life;

can cause serious physical and psychological harm to children;

teaches children that violence is an acceptable and appropriate strategy for
resolving conflict or getting people to do what they want;

is ineffective as a means of discipline. There are positive ways to teach, correct
or discipline children which are better for children’s development and which
contribute to building relationships based on trust and mutual respect;

is difficult to protect children if corporal punishment is legitimate – this
implies that some forms or levels of violence against children are acceptable.

The Council of Europe is based on the principles of respect for the rule of law
and enjoyment by all peoples of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
When member states ratify the European Convention on Human Rights and
the European Social Charter or revised European Social Charter, they take on
binding obligations to respect the human rights of all people within their juris-
dictions – including all children. Over the last two decades, the Council of
Europe’s institutions have spoken with increasing force against corporal pun-
ishment of children.

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe has condemned corporal
punishment and proposed prohibition through a series of recommendations

98

2. Why should we abolish corporal
punishment of children?

Human rights do not stop at the front door of your home.

Eliminating all corporal punishment of children requires a combination of
explicit law reform, protection and prevention policies, and other, primarily
educational, measures to move societies on from accepting violent and
humiliating punishment. Prohibition in law is essential but alone it is not
enough to guarantee children’s human rights. Professionals working with
children, parents, children themselves and the public at large need to be
informed of the law and of children’s right to protection.

Abolishing corporal punishment therefore necessitates intensive work in at
least three areas:

legal reform;

policy reform (in particular prevention and protection measures);

awareness raising.

Legal reform 

Abolishing corporal punishment entails setting up a legal framework which
clearly prohibits corporal punishment and protects children from all kinds of
assault including in the family setting.

All member states have laws prohibiting deliberate assault.The problem is that in
many societies these laws do not provide children with as much protection
as adults. Some states retain, either in statute or in case (common) law or
both, special defences or justifications for hitting children – “reasonable
punishment”, “lawful correction” and so on. In other states, there is no justifica-
tion written into the law, but traditional child-rearing practices, reflected in
political attitudes and often in judicial decisions, condone assaults on children

1918

3. How can we achieve abolition?

Abolishing corporal punishment means promoting positive parenting.

The committee recognises that parenting and caring for children,
especially babies and young children, demand frequent physical
actions and interventions to protect them. This is quite distinct from
the deliberate and punitive use of force to cause some degree of pain,
discomfort or humiliation. As adults, we know for ourselves the
difference between a protective physical action and a punitive assault;
it is no more difficult to make a distinction in relation to actions
involving children. The law in all states, explicitly or implicitly, allows
for the use of non-punitive and necessary force to protect people.15

“My religion requires me to use corporal punishment.”
Religious freedom cannot run counter to human rights. As the Committee on
the Rights of the Child makes clear in General Comment No. 8:

Some raise faith-based justifications for corporal punishment, suggesting
that certain interpretations of religious texts not only justify its use,
but provide a duty to use it. Freedom of religious belief is upheld for
everyone in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(Art. 18), but practice of a religion or belief must be consistent with
respect for others’ human dignity and physical integrity. Freedom to
practise one’s religion or belief may be legitimately limited in order
to protect the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.16

Religious extremists who advocate ritualistic hitting of children with implements
need to be condemned by mainstream religious opinion and by society as a
whole. Leading faith figures are now joining the campaign for abolition of all
corporal punishment. At the 2006 World Assembly of Religions for Peace in
Kyoto, Japan, more than 800 faith leaders endorsed “a religious commitment
to combat violence against children”, which urges governments to adopt
laws in compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to
prohibit all violence, including all corporal punishment. 37

Introduction

36

“Parents have a right to bring up their children as they see fit.
They should be challenged only in extreme cases,
such as child abuse.”

Human rights do not stop at the front door of your home. Children have the
same right as all other family members to protection from being hit and it is
no more invasive to insist that the law protect children in the home than to
insist that men stop beating their wives.The UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child has introduced the concept of “parental responsibilities”, with
children’s best interests as parents’ basic concern. Children are not their
parents’ property.

