Launching conference of the Council of Europe Campaign 

to combat violence against women, including domestic violence

Madrid, 27 November 2006
Mr Van der Linden, 
President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

Dear Prime Minister,

Dear fellow parliamentarians,

Dear Ministers,

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Today, while we meet here to discuss and generate ideas about how to combat violence against women, all over Europe, thousands of women face physical, sexual and psychological violence on a daily basis. 

Domestic violence knows no geographical boundaries or age limit.

Nor is it particular to any culture, social group or class. 

Too many victims suffer in silence and too many crimes go unpunished.  

How long can we tolerate this situation? 

The Parliamentary Assembly has repeatedly condemned this - all too common - form of violence suffered by women in Europe within their own homes. 

The scale and spread of domestic abuse in Europe, which is a serious violation of human rights, call for resolute and concerted action. 
All actors – governments, parliamentarians, local and regional authorities and representatives of the civil society need to act in unison. 
A full range of measures needs to be taken, including legislation, to combat domestic violence. 

But above all, given the scale of domestic abuse in Europe, we need to change people’s attitude. 

Through concrete action. By making better use of

• The education system – through educational programmes that raise awareness about violence against women, their impact not only on women but on the family and our society as a whole, in particular children who suffer psychological traumas. Such educational programmes should promote family values.

• Making better use of media and information technologies: media should be aware of the impact it has on the general public – there is too much violence on our TV screens, instead media should promote and diffuse good practices.

The Parliamentary Assembly is committed to giving its full support to the Council of Europe Campaign. 
In June this year our Assembly launched the project “Parliaments united in combating domestic violence against women”. 

I am convinced, that the first campaign ever launched by the Parliamentary Assembly in this format, will encourage parliaments to adopt laws, and take other measures that can improve women’s rights to live in a society that is safe and free from violence. 

How can we, members of parliaments, make a difference? 

Our parliaments are made up of men and women elected by all citizens, and consequently parliaments are the most natural and legitimate democratic institution representing their interests. 

It is, therefore, our duty and obligation to listen to our citizens’ concerns and to take action to protect their interests. 

We can play a vital role by adopting legislation to establish domestic violence as a serious and unacceptable assault on human dignity and a violation of human rights. 
We can adopt legislation that prosecutes and punishes the perpetrators, protects the most vulnerable individuals, even in the private sphere, and reinforces the rights of victims. 
We must ensure that our States respect the international norms and standards, in particular those deriving from the European Convention of Human Rights. 
As parliamentarians, we have the capacity, and the duty, to lead public opinion, raise awareness and denounce publicly and explicitly domestic violence as something that has no place in civilised societies. 
National parliaments in the 46 member states and observer parliaments have already started to implement the campaign at parliamentary level, in close co-operation with national and local authorities and non-governmental organisations.

I can assure you that the contact parliamentarians, who have been appointed by their national parliaments, are highly motivated to ensure that the campaign will be a success. Parliamentarians have established six regional groups and share a network of contacts and good practices. 
By putting this on the political agenda of our parliaments and treating it as core issues of human rights and of the functioning of democratic societies, each and everyone of us can contribute to changing people’s attitude on the European continent and beyond. 

Combating domestic violence is not the private hunting ground of the Council of Europe. 

Together with our friends and colleagues from the European Parliament, the Nordic Council, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the Parliamentary Assembly of the OSCE, the parliamentary forum of small states and the Stability Pact for South-eastern Europe, we are committed to voicing our deep concern, denouncing domestic violence against women as a human rights violation and to taking action to combat it. 

Being close to citizens, civil society is one of the most important elements in any democracy. We work together with almost 400 civil society associations in constructive partnership. 

We can not combat violence against women alone. We need the support and involvement of civil society. We need to encourage them to take initiatives, and bring forward proposals for joint activities.

It is also important that equal rights and gender mainstreaming be promoted in our laws to allow women to find their place in society and live in dignity and security. This is driving the work of the Parliamentary Assembly in the field of promoting equal opportunities for women and men. 

Whether we are national, regional or local elected representatives or simple citizens, domestic violence against women is a problem that concerns us all. 
It is our individual and collective responsibility to break the silence and take action. 

So let us stand up, speak out and together make a difference. 

Stop a la violencia doméstica contra las mujeres.

Muchas Gracias!

Thank you! 

