European Citizen of the Future
The European citizen of the future is a young individual with an excellent education who is communicative and is guided by tolerance and love towards other people. At the same time he appreciates foundations and traditions of the world’s cradle of culture: our Europe. A European of the future is a person with great heart and embracing arms towards the Czech on the Vltava, the Austrian on the blue Danube, the Parisian on the Seine, the German on the Main and the Croat on the Sava. This person comes about out of a small, hard-working nation whose diversity brings beauty and creates a bridge of cooperation in a united Europe. Due to his knowledge, hard work and cultural values, and because he is guided by love, this person represents an invaluable jewel in the European crown. Every corner of Europe is home to him and he knows no boundaries. In this way he affirms that the European Union is a reality, that multiculturalism lives on, and that here there is hope for us Croats, small in number but strong in will and heart.

What does the European Union mean to a small nation such as ours and to its citizens in the future? It means security and the belief in a better tomorrow. It confirms that when nations unite, they have greater strength and power. I believe that here there is room for us as well, that in our ranks there will be enough knowledge and wisdom to lead us into this eminent society towards which we aspire, but also have belonged to ever since the period of the Habsburg Monarchy. At that time our forefathers died under this flag, together with Hungarians, Poles, Austrians and Slovenes. The more I reflect, the more confident I become that I myself am a European citizen of the future who will enjoy and take pride in the cultural beauty of France, historical and fashion traditions of Italy, German discipline, and the hospitality and sounds of Mozart’s Austria. At the same time I will cherish my roots and my language, and will continue to love my nation. The ideas of Marie Curie, Giuseppe Garibaldi, J.S. Bach, Albert Einstein, Frederick Chopen, Nikola Tesla, Slavoljub Penkala, A.G. Matoš and many others who have extended the beauty of Europe throughout the world will continue to live on in the European citizen of the future.
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