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Introduction
The programme “Building a Europe for and with children” focuses on two closely linked strands: the promotion of children’s rights and the eradication of violence against children. Child participation is an important factor in attaining these objectives and is also key to building a culture of participation from the earliest possible age.
Children’s participation is an informed and willing involvement of all children, including the most marginalised and those of different ages and abilities, in any matter concerning them either directly or indirectly. This was articulated in Article 12 of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child. As one of the general principles of the Convention, Article 12 should guide the interpretation of the other articles and be relevant to all aspects of implementation. 

Child participation at all levels of decision making and in other sectors varies greatly among member states while there is also a distinct lack of meaningful and sustainable child participation in decision making at European level. This one-day seminar on  “Meaningful and sustainable child participation” will handle different forms and settings of participation with the exception of child participation in the juridical proceedings. This will be discussed in the seminar on child-friendly justice taking place in parallel. 
Child participation has featured in Council of Europe standards and policies since 1980.
The most recent step has been taken by the Parliamentary Assembly which is in the process of producing a recommendation on child participation. However there is still a lot to be done in order to create a participation-friendly environment for all children in Europe.
A. Objectives  of  the seminar on meaningful and sustainable child participation
The Conference will review the progress achieved by the programme “Building a Europe for and with children” since its inception and outline a new set of objectives for 2009-2011. The seminar on child participation could inter alia invite the Council of Europe:

1. to draft guidelines on child participation which would take into account previous work of the Council of Europe and positive examples at local, national and international  level.

2. to facilitate the contact between existing and new child-participation networks in its member states 
3. to develop a pilot project on e-participation for children with a view to establishing a permanent platform for the participation of children in Council of Europe projects and programmes
Ms Lena Nyberg, general rapporteur, will present  the seminar’s findings and proposals  to the high-level conference on Tuesday.
B. Features of the seminar on meaningful and sustainable child participation

Keynote speech: Participation in Europe: challenges and perspectives
Carolyne Willow, national co-ordinator of the Children's Rights Alliance for England, will explore the different ways in which children and young people can participate in decision-making; and the reasons why this is so central to protecting their human rights. She will consider how adults can support or stifle children and young people's involvement in decision-making and identify what adults need to know and do in order to ensure effective participation. Through examining legislative and policy developments in a range of European countries across the past 20 years, together with the “jurisprudence” of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Ms Willow will set out some key actions required of governments and policy makers to make Europe a place where the rights of all children and young people can be fully realised.  

Questions to participants 
· How does child participation in your country fit within broader attempts to implement children’s rights?
· What single thing would most increase the amount of respect given to children and young people in your country? 

· Which aspect of your society has been the slowest to recognise children as rights holders with individual views, feelings and perspectives? What is being done to challenge this?
Session 1: Preconditions, challenges and positive experiences of meaningful and sustainable children’s participation 

This session will serve to showcase good practices on child participation projects. Seven projects from various European countries and representing child participation in different settings have been selected following a public call for expression of interest last May.
The project presentations will focus on the essential features of a successful participation project, identify difficulties they encountered and challenges they overcame. 
Discussions following each presentation will offer seminar participants the possibility to give their views about what they perceive to be the strong points or indeed the limitations of the projects. 
The following projects will be presented during the Seminar:

· The focus of the project “Upholding the Rights of Children in a Healthcare Setting” (Birmingham, UK) is on developing and establishing infrastructures and the opportunity for children in care to have their voice heard in the delivery, design and development of services for their care and treatment. Discussions with children and parents are led by members of staff who have received training in children’s rights and in methods which facilitate the expression of views and sharing of experiences by children of all ages and abilities. Examples of profound choices that children have made in practice will be shared.

· “Student’s Ombudsman” (Romania) started as a pilot project designed to educate children on their own rights and responsibilities and to encourage children’s active participation in the education system. To support the aims of the project, an institution called students’ ombudsman consisting of five students, one teacher and one parent was established in eight schools. Through this institution, the students have not only been able to influence matters concerning their school environment but they have also assisted their schoolmates in solving problems and disputes. As a result of this successful project, the students’ ombudsman institution is now being implemented nationwide.

