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Wednesday 26 March 

 
16.00 Arrival of participants and early registration 
 
19.00 Welcome drink offered by the Croatian Authorities 
 
20.00 Dinner in Hotel Excelsior for all participants 
 
 
Thursday 27 March 

 
09.00 Registration 
 
09.30  Official Opening Ceremony 

 
• Ms Milanka Opačić, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Social Policy and Youth, Croatia 
• Mr Thorbjørn Jagland, Secretary General of the Council of 

Europe 
• Ambassador Ana Vukadinović, Permanent Representative of 

Montenegro, Committee of Ministers 
 

10.00 High level plenary session 
 

Progress towards implementing the Council of Europe 

Strategy for the Rights of the Child 2012-2015 

Ministers will be invited to present the progress achieved in 
their respective countries and their priorities for the years to 
come. 
• Ms Solveig Horne, Minister of Children, Equality and Social 

Inclusion, Norway  
• Mr Damir Ljubić, Minister of Human Rights and Refugees, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
• Ms Dominique Bertinotti, Minister of Family Affairs, France 
• Mr Radosław Mleczko, Deputy Minister of Labour and 

Social Policy, Poland 
• Mr Dejan Levanič, Secretary of State, Ministry of Labour, 

Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Slovenia 
• Ms Aynur Sofiyeva, Deputy Chair of the State Committee on 

Family, Women and Children Affairs, Azerbaijan 
• Mr Orsat Miljenić, Minister of Justice, Croatia  

 
11.00  Coffee break 
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11.30 High level plenary session (continued) 
 
Persisting and emerging challenges in protecting children’s 

rights in Europe 

This session will set out the emerging challenges in child rights 
protection in Europe identified by different instances, 
highlighting those that are particularly recurrent or persistent. 
This will enable possible future Council of Europe strategic 
priorities to be pinpointed. 

 

 Moderator: Ms Snežana Samardžić-Marković, Director General 
of Democracy, Council of Europe 
• Ms Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the UN 

Secretary-General on Violence Against Children (SRSG 
VAC) 

• Ms Kirsten Sandberg, Chair of the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC) 

• Ms Marie-Pierre Poirier, Regional Director for Central and 
Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent 
States, UNICEF 

• Mr Bernard de Vos, Chair of the European Network of 
Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC) 

• Mr Peter Newell, Coordinator, Global Initiative to End All 
Corporal Punishment of Children, United Kingdom 

 
12.45 Lunch & the Living Library 
 
14.30  Plenary session 

 

Reinforcing children’s rights in law 

(Strategic objective 1) 

Ensuring compatibility of domestic legislation with children’s 
rights standards continues to pose challenges. This session will 
examine ways of increasing the visibility and enhancing the 
impact of children’s rights in the domestic legal framework 
(starting at constitutional level). It will also examine how the 
legal status of children can be reinforced.  
 
• “The constitutional protection of children’s rights”, Ms 

Herdis Thorgeirsdottir, Member of Council of Europe Venice 
Commission 

• “Children's involvement in criminal, civil and administrative 
judicial proceedings in the EU – gaps and remaining 
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challenges”, Ms Margaret Tuite, Coordinator for the Rights 
of the Child, European Commission 

• “A global mapping of children's access to justice”, 
Ms Veronica Yates, Director Child Rights International 
Network (CRIN) 

• “Practices of child participation in justice proceedings in the 
EU Member States: experiences of judges, lawyers, social 
workers and other actors involved”, Ms Astrid 
Podsiadlowski, Head of Sector Rights of the Child, Equality 
and Citizens' Rights Department, European Union Agency 
for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

• “2020 - a vision for child-friendly justice”, Ms Christina 
Weber Khan, Kinderanwaltschaft, Switzerland 

 
Expected outcome: 

• Attention is drawn to the persisting gaps in legislation 
• The various issues concerning the legal status of children 

are clarified 
• Lessons learned, good practices and recent initiatives are 

showcased in the area of justice 
• Measures to accelerate progress on law enactment and 

enforcement are identified  
 
16.00 Coffee break 

 
16.30  Three parallel roundtable sessions 
 

Roundtable 1 Children’s rights to child-friendly services: health and social 

services (Strategic Objective 1)  

Children’s right to equal access to quality health care and social 
services lies at the heart of this Roundtable: the challenge for 
member States remains to ensure that they develop child-
friendly services and systems that are respectful, responsive, 
reliable and responsible towards children. The two Council of 
Europe standards on child-friendly health care and on social 
services friendly to children and families will be presented, 
illustrated with good practices and contrasted with children’s 
realities. Next steps will be explored. 
 
