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18 October 2010

Mr Matjaz Gruden

Deputy Deputy Director 
Private Office of the Secretary General 
and the Deputy Secretary General 
Council of Europe

BY EMAIL (matjaz.gruden@coe.int)
Dear Mr Gruden:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide some input into the Council of Europe (CoE) High Level Meeting on Roma scheduled for 20 October. I know you have already received some input from the Open Society Institute which I have reviewed and would also endorse.  I am providing some additional points on behalf of the European Roma Rights Centre. 

We welcome the heightened interest of the Council and the European Union (EU) to address Roma inclusion, as well as the efforts of the Member States of the Decade of Roma Inclusion. In general, we urge that these three platforms join forces whenever possible to reduce overlapping initiatives and concentrate both material resources and political will. Coordination among the Council of Europe, the Decade of Roma Inclusion and the European Union is essential.  For example, exchange of good practices should be realised through some merging of different good practice initiatives of all three bodies. The Council of Europe could participate in high level meetings of the European Union on the use of structural funds to promote the effective use of funds for Roma inclusion. The Human Rights Commissioner should coordinate with the Agency for Fundamental Rights to ensure long-term and consistent research and reporting on rights issues affecting Roma inclusion.  

The specific suggestions below are addressed, in some sense, to all three institutions as all three may play an appropriate role.  

1. Develop an EU Roma Strategy to address exclusion. Such a strategy should include modification of funding instruments to ease access to funds for Roma inclusion; dedicated budget to promote integrated Roma education at pre-primary, primary and secondary school levels; financial incentives for States to develop complex programming for Roma inclusion that addresses several sectors concurrently.   

2. The EU, the Council of Europe and their Member States should fully embrace the Decade of Roma Inclusion, expanding membership of Decade to include all CoE and EU Member States and providing resources. Alternatively, States should consider formal merger of the EU strategy process, which is just beginning, with the Decade process, which is already under way for five years.  

3. There should be a pan-European mechanism mandating States to develop concrete indicators for Roma inclusion at minimum in the fields of education, housing, health and employment (The Decade process is limited now to a small number of States, is purely voluntary and hence of limited effectiveness.)  

4. To report on progress in Roma inclusion, States should be required to report with the use of regularly collected and disseminated statistics disaggregated by ethnicity, providing information on things such as: size of Roma population; school completion rates; levels of segregation in school and housing; employment and unemployment rates; maternal and infant mortality; childhood vaccination rates; number living in substandard housing; number living without formal title to housing.  

5. There should be a pan-European commitment to equal opportunity, with equal opportunity policies required as a contractual condition of all multilateral and bilateral assistance to all European States. 

6. There should be articulated a pan-European commitment to zero tolerance of racist speech espoused by public officials, with concrete means of sanctioning perpetrators. 

7. The Council of Europe, through its Human Rights Commissioner and the Committee of Experts, should strengthen its role as an independent watchdog, collecting and disseminating its own statistics on Roma inclusion on an annual basis, and reporting on state efforts to collect this information.  

8. The Council of Europe should conduct a study on enforcement of European Court of Human Rights judgments in cases affecting Roma, with recommendations on how to strengthen implementation of general measures indicated by the Court.  

9. The report to be prepared by the Group of Eminent Persons in the context of the Pan-European project ''Living together in 21st century Europe'' should compliment other Roma inclusion efforts and include concrete recommendations for addressing discrimination and human rights abuse of Roma in the CoE region.

As for best practice, there are numerous examples to which one could point. One source is a report prepared by the ERRC for the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights on housing, which can be found at:

http://www.fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/research/publications/studies_discussion_papers/case-study-roma-housing_en.htm. The ERRC has also produced a multi-country study of good practice in all areas of Roma inclusion policy (including policy, funding programmes and projects) for the European Union; unfortunately the EU has yet to publish the work but we hope that it will be published soon.  

I hope you find these suggestions helpful, and I look forward to learning of the outcome of the meeting on 20 October.

Sincerely,
Robert Kushen
Executive Director
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