“There is a big difference between beating a child 
and a loving smack.”

The difference is irrelevant to the law. One hurts physically more than the
other, but both are on a continuum of violence and both breach a child’s
equal right to respect. Societies do not draw lines and try to justify any level
of violence when challenging violence against women, or against elderly
people. So why should they when it comes to children? And the dangers of
making any connection between loving and hurting people should be obvious.
A “loving smack” is a contradiction of the worst kind. This seemingly harmless
term is a veil behind which rights violations can hide.

“I only smack my children to stop them from 
hurting themselves.”

Smacking is not protecting! Parents have to use physical actions to protect
children – especially babies and young children – full time. It is a natural part
of parenting. If a child is crawling towards a fire, or running into a dangerous
road, of course parents use physical means to stop them – grab them, pick
them up, show them and tell them about the danger. As the Committee on
the Rights of the Child explains in its General Comment No. 8:

Leaflet + sticker inserts 21 x 21cm – Key points

What children need

To help children reach their full potential, parents should
provide their children with:

nurture. Parents should respond to children’s need for
love and security;

structure and guidance.This refers to setting and adhering to
standards of appropriate behaviour, designating what
inappropriate behaviour is, and providing a good role
model for children. Children need boundaries and guidance
for their own security and the development of their own
values;

recognition. Children need to be seen, heard and valued as
persons. Parents need to show an interest in their children’s
daily experiences, listen to them and try to understand
their viewpoints;

empowerment. This means enhancing children’s sense of
competence, personal control and ability to affect the
attitudes and behaviours of others.

To help children learn positive behaviour, parents can:

provide regular, positive attention, at all ages. As children
grow older this includes being aware of and interested in
peer relationships and school performance;

help them to understand the potential consequences of
their choices;

encourage good behaviours with attention and praise,
and ignore minor misbehaviours;

behave as they want their children to behave, communicate
with them respectfully and demonstrate how to resolve
conflicts constructively.

What parents need

All parents want to be a good mother or a good father to
their children. This is sometimes difficult to achieve.
Parenting, besides being a joyous and pleasurable experience,
can also be a stressful one. Parents therefore need support to
overcome stress, manage conflict and control anger.

Many parents divide their time and energy between different
commitments such as their job and caring for children or
elderly family members.Time with children is very precious – it
passes quickly and will not come back. Positive parenting
requires time for parents and children to be together.
While this is especially important in the earliest years of
the child’s life, we should not forget that teenagers also
need their parents to be available to them.

It is also vital that parents find time to take care of themselves
as adults, to pay attention to their own needs for intimacy,
companionship and recreation. Parents need employment
policies and child-care provisions that will allow them to
reconcile family and professional life.

Parents can learn a great deal from discussing their experiences
with other parents, friends and family. Parents can also use
professional services that directly (for example parenting
education) and indirectly (for example couple therapy)
support them in their parenting role.Asking for help is a sign
of responsibility, not of weakness. To parent effectively, to
provide support and guidance to children, parents themselves
need resources and support. States should make sure these are
available to parents and professionals working with children,
and that they know about them.

About the Council of Europe

Founded in 1949, the Council of Europe seeks to develop
common and democratic principles based on the European
Convention on Human Rights and other reference texts
on the protection of individuals, including children.

The programme “Building a Europe for and with children”
was set up to secure and promote children’s human
rights, and to protect children from all forms of violence.

To know more about 
Council of Europe action 

in the field of children’s rights:
www.coe.int/children

children@coe.int
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Abolishing corporal

punishment of children

the key points

The Council of Europe wants a continent free of corporal punishment.

Hitting people is wrong – and children are people too.