Moderator: Mr Bruno Vanobbergen, Children’s Rights 
Commissioner, Flemish-speaking Community, Belgium 
• “Investigating cases of children in vulnerable situations in 

the child protection system: the role of Ombudspersons”, 
Ms Emily Logan, Ombudsperson for children, Ireland 
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• “Upholding child protection and well-being of children in 
times of crisis”, Ms Stella Kyriakides, PACE General 
Rapporteur on Children, Committee on Social Affairs, 
Health and Sustainable Development, Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe  

• “Professional competency: training, supervision and 
accountability of staff working with and for children”, 
Ms Maria Herczog, Member of the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC), Hungary 

• “Improving approaches to the emotional wellbeing of 
children during their hospital stay” Ms Pilar Hilarión, 
Director, Area of Social Care, Mental Health, Elderly and 
Dependency, Avedis Donabedian Research Institute, 
Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain 

• “Safeguarding child-friendly services for abandoned 
children, children in vulnerable situations and persons with 
disabilities” Mr Apolonio Ruiz-Ligero, Vice Governor for the 
Social Development Strategy, Council of Europe 
Development Bank 

 
Expected outcome: 

• Awareness is increased on Council of Europe guidelines 
and identification of main obstacles for their 
implementation 

• Emerging challenges in health and children’s rights are 
explored 

• Challenges of access to services and rights for children in 
vulnerable situations, e.g. children on the move, are 
identified 

• The potential for progress in creating child-friendly 
public administrations is explored 

• Measures to be taken to overcome obstacles are listed 
 

Roundtable 2 Preventing and combatting sexual violence against children 

(Strategic Objective 2) 
Since 2010, the Council of Europe ONE in FIVE Campaign has 
contributed to raising awareness of the Lanzarote Convention 
on the protection of children against sexual exploitation and 
sexual abuse. By entering into the process towards ratification of 
this Convention, stakeholders have been mobilised into 
achieving progress in preventing sexual violence, protecting 
child victims and prosecuting offenders. The Roundtable will 
discuss the impact achieved thanks to the efforts of parliaments, 
local authorities, civil society and professional networks. It will 
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also provide an opportunity to learn about the Lanzarote 
Committee’s progress in monitoring the Convention. 
 
Moderator: Mr Philip Jaffé, Professor, Institut Universitaire Kurt 

Bösch, Switzerland 
• “The Lanzarote Convention and its monitoring mechanism 

as a tool to develop integrated and strategic approaches to 
preventing and combating sexual violence against children”, 
Mr Bragi Guðbrandsson, Vice-Chair of the Lanzarote 
Committee 

• “The Council of Europe ONE in FIVE Campaign to stop 
sexual violence against children; achievements, pitfalls and 
prospects”, Mr Valeriu Ghiletchi, Chairperson, Committee 
on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development, 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 

• “The challenge of addressing child sexual abuse within the 
circle of trust”, Ms Gordana Buljan Flander, Director of the 
Zagreb Child Protection Centre, Croatia 

• “Child sexual abuse in institutions: ensuring full protection 
of children and young people living in institutions”, Ms 
Georgiana Pascu, Programme Manager, Centre for Legal 
Resources, Romania 

 

Expected outcome: 
• Further awareness of the Lanzarote Convention is raised 

concerning its monitoring process,  impact and potential 
• Ideas are exchanged on how to take advantage of the 

Lanzarote Convention monitoring process to create and 
maintain momentum at national level 

• Understanding of the notion, realities and the risks of 
sexual abuse of children in the circle of trust are increased 
and views on critical issues are exchanged 

• Visibility for the Campaign, its partners and the impact 
achieved is increased 

 
Roundtable 3 Promoting the rights of children in alternative care  

(Strategic Objective 3) 

This Roundtable addresses the long overdue issue of bringing 
the reality of children living in alternative care in line with 
international standards. In addition to the necessary reforms in 
the child protection systems, efforts need to be invested in 
measures aimed at empowering children and the professionals 
in contact with them, so that they are fully aware of children’s 
rights, can invoke them or, where necessary, seek remedies to 
their violations. 
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Moderator: Mr Jean-Claude Legrand, Senior Advisor Child 
Protection, UNICEF CIS/CEE 
• “A child’s right to a supportive and caring family 

environment: developing systems for effective monitoring of 
childcare facilities and strengthening alternative family-
based care for children”, Mr Jean-Claude Legrand, Senior 
Advisor Child Protection, UNICEF CIS/CEE 

• “Empowering professionals working with children in care”, 
Ms Kélig Puyet, European Union Liaison Officer, SOS 
Children’s Villages International  

• “Protect your dreams – safeguard the hope: children’s 
contribution to developing high quality alternative care” 

Ms Maria Kaisa Aula, Ombudsperson for Children’s Rights, 
and Ms Helena Inkinen, Expert from experience, Finland 

