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QualiRom: Enhancing Romani language education 
in schools in Europe

Specialised support activity initiated by the ECML in Graz 
for the implementation of Council of Europe instruments

Graz, 14 October, 2010 

The Language Policy Division of the Council of Europe, in co-operation with the European Roma and Travelers Forum (ERTF) and with financial support from Finland, has developed and published a Curriculum Framework for Romani and two European Language Portfolio (ELP) models for Romani language.

These tools can be used to design curricula, textbooks and other learning materials as well as for planning and organisation of learning and teaching of Romani in schools in Europe. They are designed to accommodate three different sociolinguistic situations: 
the teaching of Romani to (i) children who do not speak Romani at home, (ii) children who are not fluent in Romani, though they may hear their family speak the language, and (iii) children who are fluent in Romani but who need to develop their skill in using the language as an instrument of formal learning (Romani as language of education).

The ECML in Graz, in cooperation with the University of Graz, provides support for the piloting and implementation of these instruments for the benefit of the Roma children concerned and, on a larger scale, for the benefit of the society of which they are part.

 
After an initial expert meeting in Graz in October 2009, 30 teachers from participating schools from five countries (Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Serbia, Finland and Austria) willing to work for the integration of Romani language into local school curricula participated in workshops organised in 2010 in Prague, Vienna and Helsinki, and were familiarized with the tools and trained in their use by ECML experts. The original materials were translated into the five working languages of the group. This initial network of schools interested in providing good quality education in Romani language will now be expanded following the successful application for funding under the EU Lifelong Learning Programme on a budget of 612 500 Euro for the years 2010-2013, with the University of Graz as coordinator and the ECML as one of seven partner institutions.


For details see: 
Language Policy Division 
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Minorities_Romani_EN.asp#TopOfPage 

European Centre for Modern Languages
http://www.ecml.at/Programme/Specialisedsupportactivity/tabid/210/language/en-GB/Default.aspx 

Contact: waldemar.martyniuk@ecml.at 
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