Children have the same rights as adults to respect for their human dignity

and physical integrity and to equal protection under the law. The 47 member

states of the Council of Europe have immediate human rights obligations,

under international and regional human rights instruments, to reform their

laws and take educational and other measures to prohibit and eliminate all

corporal punishment of children, including in the family home. To protect

children from corporal punishment, the Council of Europe has developed

tools for the use of governments, parliaments, local authorities, professional

networks, civil society and, more generally, anyone caring for children.
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What is corporal
punishment 
of children?

One way of defining corporal
punishment is as any action
taken to punish a child which, if
directed at an adult, would
constitute an unlawful assault.
Adults have a great knack for
inventing special words to make
themselves feel more comfortable
about hitting children – smacking,
spanking, donner des fessées,
picchiare, dar un azote. But the
stark reality for the child is that
all of this is violence.

The United Nations Committee
on the Rights of the Child defines
corporal punishment as “any
punishment in which physical
force is used and intended to cause
some degree of pain or discomfort,
however light. Most involves hitting
(‘smacking’, ‘slapping’, ‘spanking’)
children, with the hand or with
an implement – whip, stick, belt,
shoe, wooden spoon, etc. But it
can also involve, for example,
kicking, shaking or throwing chil-
dren, scratching, pinching, biting,
pulling hair or boxing ears, forcing
children to stay in uncomfortable
positions, burning, scalding or
forced ingestion (for example
washing children’s mouths out
with soap or forcing them to
swallow hot spices)”.

Hitting adults is called assault.
Hitting animals  is called cruelty.

Hitting children is “for their own good”.

Why should we abolish corporal
punishment of children?

There are many good reasons why corporal punishment of children should be
abolished:

it is a violation of children’s rights to respect for physical integrity, human
dignity and equal protection under the law;

it can cause serious physical and psychological harm to children;

it teaches children that violence is an acceptable and appropriate strategy
for resolving conflict or getting people to do what they want;

it is ineffective as a means of discipline. There are positive ways to teach,
correct or discipline children, which are better for children’s development
and which contribute to building relationships based on trust and mutual
respect;

it is difficult to protect children if corporal punishment is legitimate –
this implies that some forms or levels of violence against children are
acceptable.

How can we achieve abolition?

Through law reform:

ensuring there are no existing legal defences that justify corporal punishment
by parents or others;

ensuring that the criminal law on assault applies equally to punitive
assaults on children;

enacting an explicit prohibition of all corporal punishment and all other
degrading or humiliating treatment or punishment of children, normally in civil
law, and applying to all settings in children’s lives (at home, in institutions,
at school, etc);

providing guidance on appropriate enforcement of these laws which focuses
on protection and promotion of the human rights of children in general and
on the best interests of affected children in particular.

promoting positive, non-violent forms of child-rearing, conflict resolution
and education for future parents, parents and other carers, teachers, and
for the general public;

ensuring that advice and appropriate support is available for all parents and
in particular for those who find child-rearing stressful;

ensuring that children have access to confidential advice and counselling
as well as advocacy to challenge violence against them;

ensuring effective and appropriate forms of protection for children who
may be particularly vulnerable to harmful and humiliating punishment –
for example children with disabilities;

ensuring that children and young people have the opportunity to express
their views and participate in planning and actions to eliminate corporal
punishment;

monitoring the effectiveness of abolition by regular research into children’s
experiences of violence in their homes, schools and other settings. This
should also include assessing the impact of abolition on child protection
services and parents.

What is positive
parenting?

Positive parenting refers to
parental behaviour based on the
best interests of the child. It
provides nurturing, empowering,
recognition and guidance, which
involves the setting of boundaries
to enable the full development of
the child. Positive parenting
supposes respect for children’s
rights and a non-violent envir-
onment, where parents do not
use corporal or psychologically
demeaning punishment to
resolve conflict or teach discipline
and respect.

