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Conference of Ministers responsible for Culture 

Baku, 2 - 3 December 2008

  “Intercultural dialogue as a basis for peace and sustainable development in Europe and its neighbouring regions”

PROGRAMME
Arrival of Delegations  
1 December 2008

20:00
Welcoming dinner at the Nobel House Villa Petrolia on 


behalf of the Organizing Committee of the Conference

2 December 2008
09:30
Departure from hotels to the Gulustan Palace

10:00


Press Conference

10:30


Registration and coffee

11:00:-11:50
Opening statements 

· H.E. Ilham Heydar oglu Aliyev, the President of the Republic Azerbaijan 

· Right Honourable Terry Davis, Secretary General of the Council of Europe 
*  *  *
· Mr. Guillermo Corral Van Damme, representing the Spanish Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
· Mr. Farid Mukhametshin, Representative of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe
· Mr. Rafael Huseynov, Representative of the  Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe



Institutional Statements
· Mr. Mongi Bousnina, Director General of ALECSO

· Mr. Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, Director General of ISESCO 

· Ms Katerina Stenou, Director of Division of Cultural Policies and Intercultural Dialogue of UNESCO

11:50-12:00

Musical performance by a Children’s chorus

12:00-13:00
Ministerial round table:  “Common ground for intercultural dialogue”

Moderated by Mr. Abulfas Garayev, Minister of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan 

Keynote Speakers: 

· Ms Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, Director General of DG IV and Coordinator for Intercultural Dialogue of the Council of Europe

· Mr. Marc Scheuer, Director of the Office of the Secretariat, United Nations Alliance of Civilizations 

Speakers: 

· Confirmed interventions
· And any additional speakers (max. 3 to 5 minute interventions),  please sign up with the Council of Europe Secretariat 

by 2 December, 10:30 a.m
13:00-15:00
Luncheon on behalf of Secretary General of the Council of Europe for Heads of Delegations and  

Luncheon for other participants on behalf of the host country 




at the Gulustan Palace
15:00-16:30

Ministerial panel 1: “Cultural policy programmes and initiatives and intercultural dialogue: New concepts on the governance of diversity” 


Moderated by Mr. Yahya Sergio Yahe Pallavicini, Vice President of the COREIS (Comunità Religiosa Islamica) of Italy 

Speakers: 

· Confirmed interventions

· And any additional speakers (3 to 5 minute interventions),


please sign up with the Council of Europe Secretariat 

by 2 December, 10:30 a.m
16:30-16:45

Coffee break

16:45-18:00
Ministerial Panel 2: “Heritage and intercultural dialogue 
– from national to universally owned heritage”


Moderated by Ms Nina Obuljen, State Secretary at the Ministry of Culture, Croatia 

Speakers: 

· Confirmed interventions

· And any additional speakers (3 to 5 minute interventions),


please sign up with the Council of Europe Secretariat 

by 2 December, 10:30 a.m
18:00-18:30
Signing of agreements 

20:00 
Reception and dinner at Mugam Club and Caravansarai restaurants of Baku on behalf of Mr. Abulfas Garayev,  Minister of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan
3 December 2008

09:30                       Departure from the Hotels to the Gulustan Palace
10:00
-11:00          Opening by the Minister of the Culture and Tourism of the   

                                 Republic of Azerbaijan, Mr. Abulfas Garayev
                        
Conclusions from the first day of the Conference 

by Mr. Robert Palmer, Director of Culture and Cultural and 
Natural Heritage of the Council of Europe and Ms Sevda Mammedaliyeva, 
Deputy Minister of Culture and Tourism, Azerbaijan 

                            
Remarks from the floor by participants




Presentation and adoption of the Baku Declaration  



by Mr. Abulfas Garayev, Minister of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan and Ms Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, Director General of DG IV and Coordinator for Intercultural Dialogue of the Council of Europe

11:00-11:30

Coffee break

11:30-12.00

Closing ceremony 

Speakers:
· the Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan
· Mr. Guillermo Corral Van Damme, representing the Spanish Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the 
Council  of
Europe

· Ms Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, Director General of DG IV, Council of Europe and Coordinator for Intercultural Dialogue of the Council of Europe

12:30-13:00

Press conference

14:00-16:00
Lunch and cultural programme at the Azerbaijan History Museum 

18:00-19:30
Ballet “Seven Beauties” composed by Gara Garayev at the 


Opera and Ballet Theatre
20:30-22:30

Reception and dinner at the Baku Yacht Club 
4 December 2008
Cultural Programme

10:00- 12:00

Visit to the Old City of Baku (Icheri sheher, Shirvanshakh 

                                  Palace and Maiden Tower) 

12:00-13:00
Excursion to the State Museum of Azerbaijan Carpet and Applied  Art

16:00-17:00

Visit to Heydar Aliyev Foundation

19:00-20:00
Concert of Azerbaijan Youth Symphonic Orchestra

20:30
Reception and dinner at the Fayton Club restaurant

Departure of participants
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