· The aim of “Child Participation Exercise” (CPE, Sweden) is to gather views and opinions of children either on specific issues or on more general interest areas in order to improve children’s everyday life.  The results of the exercise are then forwarded to policy and decision-makers at local, national or international level. The results of CPE can also be used as a basis for a more detailed questionnaire that can be analyzed and used for statistical purposes.
· “Laviana” is a town in Spain that has been officially acknowledged and rewarded as a child-friendly city. The town became a part of the UNICEF’s child-friendly cities initiative because its citizens including children, young people and the local administrators wanted Laviana to become “a town that its young people could be proud of and that in turn could be proud of its young people”. This has been achieved inter alia through a Municipal Children’s Council where young people can participate in the local policy making by raising issues and concerns of the environment they live in
· The “Youth Act!” (Moldova) project was designed for rural communities where models of children’s and youth participation were non-existent leaving children with no opportunities to develop or implement their ideas or initiatives. The objective of the project has been to develop children’s abilities to participate in the decision-making processes that concern them. Through training, children have learned to identify problems and solutions, to develop an action plan, to communicate within the team, to negotiate and advocate for their ideas and to organize actions at the community-level.
The following  project will be presented during the Conference in the Panel IV: ‘Building a Europe  with children: developing child participation’ on Tuesday September 9:
· As a part of the process to develop the 2009 - 2016 strategy of the SOS Children’s Village International, an initiative called “Baking our strategy” was launched to allow children and young people from 26 countries worldwide to express their dreams, hopes and fears about themselves, their families and their community. Six hundred children, who either live in an SOS children's village or are part of a family strengthening programme, participated in this project. On the basis of children’s input, 15 trends were identified and used as one source of information for the development of the new strategies and for the improvement of the work of the organisation. Two groups of children (one from Bosnia Herzegovina and one from Jordan) were subsequently further involved in actually designing and drafting the overall strategy of the organisation. 
Session 2: What is the next step for the Council of Europe?
a) From good practice at local and national level to guidelines at European level

This session will discuss how children’s participation at all levels between decision-makers, children and young people can be promoted and facilitated. It will also look at how the Council of Europe can assist its member states in their work on child participation in particular their attempts to make participation meaningful and sustainable. Looking at their own experiences and analyzing the good practices presented in session 1, the panellists, in discussion with the seminar participants shall list some guiding principles to take into account when formulating possible Council of Europe guidelines on child participation. 
Questions to participants:

· What general preconditions are needed to develop the culture of children’s participation in all circumstances where children are present?
· What key arguments can encourage decision-makers to introduce child participation programmes in various policy areas?

· What can be done at European level by the Council of Europe to encourage and assist member states in their work?
· What is your government / organisation doing really well in order to achieve a visible and sustainable  children’s participation?
b) Using e-technologies for meaningful and sustainable child participation at European level
One of the projects chosen to be presented in this seminar illustrates the potential of using new technologies to promote child participation. 
· The Finnish Children’s Parliament (FCP) provides children between the age of 7 – 12 with the means to get their voices heard. It provides the authorities and the decision-makers with a forum to discus issues directly with children both at the national and the local level. The founding meeting of the national parliament in 2007 attracted representatives from 224 of Finland’s 416 municipalities. The event was attended by nearly 400 children and their escorts. A virtual parliament building has been constructed online to facilitate the FCP. The national parliament has an elected board as well as committees. All of the children have also met in person, and the next physical plenary session for all the children is being planned.

After the project presentation, Mr Simon Delacorda, a researcher on e-democracy, shall address the possible problems and challenges in creating and sustaining e-forums, especially when dealing with legal questions, data privacy, consent and safety. Media experts, e-participation programme coordinators and seminar participants shall then discuss the feasibility and sustainability of a potential European network on e-participation for children. The possibility of developing  a Council of Europe pilot-project on e-participation for children is to be considered. 
Questions to participants:

· How can children’s interest be maintained to make an e-forum sustainable?

· How can children be supported to initiate and run their own project over the internet?

· How can the Council of Europe initiate an e-consultation network at European level, and who would be the key partners? How can the language problems be solved?
· What kinds of questions could children be consulted about at the European level?
In order to achieve more concrete results for future work, the organizers of this seminar – the Council of Europe together with the ombudsperson’s office in Sweden – are inviting all participants to contribute to the seminar discussions. We hope you join in!
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