• “Coordinated approach to child care reform targeting 
deinstitutionalization of children in care and development of 
alternatives”, Ms Natia Partskhaladze, Chairperson, 
Association of Social Workers, Georgia (tbc) 

 
Expected outcome: 

• International guidelines and standards are recalled 
• Recent prevention initiatives and examples of alternative 

care placements are presented 
• Suggestions for more effective monitoring of childcare 

facilities 
• Child-friendly materials and training resources are 

promoted 
• Ideas are generated on how to further promote standards 

and prevention measures 
 

18.00 Close of the 1st day 
 
19.00 The Living Library 
 
20.00 Dinner in Hotel Excelsior for all participants 



 8

 

Friday 28 March 

 
09.00  Three parallel roundtable sessions 
 

Roundtable 4 Juvenile justice: first resort measures first 

(Strategic Objective 3) 

According to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, arrest, 
detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with 
the law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for 
the shortest appropriate period of time. Unfortunately, some 
difficulties still persist hindering states from creating child 
sensitive alternatives to formal criminal proceedings, 
guaranteeing the child’s well-being and preserving the child’s 
best interest. The Roundtable will discuss prevention of and 
responses to violence in the justice system, including in 
detention and examine the gap between the child-friendly justice 
standards and the reality of criminal justice in Europe. Positive 
experiences will also be shared including the creation of “first 
resort” measures such as diversion or non-custodial measures.  
 
Moderator: Mr Neven Ricijaš, Professor, University of Zagreb, 
Faculty of Education and Rehabilitation Sciences 
•  “Children’s rights and the CPT”, Mr Lətif Hüseinov, 

President of the European Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture (CPT) 

• “Prevention of violence in detention and alternatives to 
institutionalisation of children”, Mr Ton Liefaard, Professor 
of Children’s Rights, Law School, Leiden University, the 
Netherlands 

• “A non-violence juvenile justice system: effective diversion 
and non-custodial  measures for children in conflict with the 
law”, Mr Antanas Jatkevicius, Member of the Council for 
Penological Co-operation of the Council of Europe and Head 
of Penal and Administrative Law Unit, Legal Department, 
Office of the Parliament of Lithuania 

• “Alternatives to deprivation of liberty of young offenders: 
the development of fostering programmes”, 
Mr Cédric Foussard, Director, International Juvenile Justice 
Observatory, Belgium 
 

Expected outcome: 
• Visibility is given to the problem of violence in detention 
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• Suggestions are offered on how to further promote child-
friendly justice 

• Proposals are made to increase the visibility of good 
practices of restorative justice and alternatives to 
detention 

 

Roundtable 5 Violence against girls and young women under 18  

(Strategic objective 2)  

The Istanbul Convention is the first legally-binding instrument 
in Europe to address all forms of violence against women, 
including girls. It contains a range of measures to prevent 
gender-based violence against women and girls, protect them 
against such violence and prosecute the perpetrators. By 
addressing domestic violence in all its forms, it also ensures that 
children grow up in and learn to live healthy gender relations 
that are built on respect and love instead of dominance and 
control. The Roundtable will discuss how the Istanbul 
Convention can be used in making prevention of violence a core 
policy priority. The end goal is to ensure that every woman and 
girl has access to protection and support services that will 
effectively protect them from violence and support them in 
rebuilding their lives. 
 
• “The Istanbul Convention as a tool to develop integrated and 

strategic approaches to prevent and combat violence against 
women and girls”, Ms Dubravka Šimonović, Member of the 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW) and (former) Co-chair of the Council of 
Europe Committee (CAHVIO) that drafted the Istanbul 
Convention 

• “See me, hear me; a new framework for protecting children”, 
Ms Sue Berelowitz, Deputy Children’s Commissioner of 
England, United Kingdom 

• “The Istanbul Convention as a tool to end female genital 
mutilation: the development of a practical handbook”, 
Ms Elise Petitpas, Advocacy Officer, Amnesty International 

• “Young women – agents of positive change”, Ms Vedrana 
Frašto, Office Manager, and Ms Saida Gicić, Project 
Coordinator, CURE Foundation, Bosnia and Herzegovina  

 

Expected outcome: 
• Awareness is raised of the Istanbul Convention as a tool 

to prevent and combat violence against girls and young 
women 
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• The effective use of the Istanbul Convention to tackle 
specific forms of violence against girls and young women 
is explored: forced marriage, female genital mutilation, 
and crimes committed in the name of honour 

• Information is shared and good practice examples 
showcased 

• The need for additional ratifications is highlighted 
 
Roundtable 6 Child participation: generating change (Strategic objective 4) 

Children’s participatory rights continue to be perceived by 
many as difficult, if not impossible, to guarantee. From 
governments to parents, institutions and people in contact with 
children, many have still to be convinced of the interest and 
importance of securing meaningful participation of children, 
and even those who are already persuaded are often in need of 
concrete guidance on how to go about securing child 
participation. The Roundtable will discuss how to use successful 
experiences, standards and methodologies of child participation 
as a starting point for a sustainable and effective commitment of 
society as a whole. 
 
