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Mr . Secretary General of the Council of Europe

Mr Minister of Culture and Tourism in Azerbaijan,
Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,
It gives me great pleasure to address you at the opening of this important international conference in Baku, capital of the Republic of Azerbaijan and haven of culture, dialogue and mutual understanding. I seize this occasion to express thanks and gratitude to His Excellency Mr Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, for the generous support and care he devotes to ISESCO.
Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

This conference is a very substantive initiative which clearly illustrates that dialogue among cultures and civilizations is indeed a reality of today’s world and one of its most important aspects.
Not only is this conference a strong sign of the growing cooperation and partnership between the Member States of ISESCO and the Member States of the Council of Europe, but it also demonstrates  the advancement of the iden of coexistence between  the Islamic world and the west and the extent to which it is in line with the principles of international law and the values of intercultural dialogue and the alliance of civilization.
Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

In 2002, ISESCO published jointly the White Book on Dialogue of Cultures jointly with the OIC General Secretariat. This document builds on the resolutions and recommendations issued by the UN General Assembly and the international conferences organised or co-organised by ISESCO on dialogue and other relevant issues.
We, at ISESCO, consider the Council of Europe’s White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue as a timely initiative which translates this into concrete terms, setting it forth as a prerequisite for sustainable development not only in Europe and neighbouring countries, but in every part of the world. World issues and problems are actually interconnected, reducing the world into a truly global village, with universally accepted values, principles and unfortunately problems and challenges
Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen, 
The title of the Council of Europe’s White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue; namely: “Living together as Equals in Dignity” is in full accordance with the Quranic verse: “We have dignifite the sons of Adam. In Islam, all human beings are equal in terms of rights and obligations. It is a noble principle shared by a billion and three hundred million Muslims across the world.
As you know, this very title is inspired by the first article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states that “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” We are required to materialize this Article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We believe this can be achieved through the promotion of the culture of dialogue and peace, in cooperation with, governmental and non-governmental institutions, the ultimate aim being to entrench such concepts and principles and to make of this theme a concrete realityin our lives
The core values of the Council of Europe are shared by both the European and Muslim communities. We all believe that every person has the right to freedom and living in dignity. We believe in justice and equality, and that human life is sacred; we believe in the values of virtue and honour; we believe in solidarity with the oppressed; we believe in the right of every individual to live in security, and we believe that enhancing and defending such sacred values and principles is a prerequisite for mutual understanding and coexistence between humans. 
Here lies the significance of this international Conference. This event, the first of its kind, brings together the ministers of culture of the Council of Europe and the ministers of culture of a number of ISESCO Member States which makes this Conference another major step in the right direction, and we look forward to furthering our efforts to this end. 
Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen, 
We, in ISESCO, are determined to work towards spreading the culture of dialogue and peace, and educating generations on the universally shared human principles that favour dialogue and peaceful interaction of peoples. We will also continue to work jointly with the Council of Europe to further our partnership and to collaborate in implementing relevant activities.
I should very much like to thank all of you. And I beseech God Almighty, the Source of Peace, to grant us success in our endeavours towards peace for the greater benefit of all.
Wassalamu alaikum warahmatu Allah wabarakatuh.
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