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ATHENS APPEAL

of the 4th Round Table of the European National Institutions

for the promotion and the protection of Human Rights
The Greek National Commission for Human Rights, having participated in the 4th Round Table in Athens, from 27 to 28 September 2006,

taking into consideration:
a. The distressing evolutions which stemmed from the terrorist attacks and the ways of countering them, by measures which consist in most grave violations of Human Rights and the abolition of peace,

b. The fact that applying a counterterrorist policy based on violence and “pre-emptive antiterrorist wars” has created the greatest misery – deaths and destructions – especially to the whole population of countries that suffer the war attacks, yet, without attaining to stop or, at least, restrict terrorist activities but, on the contrary, resulting in their increase,
c. That the counter-terrorist policy as applied, has generated a racist hatred of the broadest magnitude between the vehicles of western civilization, on the one hand, and the carriers of the arab-muslim civilization, on the other hand, as well as civil wars rooted in religious-ecclesiastical differences, even among partisans of the same race or nationality,

d. That the main role of INDH/NHRIs, as well as of the Council of Europe, is not only the simple theoretical declaration of Human Rights principles and rules, but, mainly, their contribution to the substantive application of these in practice,

we demand:
1. The research and study without delay of the terrorist action’s root causes, which we consider it necessary to fight in order to eliminate or, at least, diminish their results.

2. The steady application of the principles of necessity, proportionality and effectiveness in the framework of a correct counter-terrorist policy, always following the basic line of respect for Human Rights.

3. The exclusion, in any case, of war as an anti-terrorist measure, because it violates, as any war, all the above-mentioned principles. Indeed, war contravenes quite all human rights of an entire population, – of a whole country, not of specific spots, as happens in cases of terrorist acts –beyond proportionality of damage, without necessity and without effectiveness. Thus, among others, the rights to life, to personal integrity, to family life, to work, to property, to a decent standard of living, to the natural and cultural environment of the population of the countries attacked will probably be violated. Beyond that, actual wars include, in practice, war crimes and crimes against humanity. 
We are stressing that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights set peace as a goal, recognizing HR as the keystone of peace.

4. We strongly condemn the legalisation of torture under any form and circumstances and warmly support the decisions and opinions of American and British judges demanding the immediate closing of Guantanamo and other torture centers, and the reestablishment of the fundamental rights of habeas corpus and fair trial.

5. We demand the efficient protection of the private life and of the confidentiality of personal communications through the tools of modern technology. 
6. In order to promote the materialization of the aforementioned principles – which have their roots in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the European Convention of Human Rights, the relevant international instruments and the “acquis européen” –, we consider essential and we ask for the strengthening of our active participation in all international and European decision-making, strategy-adopting and implementing organs related to Human Rights. 


In this right is obviously included the recognition of our right to lodge recourses, applications, petitions and interventions before all organs of Human Rights protection, judicial or quasi-judicial, and, especially, before those competent in planning and applying counterterrorist  policy.


All the aforementioned rights could be exercised by the representatives of the totality of National Commissions for Human Rights or of the European group, or by any individual National Commission for Human Rights. The same right must of course be recognized to the High Commissioner and the European Commissioner for Human Rights.
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