English translation


Title: “Correspondence between two pro-European men”
Basle (Confoederatio Helvetica), XXV Iulius MDXXXV d.C.

To Don Salvador de Madariaga,

My dear friend,


I am now approaching the end of my days, and despite the torture of my physical ailments, which make it difficult for me to connect letters and words, something that has been a constant feature of my life, I am about to make a few smudges on this parchment, in defiance of the pain in my joints, with a somewhat bittersweet feeling. On the one hand, I am overcome by a feeling of impotence over the wars that have broken out in our old continent of Europe as a result of the Protestant Reformation, and the furious reaction of the Counter-Reformation movement. It is unprecedented that brothers in religious ideas, even in blood, and on occasions belonging to the same state, should be capable of carrying out the most terrible acts of torture that a human being could ever imagine. Even I, who have always tried to interpret the holy scriptures faithfully and steer clear of the intransigence, apathy and inflexibility in which much of the ecclesiastical hierarchy has been submerged throughout the Middle Ages, have become caught up in the diatribes and self-interests of both Reformists and Counter Reformists in order not to take sides with either of the opposing factions. This life experience has paradoxically permitted me to enrich myself intellectually because the vicissitudes I have mentioned have made possible a true pilgrimage across our continent. This ongoing relationship with other colleagues, and the sharing of ideas and matters of concern, has forged a series of indestructible bonds of friendship with, amongst others, Thomas More and John Colet. I have tried throughout my eventful existence to open my mind to ideas without renouncing the principles that have forged my attitude to life, like my dear friend More; his Utopia kept him steadfast in the face of the ruthless and unpredictable attacks wrought by the injustice of King Henry VIII, which only a few weeks ago put an end to his life because he refused to stamp his signature on the Act of Supremacy that put royal authority above that of the Pope. I have seen for myself how the mercantile interests of powerful groups of nobles and burghers, and of the different crowns that rule our lives, have hindered the development and progress of our European peoples. Nevertheless, in this final stage of my life, I am also overwhelmed with a feeling of contentment because I have faithfully fulfilled what my conscience has marked out for me beneath the beacon of the classical texts. This has permitted my contemporaries to draw closer to the ideas I have tried to express without prejudice, and the day will surely come when ideas flow across European territory without the obstacles that mine have come up against, and citizens of the European states move about freely amongst themselves without any frontiers to knowledge.



I take my leave of you, trusting that on this day of our patron St. James, this sealed parchment reaches your hands under the safe-conduct of reason and not under the sword of violence.











Yours faithfully,











Erasmus of Rotterdam








         Locarno (Switzerland), December 6th 1978

My dear friend Erasmus of Rotterdam,


I have received the missive you sent me after four centuries marked by advancements and regressions in our liberties and the diffusion of ideas across European soil. If a bittersweet balance of the vicissitudes that have punctuated your life and your work can be discerned in your letter, allow me to tip the balance of my sentiments towards the happiness that pervades my spirit. I wish to convey to you the joy I feel on the news that my country, Spain, (which you knew as Castile) has approved, by popular vote, the Magna Carta that will govern her destiny within a framework of free and democratic nations. Indeed, Spain has been a member of the Council of Europe since  November 24th 1977. Do not think of this Council as a royal one. After so much bloodshed from the many wars on our continent, we Europeans signed the Statutes of the Council of Europe on May 5th 1949. The aim was “to achieve a greater unity between its members for the purpose of safeguarding and realising the ideals and principles which are their common heritage and facilitating their economic and social progress, as well as the maintenance and further realisation of human rights and fundamental freedoms through pluralist democracy, the principles of the rule of law and the fostering of a European identity”. This much-welcomed Council of Europe, which, among other things, is fruit of the magnificent initiative of our mutual friend Jean Monnet, continues its work to consolidate in the defence of its principles the protection of national minorities, the fight against intolerance and the incorporation of democratic European nations into its family. Nevertheless, I am also overcome by a certain sensation of defeat, because in our old Europe there is still a wall – in Berlin – that is an obstacle to the free flow of ideas and people from the vast USSR (which you knew as Russia) to the nations of Western Europe. My intuition tells me that before long this wall that prevents us from mixing freely with each other will fall peacefully, and our lands will become a point of reference for the nations of the world that support freedom and justice, and the equality of rights and duties. There will be a common European citizenship permitting free movement across frontiers without the need for passports..


In concluding my letter, I would like to tell you how proud I am to have been one of the founder members of a truly European university for the research and teaching of Law, Economics and Political Science: the College of Europe in Bruges, which was founded  at the Hague Congress at the same time as the Council of Europe in 1948. I am convinced that not many years from now students in Europe will be able to take part in exchanges with different universities, communicating and spreading their ideas and living like real European citizens. You can feel proud, my dear friend Erasmus, because this initiative will pay homage to your name and your work, which always took as its reference respect for the individual rights and freedoms that are now watched over by the Council of Europe.











     Yours truly,











     Salvador de Madariaga