Moderator: Ms Jana Hainsworth, Secretary General, Eurochild 
• “Towards contemporary child participation: from projects to 

sustainable child participation” 
• “Measuring progress in promoting the right of children and 

young people to participate in matters of concern to them”, 
Ms Gerison Lansdown, co-drafter of the Council of Europe 
Child Participation Assessment Tool, United Kingdom 

• “Working in partnership with children and young people to 
increase children's participation and influence in society“, 
Ms Mila Jelavić, Ombudsperson for Children in Croatia 

• “Human rights education for children: understanding, 
experiencing and practicing children’s rights through 
education”, Ms Olena Styslavska, Educational Advisor, 
Centre for Education Development, Poland (tbc) 

•  

Expected outcome: 
• Council of Europe policy reviews methodology, 

standards and assessment tool are presented 
• Case studies are presented and analysed, illustrating the 

impact of a change in attitudes at policy-making level 
• Good practices illustrate how to move from sporadic to 

“in-built” child participation 
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• Success factors for child friendly human rights materials 
are identified 
 

10.30  Coffee break 
 
11.00  Plenary Session 

 

Enforcing Children’s Rights (Strategic objective 1) 

The case-law of both the European Court of Human Rights and 
the European Committee of Social Rights continue to remind 
states about their obligations to guarantee children’s human 
rights. These, in addition to other Council of Europe monitoring 
mechanisms, coupled with United Nations monitoring has 
increased the visibility of both the violations of children’s rights 
and the measures which must be taken to secure 
implementation and prevent such violations. As enforcing the 
decisions and recommendations of these monitoring bodies still 
remains a challenge, the Roundtable will explore ways of 
promoting and supporting appropriate follow-up by member 
States. 
 

Moderator: Ms Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the 
UN Secretary-General on Violence Against Children (SRSG 
VAC) 
• Ms Kirsten Sandberg, Chair of the UN Committee on the 

Rights of the Child (CRC) 
• Ms Ksenija Turković, Judge European Court of Human 

Rights (ECHR) 
• Ms Csilla Kollonay-Lehoczky, Member of the European 

Committee of Social Rights (ECSR)  
• Mr Eric Ruelle, Chair of the Lanzarote Committee (T-ES) 
• Mr Helmut Sax, Member of GRETA, Action against 

Trafficking in Human Beings 
• Mr Sigve Gramstad, Vice-Chair of the Committee of Experts 

of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages 
(ECRML) 
 

Expected outcome: 
• Visibility to the outcome of key monitoring processes is 

provided 
• Suggestions are offered to support member States in 

securing enforcement of decisions/follow-up to 
recommendations 

• Good practices are presented 
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12.30  Lunch & the Living Library 
 
14.30  Plenary session 

 

Highlights and key outcomes from sessions and thematic 

round tables 

Key recommendations presented by moderators 
 
15.00 Growing with children’s rights: overcoming obstacles for a 

sustainable future 
Children’s rights are sometimes perceived as conflicting with 
other fundamental rights, freedoms and interests. Starting with 
an ‘inspirational speech’, a panel of experts will be invited to 
discuss a number of situations and demonstrate that protecting 
children’s rights and ensuring the best interest of children is also 
in the best interest of society.  
 
Inspirational speech by Mr Jacques Fierens, Professor, 
University of Namur, Belgium 
 
Moderator and introductory speaker to the challenges faced, 
Ms Ursula Kilkelly, Professor, University College Cork, Ireland 

• “Children’s rights and freedom of expression”, Mr Juan 
Barata, Principal Advisor to the OSCE Representative on 
Freedom of the Media, Austria 

• “Children’s rights and parental rights and 
responsibilities”, Ms Anne Lindboe, Ombudsperson on 
children’s rights, Norway 

• “Children’s rights and economic growth in times of 
austerity”, Ms Aoife Nolan, Professor, School of Law, 
University of Nottingham, United Kingdom 

 
Expected outcome: 
• Arguments are offered to debunk the myths of conflicting 

rights and to promote “the best interest” of the child 
• Ideas are generated to overcome the tensions or paralysis 

created by perceived conflicts 
• Suggestions are offered for future Council of Europe 

action 
 

17.00  Coffee break 
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17.30  Official Closing 

 
• Ms Milanka Opačić, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Social Policy and Youth, Croatia 
• Representative of the Council of Europe  


