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The great American poet Robert Frost said that freedom lies in being bold. And bold they were, the people who have conceived, agreed, signed and put into practice the two documents displayed here today.  
These pages, yellowed with age, have brought about an unprecedented, almost revolutionary change in attitude between individual states – and between individuals and the State – in Europe. 

They were written at a time when Europe was experiencing the worst humankind could do to itself– but they were written in the belief that they could bring out the best from that very same humankind. 

They were written in the belief that a lasting peace in Europe must be built on trust, co-operation and values, not walking on a tightrope of suspicion, intimidation and fear between nations, which had been the established practice in Europe before that day. 

It was also these pages, yellowed with age, which had launched us on a fascinating, challenging, difficult and enormously rewarding journey of building a different kind of society for Europeans, one which is built on the belief in and the respect of human rights, human dignity, genuine democracy and the rule of law.  This journey has not ended – and it never will.  Such is the nature of our mission, to constantly defend and expand our freedom.
I started with one American poet and I will finish with another, Ralph Waldo Emerson, who wrote that some books leave us free and some books make us free. 

I think that there is no doubt about which category belong the two documents which are displayed here today.  I should like to thank the UK government and especially the UK Permanent Representation, for having made it possible to bring the precious original of the London Statute to Strasbourg, to mark the 60th anniversary of the Council of Europe. 
