[image: image3.jpg]




[image: image2.png]COUNCIL CONSEIL
OF EUROPE DE L'EUROPE





2

FINAL DECLARATION
Third Summer University for Democracy

(Strasbourg, 30 June to 4 July 2008)
We, the 650 participants of the Third Summer University for Democracy, representing the Council of Europe’s Network of 16 Schools of Political Studies:

· Reiterate our strong commitment to the promotion and safeguard of the fundamental values embodied in the Statute of the Council of Europe and shared by its member states and peoples: pluralist democracy, the protection of human rights and human dignity, including the rights of minorities, respect for diversity and the upholding of the rule of law;

· Recall that pan-European unity is our common goal and that, as the last generation who bore witness to a divided Europe, we emphasise the importance to continue promoting a Europe without dividing lines and to act in its favour for future generations, on the basis of these aforementioned values;

· Acknowledge that today governance is a significant resource in policy-making and policy implementation at local, regional, national, European and global levels and that it poses unprecedented challenges to contemporary leaders and decision-makers;

· Express the concern that governance sometimes leads to incompatibility with democracy, the crisis of governability, questioning the legitimacy and representativity of institutions, and a lack of respect for the rule of law, which have been the major points of discussions in our working sessions this year;

· Consider that, as an exercise of power and as an instrument of political action, governance has the potential to contribute to our goals of achieving stability, economic prosperity and social progress, but that it must be strictly framed within our common values and conform to the model of democratic government that we advocate; 

· Reaffirm that democratic consolidation depends upon the continuous dialogue between public authorities and civil society; the holding of free, fair and regular elections, the safeguarding of the principles of freedom of expression and freedom of the press; and the promotion of local self-government that permits decisions to better reflect the needs and concerns of the people;

· Commit ourselves to engage, individually and collectively through our current colleagues and alumni, in the promotion of the aforesaid ideals, in the pursuit of creating a more democratic, united and inclusive Europe;
· Express our conviction that the organisation of bilateral and regional meetings in this year’s conference, as well as outside the sessions of the Summer University, has proven to be a rewarding and rare platform to discuss pressing issues that concern our countries and hope that these will be further developed in future;
· Express our solidarity with the participants of the Belarusian School of Political Studies and all young citizens of Belarus who have been expelled from schools and universities and who have had legal proceedings brought against them for their political beliefs.  We encourage the media and human rights organisations to monitor and raise awareness on the human rights situation in Belarus, in particular in the pre-election period;

· Call for the elimination of barriers erected by the Belarusian authorities, against the registration and activities of NGOs, including the School of Political Studies in Belarus.  We ask for the abolition of Article 193-1 of the Criminal Code that criminalises participation in and activities of a non-registered organisation;
· Look forward to the day when Belarus will be ready to join the Council of Europe as a fully-fledged member state;
· Welcome the recent creation of the “European Cyprus Forum”, an initiative sponsored by the European Commission and the Council of Europe, inspired by the model of the Council of Europe’s Schools of Political Studies and hope that this Forum will contribute to better mutual understanding and co-operation between the two main communities in the still-divided island;
· Encourage the Council of Europe, the European Union, the governments of the member states, observers and all public and private partners to continue and increment their support for the further development of the network of Schools of Political Studies, a unique project that seeks to ensure that democratic values, institutions and practices become a reality across the European continent;

· Welcome, in this context, the establishment of the European Association of the Schools of Political Studies, an initiative aimed at enhancing the visibility, growth and consolidation of this project, and thank Catherine Lalumière, former Secretary General of the Council of Europe, for accepting to chair the Association; 
· Welcome the ever-closer collaboration between the Council of Europe and the European Commission and hope that this partnership will continue to thrive in the coming years to the benefit of the Schools and their participants;
· Express our gratitude to all the prominent personalities, speakers, experts and institutions (local, national and international) who have contributed to making these past five days of constructive debate a rare opportunity for sharing experiences and ideas; 
· Look forward to the Fourth Summer University for Democracy in 2009, which will coincide with the 60th anniversary of the Council of Europe and the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, as well as the beginning of the reunification of our continent.
Strasbourg, 4 July 2008
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