Children are not the property of their parents

Through policy measures:

ensuring that comprehensive systems to prevent violence and protect
children are implemented at different levels and that corporal punishment
comes within the definition of domestic or family violence;

ensuring that family courts and other parts of the justice system are
sensitive to the needs of children and their families;

building capacity among those who work with children and their
families;

Through awareness raising:

ensuring comprehensive awareness raising of the prohibition of all corporal
punishment and other inhuman or degrading treatment and humiliation of
children. This should target children, all who live and work with them, and
the general public;

ensuring comprehensive awareness raising of children’s human rights,
including the right to respect for their human dignity and physical
integrity.

The “Key points” leaflet summarises the main campaign messages. This parent-oriented product also contains amusing  
cartoon stickers that are attractive to children, and which can encourage family discussion on the issue. 

The question and answer booklet presents the basics – what? why? and how? – involved in eliminating corporal punishment.  
It is the main communication tool of the campaign in terms of content, and it can be used by both professionals working with  
children and the general public. It has been translated into 15 languages. 

Children are not the property 
of their parents.
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Hitting your children is a lesson 
in bad behaviour.

Hello! Can you tell me what  
reasonable chastisement is?

BUILDING A EUROPE FOR AND WITH CHILDREN BUILDING A EUROPE FOR AND WITH CHILDREN

www.coe.int/children

www.coe.int/children
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Human rights do not stop 
at the front door of your home.
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Children are not mini-human 
beings with mini-human rights.

Hitting adults is called assault.
Hitting animals  is called cruelty.

Hitting children is 
“for their own good”.

BUILDING A EUROPE FOR AND WITH CHILDREN BUILDING A EUROPE FOR AND WITH CHILDREN

www.coe.int/children

www.coe.int/children www.coe.int/children
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Raise your hand against smacking!

Exhibition: 6 panels (80 cm x 190 cm each)

Booklet A5 – Off the books!  (32 pages)

 Off the books!
Guidance for Europe’s parliaments on law reform 
to eliminate corporal punishment of children
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Off the books!
Guidance for Europe’s parliaments on law reform 
to eliminate corporal punishment of children

In every nation in Europe it is illegal to hit people. Children are people 
too, yet in two thirds of Council of Europe member states, the criminal 
assault laws that protect adults from violence fall far short of protecting 
children. Everyday children are hit in the name of “educative” discipline 
and “reasonable chastisement”. 

Off the books! aims to brief parliamentarians and other lawmakers on the 
legal and support measures needed to achieve effective prohibition of all 
corporal punishment of children. 

The first part provides guidance on analysing and improving national 
legislation. This may involve removing legal defences that allow corporal 
punishment to slip through the net. Or it may entail adding explicit 
provisions in child protection acts, civil and family codes, and so forth, 
clearly stating that neither parents nor other adults are allowed to 
use corporal punishment and other forms of humiliating treatment on 
children. The second part focuses on understanding and implementation. 
Once full prohibition is achieved in law, governments must raise awareness 
at all levels on children’s human rights and implement policy measures to 
support prohibition, applying to both families and child professionals.

www.coe.int/children � �

Introduction

Children are not mini-human beings with mini-human rights.

Just as the Council of Europe systematically campaigned to rid 

Europe of the death penalty, it is now pursuing its vision of a con-

tinent free of corporal punishment. Hitting people is wrong – and 

children are people too. 

Children have the same rights as adults to respect for their human 

dignity and physical integrity and to equal protection under the 

law. The Council of Europe’s 47 member states have immediate 

human rights obligations, under international and regional human 

rights instruments, to reform their laws and take education and 

other measures to prohibit and eliminate all forms of corporal 

punishment of children, including in the family home. 

Parliaments across Europe have a crucial role to play in ridding 

states of corporal punishment. It is parliaments which must adopt 

the necessary law reforms; parliaments also monitor government 

activity and decide on allocation of financial resources. And parlia-

mentarians, as national and community leaders, can raise aware-

ness and promote changes in long-held traditional acceptance of 

violent discipline of children.

The Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly brings together 

representatives of the parliaments of the 47 member states. 

