BUILDING A EUROPE FOR AND WITH CHILDREN

CONSULTATIVE MEETING ON CHILDREN PARTICIPATION

Outline
Background
The Council of Europe Programme “Building a Europe for and with children” will address the issue of meaningful children participation. Whereas many valuable initiatives can be identified across Europe, there seems to be a lack of commitment, resources or expertise in governments to develop children participation policies. The Council of Europe, together with relevant partners,  can help countries to design and implement participation policies. There are at least three dimensions to this challenge:
1. children’s access to information;
2. children participation at local and national levels (principles, approaches, guidelines, policy instruments,  methodology, processes, best practices);
3. children participation at international level, in particular in the Council of Europe.
Objectives 
The objectives of this consultative meeting are: 
1. to bring together a selection of experts in the field of children participation, representing relevant sectors in the Council of Europe, governments, international organisations (governmental and non governmental), research institutions and other professionals working with children;
2. to take stock on existing initiatives, (policies, activities, resources) assess their impact and analyse trends;
3. to identify challenges and opportunities for Council of Europe action, notably concerning disadvantaged children;
4. to advise on working methods, key actors and expected outcome;
5. to discuss children’s involvment in this process.
Date and venue

The meeting will be held on 15 December 2006, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. It will take place at Council of Europe headquarters in Strasbourg (Palais de l’Europe,  room  7). 

