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The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation visits Belarus
March 30, 2009. In his role as current president of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Miguel Ángel Moratinos, has traveled to Minsk in order to meet with high-ranking officials and representatives of civil society from Belarus on Monday.

The Minister also paid a visit to the University of Minsk buildings where the Council of Europe Information Office is expected to be housed. The establishment of the Information Office is the result of an agreement signed in May 2008 by the Council of Europe and Belarus, and represents an important step in their relations.
The aim of this visit is to evaluate the level of Belarusian commitment to the principles of the Council of Europe, and to stimulate internal reforms that will strengthen that country’s relations with the organization. It is also an opportunity to promote bilateral relations.
Belarus is the only European country that does not form part of the Council of Europe.
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