Noting the success of the Council of Europe in abolishing the death 

penalty, the Assembly called upon the Organisation to work in the 

Box 2 –  
Extracts of legislation and draft legislation 
on explicit prohibition 

• Children are to be treated with respect for their 
person and individuality  and may not be subjected 
to corporal punishment or any other humiliating 
treatment.

• Disciplinary measures concerning the child can 
only be taken in accordance with the child’s dig-
nity, and, under no circumstances are physical 
punishments allowed, or punishments which 
relate to the child’s physical and mental develop-
ment or which may affect the child’s emotional 
status.

• It is forbidden to enforce physical punishment of 
any kind or to deprive the child of his or her rights, 
which may result in endangerment of the life, the 
physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social de-
velopment, the bodily integrity, and the physical 
and mental health of the child, both within the 
family, as well as in any institution which ensures 
the protection, care and education of children.

• Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed as 
conferring the right on any parent, teacher or 
other person having lawful control or charge of 
a child to strike him or her or otherwise use force 
upon him or her for the purpose of discipline or 
punishment.14 15

The only way to ensure clear, uncompromising prohibition of all 
corporal punishment is to use clear, uncompromising language in 
legislation – and to repeat it, for the benefit of all those living 
or working with or for children, in the legislation applying to the 
various settings of children’s lives, in family law, education law and 
so on. Once corporal punishment is prohibited in legislation in all 
settings and in family law, education law, employment law and so 
on, there is no real need to provide for sanctions for breach of the 
prohibition. This is because – as noted above – once all defences 
and authorisations of assaults on children have been removed, the 
criminal law on assault will apply equally to punitive assaults on 
children in the course of “discipline”. So if prosecution is necessary, 
it can be pursued under the criminal law on assault.

Many states also have a comprehensive child protection or chil-
dren’s rights law, which should include a provision recognising 
children’s right to protection from all forms of violence, including 
all corporal punishment in all settings including within the family.

Monitoring 
Independent monitoring of all education, care, justice and 
employment settings should be set up. Inspectors should 
routinely talk to children in private and invite them to share any 
concerns. 

Child-sensitive and accessible complaints procedures should 
also be set up, including measures to protect those who report 
violence from reprisals. 

Children’s experiences within their family homes should be 
gathered. Other sources of information could include an analysis 
of the use of support services and statistics relating to reporting 
of violence against children.

Box 3 –  
Key measures to support law reform 

• awareness raising on the law and children’s right 
to protection

• promotion of positive, non-violent relationships 
between adults and children 

• integration of prohibition into professional codes 
of conduct and conditions of work

• including strategies to eliminate corporal punish-
ment within domestic violence strategies 

• monitoring and evaluation of children’s experiences 
of corporal punishment and the effectiveness of 
the prohibition24 25

Universal prohibition
not yet in place

Do any laws 
authorise/regulate 

the use of 
corporal punishment 

in any setting?

Does the law provide 
a defence for the use 

of corporal punishment 
by those with authority over a child, 

such as “reasonable 
chastisement” or “a right 

of correction”? 

No, the law 
is silent

Repeal all provisions 
relating to corporal 

punishment

Enact legislation relating 
  to all settings, including 
the family, to explicitly 

prohibit all forms 
of corporal punishment

In common 
(case) law 

In legislationYes

Repeal all legal 
provisions which 
recognise or refer 

to the defence

Enact legislation explicitly 
stating that the defence 
can no longer be used

No

Legislation clearly prohibits all 
corporal punishment in all settings 

Laws on assault apply aqually 
to children and adults

Prohibition achieved

Off the books! provides guidance  
to parliaments on law reform.  

It explains the legal steps necessary  
to abolish all corporal punishment,  

including action needed  
to gain public support.    

An exhibition summarising the key messages of the campaign accompanies launching and other events.  
The colourful illustrations and very simple text attract a lot of viewers.


